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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DiS=i‘hrict of Coluinbi \

COUNTY;

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

. . . ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

pT NAME

C OMMON:

Lafayette Square Historic District

ANO/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
Al 1A7 1 Sth atiH 17t.h St.rppf.s on the east and west
CTY OR town: Street and State Place - Treasury Place on the north
And Qonth inmn N- W- Waslii NnQton -
STATE cope COUNTY: CODE
N ' 5
District, of. Columbia-,-----------------------
3. CLASSIFICATION
L ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY., . . OWNERSHIP" ‘- STATUS
(Check One® TO THE PUBLIC
Z District [ Building Public — Public Acquisition: Occupied 5EI] Yes:
o Site Q Structure Q Private In Process 1 Unoccupied o Restricted o~
. Both. LB Being Considered [Z] Preservation work Unrestricted 1
H Object B in progress  [Z] No: [
U i e
PRESENT USE CcChecfc One orMore as.Appr<Vria«o>)..,Ji;XJjrjr
3 Agricultural D Government D Park 3 Transportation O Comments
QE Commercial Industrial |:| Private Residence [5 Other (Specify) |:| _______
1- Educotional E Military D Religious 3
Entertoinment Museum Scientific
o l l
=z 3WNER OF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME:
- f. - f
TNnVs1 -1 i»a +
m STREET AND NUMBE-R: ~
m - _ >
(/) CITY OR TOWN:

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
6. representation in existing surveys |

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal | ! State [ County [ Local ™

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

STATE: CODE
CITY OR TOWN:
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION fCheclc Onen
Excellent Good Q] Fair [ Deteriorated [ Ruins Unexposed Q
INTEGRITY CChecAc One® (Check One)
Altered Q Unaltered Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At the north end of the district is Lafayette Park, a rectangular
tract of land of 6,96 acres. From north to south it masures 420.67
feet and from east to west 722.7 feet. The dominant features of the
park are statues honoring American war heroes Gen. Andrew Jackson
(completed in 1853), General Lafayette (1891), General Rochambeau
(1902), General Thaldeus Koscuiszko (1910), and General von Stueben
(1910). See attached plan.

Surrounding Lafayette Park and adjacent to it are a number of
buildings of special historical and architectural interest. In the
southwest corner of the district, at Pennsylvania and-17th Street, is
the Executive Office Building (designed by A. B. Mullet and built
1871-1888), sometimes known as the Old State, War, and Navy Building.
On the opposite side of the White House (omitted from the district)
in the southeast corner is the Treasury Building (Robert Mills and
Thomas Ustick Walters, 1836-1869), the oldest of the government's
departmental buildings. On the north side of Pennsylvania Avenue,
across the street from the Executive Office-Building, are the Renwick
Gallery (James Renwick, 1859), built forfWilliam Corcoran, and the
Blair-Lee Houses (1824, restored in 1931 by Waldon Faulkner), which
are used for entertaining fgfsTSSgurgTrid'visi-?iors' from foreign
countries.

Facing Lafayette Park on Jackson Place are row houses dating
from the 19th century, occasionally interrupted by reconstructed
residences of a similar style. Despite a latitude of variations,
the houses have a compatibility and cohesiveness of scale, texture,
materials, colors, voids, and rhythm. Of greatest interest is the
Decatur House (a National Historic Landmark, Benjamin H. Latrobe,
1818), the first private home built on Lafayette Square.

Facing Lafayette Park on H Street, beginning at the northwest
corner of the district, are the Chamber of Commerce Building (Cass
Gilbert, 1925); the Hay-Adams Hotel, built on the site of the homes
of John Hay and Henry Adams; St. John's Church (a National Historic
Landmark, Benjamin Latrobe, 1816; James Renwick, 1883), sometimes
called the "Church of the Presidents; St. John's Parish House (1822-
1834), which at one time served as the British Embassy; and the
Veterans Administration Building (James A. Wetmore, 1918).

Facing Lafayette Park on Madison Place, beginning at the north-
east corner of the distric, are the Cutts-Madison House (1820), a
simple Federal residence occupied by Dolly Madison in her later years;
the old Cosmos Club Annex (1904); the Tayloe-Cameron House (1818),
which became known as the "Little White House," when owned by "Boss
Hanna" (Senator Mark Hanna of Ohio), one of the most powerful men in
Washington in his day; the United States Court of Claims Building
1965; and the Treasury Annex (Cass Gilbert, 1919), which with the
Chamber of Commerce Building represent the only completed portions of
a plan to unify the architecture of Lafayette Square in the manner

of the older Treasury Department.
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(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY NUMBER

FOR NPS USE ONLY

" DATE

(Number all entries)

7. Description Continued

East of the Treasury Annex on Pennsylvania Avenue are the Riggs
National Bank (York and Sawyer, 1898) and the American Security and
Trust Company (York and Sawyer, 1899) buildings.

Page 1

from the York and Sawyer structures, at the corner of 15th and New
York Avenue, is the National Savings and Trust Company Building
(James Windrim, 1880), noted for its complex fenestration.

Across the Street
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate} .
Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century- [} 18th Century [] 2th Century 4|
HmmeW 0O " 17th Century [ 19th Century [3g

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (1f Applvcabte and Known) A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education O Political = Urban Planning [}
Prehistoric (] Engineering O Retigion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic O Industry T losophy (]}

Agriculture (] Invention O Science (]

Art O Landscape Sculpture (]

Commerce ™= Architecture Social/Human-

" Communications [] Litergture (]} itarian O

Conservation ()] “Military [ﬁ Theater O

- ) ’ Music (] Transportation [

\ﬁilandscaplng plan in 1853% His plan has been adhered to over the years

| 1872-1881, 1936-1937, and 1969.

included in the district or were frequent visitors to them.

STATEMENT on-' SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewants, Etc.)

Lafayette Park was. originally included in the President’ s-Park
planned by Maj. Pierre L'Enfant. Thomas Jefferson later authorized
the separation of the present tract into a park for area residents
and visitors. Workmen laid the first walks in 1824, at the time the
‘park received its name, after the ‘triumphant visit to this country
of Maj. Gen. Marquis de Lafayette. Andrew Jackson Downing, the
leading American landscape architect of his time, designed the. flrst

with only slight revisions. The principal improvements occurred in

Traditionally, Lafayette Park has been the people's park. Its
statues remind visitors of the struggle to achieve a popular form of
government, and it has often been a meeting place for those wishing
to bring important issues to the immediate attention of the Chief
Executive. . Surrounding it and adjacent to it are buildings that
date from the 19th and early 20th cehturies, representing the period
during which the Republic grew from relative 1n51gn1flcane to world
leadership. - Many of the great figures in the polltlcal military,
diplomatic, and economic life of the nation worked in the buildings

Stylistically, key buildings have their roots in the Federal
Period. The rest run the gamut of architectural style through 19th-
century Victorianism and early 20th-century Edwardian taste,
‘culminating in the Beauxarts style of the 1920's, as exempllfled in
the United States Chamber of Commerce Building. With a few minor
exceptions, the district encompasses all the buildings of
architectonic quality in the area.
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9. MAJOR BJBLIOGRAmMICAL REFERENCES

George J. Olszewski, Lafayette Park (Washington,
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Study of the Buildings along Madison Place, Lafayette Square

dwWashington,

1960); Landmark files, Division of History, NFS, on St.

John's Church and Decatur House; AIA, A Guide to the Architecture of

Washington, D. C, (Washington,

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE . -L;ONSITUD™
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW 38 ° 541 04 " 77 ° 021 23 -
NE 38 ° 541 04 " 77 ° 02' OO0 "
SE 38 ° 53m 47 7 77 “ 02’ 00 1
Sw 38 ° 53' 47 77 ° 02" 23 '

1965")

L-cr\

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
.OF LESS TWAN gup ACRE

LAT-t. TUPE ; LONGITUDE

LIST ALU STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

mii. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
. John D. McDermott,
'‘“YyAVNI ZATION
OAHP, NFS

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th Street,

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA | ION

Historian

N.W.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State [ Local @O

Name

Title

Date

Degrees Minutes . Secends ‘Degrees Minutes Seconds
o 1 - o t n
COUNTY
DATE
,3/10/70
CODE
STATE
D. C.

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION:;:!

| herebv certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

1964); NFS, Historical
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WAaNINCTON OPFICKt
I J«. 4HI Haws OmoK BrnMN

PAUL D. PALOPf

Congretitf ot t(ie tHniteli ["tatetf

CHANLOTTE R. ELDRKDOK

)|OIU(e «C 3aepr«Kentat(be< mxaofTive NicK TMr
mbuHiiiglon. la. €.
i Bicnim
April 2U, 1957 AR 1087

INTERIOR dept.
< RECEIVED it

Howwable I1"red A, Seaton APR 2 51957
Secretar . B,
Departm%t of The Interior 1f OFFICE OP it
Washington 25, D, C, THE SECRETARY

Dear 1™, Secretary;,

I would apureciate having y*ur reaction to the matters

discussed in the press release sent you herewith.

~ally ycn

Frank Thompson, Jr., L, C.
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wmnbmton opricKi
«M Houw Omcm —mu

PAUL FALCCY

jrtft* ot t5t Wnlttli S
ftottft o« aepttttntatowl > *sc*ivffl>-Are
mutingtan, 9. C. APR 2 41957
svr b ~  OFFICE OF
<~ aHCRETAEY
|'- April 22, 1957
! ™T»RI011 DVT.
aboeivsd
Honorable Fred A, Seaton APR 2 31957
Secretary BBORarrABY's
Departnent of The Interior JHMBDIATa

Vi*ahingt«« ?5, B. C,

Dear Mr. Secretary:
I know you will be interested in this press release and |
would appreciate having your views on the matters discussed

therein,
Csjirdi.ally yours.

Frank Thompson, Jr/, M, C,

r..>f -.J--

ftPU 1 1
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tmx" Mr* SomK&mem”-,
TotHr gf “™ Sl to t3Mi Baeoret™hTy  tlie Xatador
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goOwrPttl to WUt QiSim H»r

aan» |0«oo00d to loazs of tio iatorwrt of tOo OoXo*Ma

Sitftorlosa aoeioty la t"MMit ppogportlos «o4 to aoto tlist tho
Si90iotgf aOoiitod a “HMOttybea tho pctii*oflca timt _tin

Soorotoxsr of toe fixterlos

on& studijr IHmm proiortioe ondber

tOe Blatorlc Slteo Act. It io tlo iC?ki of tOe IsUouol masSt

Bemrioe to aodntake such « BsrvoQf a

Ur jaXy 1 of this ymr,

pem*HmSL Bajvis xog”tod fa tiMi BreeidiRt*e to%o«t fler tlo
tdUm of tlw Hiatorio aitoe Gamgr esre eappaprlatM

Oa to:

Your Xatesreot la thlo oBtter ie ei™prael&ted.
SftaocerolY Y«trs®

(SGD) JOHN L DOERS

1. Boenr
AotlBg Cblef -
-MvfMen  Xatogpretntii®

S™pt.« 1Jatiosml Capital Bulgh, v/c lacaMng Itr. ea& reeoXatioa
Recreoticn Eesowree Pleaoiiig "

R, P. Lee

EWYoung:lc  5/26/57
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V.

CXBCLB CimE3I5 ASSOCIAXDQIV

¥'mBsnmm, d. c.
April 9, 1957

Seeretazy ext tlie INiEEt«rEor
Bxbertor Bepartaeot
HB8hiQgtim» B. C.

% dear Mr. Swntazy:

. At the reguaer monthly aeetliig erf the Bt™ont dzrOe dtissoiB
Aiwo™NIm held at the MrfLoiffer Hotel at 4:3D p.m. m April 1, 1957
a”™Noo eaa eede and carried hy »ianliiiflu« eonaant by Mr. L. M.
XMemrim” Fellow American Boetltute <rf Arohitects, which we are sure
you elll be lot"™eated In and xialA xmdo as Iblloiis:

"°lat the Sopent drele dtiaene AsaoeiatloQ
the proposal to here the Secretory of the
Ulterior pake a mrvey <rf the httlldii™ ef historic
and value la the 'ridalty erf and sunoiindins
lefeyette SepBre acrtlas ondsr the authority of the Act
to pwlde Ibr the pwrvatioD of historic toeriean
sites, buildings, eb”eets ttid aatipaities of rm”™ANi
_and Ito other lurpasee", aipfcored Aug. 21,
197-  Hx this ease toe aurrey to ineimi*. tl» Old State,
tor and Ifevy Bxilding, the Court of Claims Building, the
oal™aftl Ooreoran aallsey of Art, toe at toe
nartheest comer of Bena”lvaaia Ave. and Jackson Place.
<~ the "Dolly ifedieon Houee" and toe Beojanizi Cgle ffeyloe
htaiso on Madiaan Placa - cnee toe home of the Chemos ddb.

~AU. of theee pepeetiee are new otmed by the Ctaeamaant
<~ imderelpped plais here been made to construct typical

dapartomst Utildnes on toeee historic sites.
AsBodatlcn will Mpport action to preserve toeee
as historic maasaBsto of tJ» ptosrwtve develop,
aeot of our ~>tional A

note: UsetertMinlgs only of the area_are rinmnil
to be preserved - the KLalr-Lee Bouse on PecnaSv/™S

Avfflue and the Decatur Hn»e on the eamspeet comer of
JaeJawn Usee mod B Sts.

non otorSM, M are all e Anarlcans, in vim
— totereet of asr natlonétlnaiapltglrend the <ptr§ to
SEr*n"an. ™~ ufl to rtrnj .1th oU«r mtloo.

Very sincerely.

Fi k&gl
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»qr 3, 1957

mi. O«. Gleo 1- Sdgerton )
Sjfieeutive Birocto*' P2P«sitoact*# Advisory

CcenlssloB oa Presldaotial (tffie« 8gmi»
Itoon ffJB.A. Building
Wartdiietra 25$ S. G.

AttMAMMd «r« ex™MSjm iiP «tt iatesEt"Koige cdT eoaragpopdagice
between «>» m"'trmrnt of tte iBtarlor aod Cwapwwwn Frank

IEteQBgMK»i, *r», M MBtloaed in tka ©onf«r«!so wl-yi you lant «Mk.

fUnearaly yoiara.

BomMFE. lee
CMefy ffiLvlaloo of Interpretation
, . * Copy of;
StKjlosoraa Z qgQ"_Seaton fna Cong. Frank Thompson, Jr. 3/1V57
and reply signed by Act. Sec. Chilson V8/57)

re Lafayette Sgpare buildings
Copy to; . Porter

RFLee;kt
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mH’

MAY 1 3 1957

PRS 558

Dear Mr. Thonpsoni

Two press releases issued from your office on April 21
and 26 have been reviewed as you requested.

Your continuinp interest in the preservation of historic
structures is appreciated. Me note from the two releases that you
Nave quite properly communicated your views regarding the problem
*Jpf providing additional office space in the vicinity of the V/hite

- louse for use of the Executive Department to the President's
%’ dvisory Commission on Presidential Office Space.
«

As we advised you in our letter of April 1957, the

#ado Wretional Park Service shortly after July 1, 1957, proposes to

. “undertake a st_ud¥hof the historical and architectural significance

~ Xl m&f buildings in the vicinity of ttie V/hite House provided funds
1A requested In the President's budget for the resumption of the
historic Sites Survey are appropriated by the Gor”ress.
4

The proposed resumption of the Historic Sites vSurvey is
an important facet of the comprehensive MISSION 66 program of the
National Park lervice which, as you knot;, was submitted to Congress
last year with the strong support of the President and llie
Department of the Interior, This is but one indication of this
administration’'s continuing interest in the conservation and

Fr protection of historic struct’jres and areas throughout the Nation,
" Among the historic areas of the National Park vSyston establisted
since January 1953 are the Fdlson Laboratoi;*- National Monument and
the Edison Horae Historic Site in New Jersey; Chimney Rock National
} Historic Site, Nebraska; Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico;
il Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, Kentucl*y-Tennessee-
¥irginia; Fort Vancouver National Monument, Washir*ton; Gold®i
Spike N tional Historic Site, Utah and Itdependence National
Historical Park, Pennsylvmia,

Iz

Sincerely yours.

'(SGD) Hatfield chilson

Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Frank Thompson, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washingtc'n 25, D. C,
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L. M. LEISENRING, Architect

Ptlfatt, Awitrtcam Imaitlult of Arehrlocts

1777 CMUHCM <TRIST, N W WASHINOTON . D. C.

Phoni NOirrH 7-»*«B

Betolved that :»>

The Ccliaihla HI*toplc»l Socletf ea3ore«t with great Interest the propoeal

of the Secretary of the Interior to make a carwey of a nuaher of the land-
ings of historic and architectural Interest in the Ticlnlty of and surroand-
Ing Lafayette Park, acting ur-der aathority of the "Act to provide for ¢
frwsertraltloa cf hiaterie iaMriean tlitea* hwlldIincs, ohjeets and antiquities
of national algulficonea, and for other purposes™, apnroTod August 21,i9"5.
It la raconmended that this aurvay Include thd Old State, far add I'avy caii.:
log, the Court of Clalas Building -mthe original Corcoran Oallery of itrtv,
the hixildiogs at the northwest corner of Penneylvanla Aeecue and Jac'tcion ll«c
end the "Colly l/ladison Houae” and the Benjamin Ogle Tnyloe house on liadleon
Flact,-onca the home of tha Cotnos Club-.

All of thaaa properties ara now owned hp the OoTemment and undeveloped place
have been niade to construct typical departmontal offlet hulldlngt on these

Mstorle sites. Only two buildings la this Oowernnent owned area are pro-

fos™t to he prererved. These are the Tlair-Lee on Pennsylvania I'N'.
t. " f t or. Jj-. Fl
elll suppor* acti:n to pr'srrv? all t'.Ote re 1”ftr,'

r.si eln ae historic aonunente In the protsresslye.deveijpa.r-.1 oT our !'r ;>.ai

Ctrl tel.

Sent oiiflfiftl to Secretary of the Interior
Cof.les to P p, w'rfnk, Tho.TptOn, Jr., Eausa OfTlce Building,
Pires'a of the Budget
Se'iTil Servt«‘e Al-»inls'r; tion
Betlonel Capltel Planning
‘eice 0" the President.

ty L. h. Lelisr.rlrg, Cheira:ian.
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Ht.

Honorable Conrad L, Wirth
Director
National Park Service

Department of The Interior |
Washington 25, D, @ d 0

Dear Mr, Wirth:

I am sending you herewith for your information and comment
a copy of iny bill (rough draft) providing for the conveyance of
the Dolly Madison House to the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Appended also is a copy of my press release on
this matter.

For years the National Trust for Historic Preservation has
paid only the nominal sum of $1.CX) a year for rental of its
headquarters building at 712 Jackson pi., N. W., or so | hove
been informed. The National Trust rented from the Old Dominion
Foundation, a Mellon organization. 1| am told, also, that only
jrecently the General Services Administration, after acquiring the
buildini.'S at the west end of Lafayette Park, upped the rental from
|1 a year to |12,CXX) a year. As you can well imagine, this almost
put the National Trust out of Business, A fxirther piece of inform-
ation 1 have gleaned is that the National Park Service offered
office space in the Old Stone House in Georgetown to the National
Trust, This offer, although generous, was refused b“cause the
space in the Old Stone House was entirely too small.

Vy decision as to the wisdom of proceeding with this bill,
about which 1 have written to Hon, Sherman Adams and Hon. Percival

Brundage along this same line, will be based on the comments and
suggestions | receive regarding it.

>Gbrd:Mly yours.

Frank Thompson,

>> 1-trl'dh
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Sni««i*iA HisToatCAL mo'eirryte

=" wijoia.aaTow, 0. C (l 1 I r
<aa A

1135 - 21st Sta, W

.B;n

Waahington, D. C,
Hay 21, 1557

The Secretary of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C,
Dear Sir:

~Attached is a Resolution recently adopted by the o
Coluiabia Histcrical Society. The Resolution indicates that
the Society will supi'ort action to preserve certain historic ‘®Rik
buildings on and near Lafayette Square. ’ 1

Your interst in the preservation of these historic
structures is appreciated.

Sirccrely,

h'osiei T. RociCnb-rger

Recorder
utf

is'
SSI

. ~cl-i
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fetr

Smwr. NmtJn
<<t House Ornce |

/m' . l v —
PAUL D. FALCON

= Consreui of tt Winitth States

"7 " Hotu(e of a"epre”entatibejs T icume acurtan
JI 13 mi 38  sMifngton. 38.c. 1s/
IM Wa*T Stati Stmict J u Iy 11, 1957

Honorable Conrad L, WIirth
Director

National Park Service
Departnent of The Interior
Vajhington 25, D, C,

Dw Mr. Wirth:

I an sending you herewith for your infornation and comment

<~ Dolly Madison House to the I\Prt?(\)/}%{PerL% ﬁ)lnve r?(rz]ce of

fTeeeTTationAppended also is a copy of iny press release
this natter.

) ~National Trust for Historic Preservation has
I”id only the nominal sun of $1,00 a year for rental of its

WoS? o

é%giné éjégéﬂl%l%'é ORDCERRretgs LYo because the

wisdom of proceeding with this bill,
n Sheman Adams and Hon. Percival

suggestions | receive regarding it, comments and
*

NN

Frank Thonpson”
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' of Nem m ey

Mtm
[ROUGH DRAFT]

f- BILL

To further the policies enunciated in the Act of August 21,
1935, providing for the preservation of historic American
buildings, and”the Act of October 26, 1949» creating the
National Trust for Historic Preservation in _the United
States, by providing for the conveyance of Dolly Madison

gQin shington,. District, of. ouhtilisl,.t e National
lf_ll%gﬁor Istoric Preservation in tLe nlteg tates, angl
for other purposes,

Be it enacted bv the Senate and House of Representatives
” the United States of America in Congress assembled. That

4s need in this Act—
(1) the term "National Trust" means the National
Trust for Historic Preservation in the United States
created by the Act of October 26, 1949 (16 U.S.C,, sec,
46S); and
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(2) th« t«m ”Dolly Madison House” means all of that
real property located at 1520 K Street, Northwest, in
Washington, District of Columbia, which during the period
fron 1"37 to 1849 was the dwelling of Dolly Madison, the
wife of James Madison, fourth President of the United
States.

Sec. 2. The Administrator of General Services shall con-
vey to the National Trust all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to Dolly Madison House subject to the fol-

louring conditions:
(1) Dolly Madison House shall be the location of

offices of the National Trust; and

< (2) If Dolly Madison House ever ceases to be the lo-
cation of offices of the National Trust all right, title,
and interest in and to Dolly Madison House shall revert
to the United States.

See. 3. While owned by the National Trust, Dolly Madison
House, together with the improvements thereon and the furnish-
ings therein, shall be exempt fron; all taxation, subject to
the provisions of sections 2, 3, and 5 of the Act entitled
”An Act to define the real property exempt from taxation in
the District of Columbia™, approved December 24, 1942 (D. C.
Code, sec. 47-801b, 47-801c, 47-801e).
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V.,

3-

Sec. 4. While owned by the National Trust, Dolly ?*ladison
House shall not be condemned for public use by the United
States or the District of Columbia.

Sec. 5. The first sentence of section 3 of the Act en-
titled "An Act to further the policy enunciated in the Historic
Sites Act (49 Stat. 666) and to facilitate public participation
in the preserration of sites, buildings, and objects of national
aignificance or interest and providing a national trust for
historic preservation”, approved October 26, 1949, as amended

(16 U.S.C., sec. 46Sh), is amended by inserting immediately V.
after "the Secretary of the Interior;" the following; »»the
Chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts, ex officio; the Direc-
tor of the National Collection of Fine Arts, ox officio;".
1N

r“"kk k?-'k:

Ii: ik&aiks:: t-
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AUG 1 -1957

Baft, ffoak fliftftgftfta, Jr.
moftM «r Baipftes«BlI»tiva«
wftilftWaa 0. C.

omr Mr. Timi&tmt

A9 Mr. yrals Ot yemr offiea ramwaitad ia ft twiftyiMfitM eftU
of tiMMTft is snalftsod « dmft of %tUl tfssiiniisftijMt t fftwnttiy

VN H VN
ftoasss aailv IM

tmMmmIl MotciFla sitM.

Im sift ft;«m, of emmrn, timt imgi»3mim «X>
roftdjr «Ofttft w so ft—Ifs«a ~osa jarftfftrtlas. | rofftr to tto «et
of ~ftfftit ai, 1™5 (N9 etftt.

fte dzftfi ftss ftsiK i™poroft so « sorvieo fta jro« sad Im
Ot oioftsoft ftjr tla Sooxotaiy of tl» Xstori™ &r tio marnm of
tfta aadftst. 1 m wim, rntmimm, ym ttotarstsaft vm mn m%
Ift ft poslUoft to aits si” ito—ttftiwts vitft mttfmmt to tt ftt
tiao.

SiacorsJLar ytmm.

AN NN

IHLNnctor

tmalmwnm 8

Copy toj lational Capitol Bwks
Mr. B. F. Lee
Mr. Kahler
Mr. Bairrison -

HElarrison jWi—7/25/57
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July 23, y”SlI

Honorcble Conrad .« VJirth
L'i-ectcr .
National Park Service
Department of The Interior
'Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr. WLrth:

It to the National Irust for nistortc
r«aS’\«:etIved a letter Fr‘on vnéer Secretary
of the Interior a copy of which is attached herewith.

, Following receipt ot the letter from .
ritnRon 1 wrdL him saying that "My feeling is thnt the matter

can be better stated in another way and world appreciate havMg
your coments on the attached draft”. 1 sent >-i" » ~

St bill herewith. Your own comments on the revised bill
conveying the Dolly Madison House end the Benjamin xaylce hous

to theNatiohal Park Service would be deeply appreciated. |
iSuld bihelpful to hare your views on this matter at your

earliest convenience.
I am. of course, delighted With

i S UGk K EI
ol plan to i lﬁe h[tﬁilﬂgs(o J Sip® orA
~ eNest convict!™
the Historic Sites Act of 1935 requires not only the Resent
historic buildings at the West and East Sides of Lafayette Hark
to be intaj the itseK ma™~ed as ™ ais »
Site. rnlgkv?/%adﬁjg%p%brgeciete thy — T'JL_1"9ices

the upcoming survey. Great buildings at the West )
of Lafayetté Park would alter it beyond any recognition a«d its

historirvalue would be nil, as I am sure you will agree when you
have studied the matter.

Co/dia™ifyours

Freuk Thw,.uson. Jr., V, e
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON 2%, D. C.
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[Rough Dr»ft]
- Thompspn of Kew Jersey % N
BILL
ta™ Of th? Ir.t»rlor for the of .
Q8CHRASEOY i AMBricHAVBWTdinGs under the Act of August 21,
) 1935.
e Rft 1t enacted bv the Senate and House of Representatives

mel
of the United States of America in Congress assembled. That
«>5 the building known as the Dolly Madison House, located at 15*

S Street, Northwest, and the building, known as the Benjamin
~"MTf-~rloe House, located at 21 Madison Place. Northwest, both

< 'Sfe',g?l?féhlngton. D. 0., are hereby transferre ‘from* tie Adm_lnlstra-;(
tdr & Services to the Secretary of the Intdrior f&r

| M ?’the purpose of furthering the policy expressed in the first
1 11J section of the Act entitled "An Act to provide for the—preser-

"tiMm,*

o= p

ration of historic American sites, buildings, Objects, and -
'AnIntiqultles of national significance, and for other purposes-;

:®fc\pprovad August 21. 1935 (16 U.S.C., sec. 461). The SecretaiT. :ﬁ

~“py'lif'tha Interior shall preserve and maintain such buiMings,in.
Mte™Mficcord™nee with the' provisions of such Act of August
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(SGD) HERBERT E. KAHLER

!

Mr. Harrison
By A A g
REEXehler:mjl 8/8/57

‘“w to: Mr. R. F. Lee
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UNITED STATES
depart?®nt of the IFTERIOR

national park service

To:

From: legislative Expediter

Co«™nt3 Of Servloo on FoXlowlng legislation:
Subject: « g’y

~_In _accordance with _ _ .
Legislative Counsel containing the v - Director's signatiire.
lation in question should this office (Room 3122).
When prepared, the memoranaum shou Auguat 23 . Please mark a
It should be received here not later

Jw.orvwv m-j

gsersrpttel STLtIpeAMSalnd S sirrAiiia Sived

aylAAyI™N
Frank E. Harrison

Attachments 2

i:——tr
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UNITED STATES J
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AUG6-91957

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Previous LegilHatlgp:
None

Memorandum

To: Adniaistzatlve Assistaat Secretazy”
SLroetor™ BatiMal Rtxk Sesnriee

From: Legislative Counsel

Subject: H. S. 9060 - A MU, "»> dMi«mte as

sites lafisyette fiKeoare and eertaia bulldings la the
Yiclni® theraM, la the elty of tfcsHingten, Dlstrlet
Oolunhla, aaA for other ynzyeaes.”

The Secretary of the Interior has been requested to
submit his recommendations to the Congress on this measure.

In order that an appropriate departmental report may be
submitted as soon as possible, we shall appreciate the receipt of
your views and supporting data on this matter, in accordance
with the deadline prescribed in Secretary's Order 2777.

Please include in your statement an estimate covering

the probable cost of the measure in the event of enactment.

Theodore F. Stevens

ee: Hies
anlUvan

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C. 114174
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85th CONGKESS

1st Session 9 O 6 O

IN THE HOUSE OE KEPEESENTATIVES

August 2,1957

Mr. jMetcalf introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs

A BILL

To designate as national historic sites Lafayette Square and cer-
tain buildings in the vicinity thereof, in the cit}* of Washing-
ton, District of Columbia, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the U7iited States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That Lafayette Square, the buildings known as the Dolly
4 Madison House, located at 1520 Il Street Northwest, the
5 Benjamin Tayloe House, located at 21 Madison Place North-
6 west, and the Decatur House, located at the northwest
7 corner of H Street and Jackson Place Northwest, Washing-
8 ton. District of Columbia, are hereby designated national
9 historic sites. Hereafter, so much of the property as may be

10 in Federal ownership shall be administered by the Secretaiy
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1 of the Interior, pursuant to the Act of August 25, 1916
2 (39 Stat. 535), as amended, and in accordance with the
3 purposes of the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666).

w 13
£x3
2 Og g ax
chn B
a: /\ a &’) — ;r/]
g W pebdB
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L58-H

PRS 840 JUMNBTO57

Dear Mr. Thompson:
Your letter of June 2k concerning the old State, War, and
Navy Building and Lafayette Square has been considered carefully.
During the 1958 fiscal year the National Park Service of
this Department vill undertake a study of the historical and
architectural significance of the State, War, and Navy Building
and the structures and sites in the vicinity of Lafayette Square
mentioned in your letter. Under the provisions of the Historic
Sites Act of 1935, and within the limits of available appropriations,

new legislation authorizing this study, such as you proposed, is not

necessary.

Sincerely yours.

(sgd) Roger Ernst 8/20/57

Asst. Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Frank Thompson, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Copy to: Supt., National Capital Parks )
Design & Construction Division (Each w/c of inc. Itr. and

Mr. R. F. Lee enclosures)

Mr. Frank Harrison
Branch of History

'‘QM>O*<"N-RFL-ftad  7/12/57
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ConsreMo(  QlInttd Matat
Howte ft atyrft<ntt<rt>e<

CHAmjorrni r.

iMTuuba amt.
June 2U, 1957 aloltvsh
JUNZ2 41957
INTFFIOR dept
-ir  DECEIVED ™ natmonAxm
Honorable Fred A, Seaton
Secretary- ¢ The | _ JIN ?4 1957,
epartment o e Interior . A
Washington 25, D. C, )gheO';SPF'Q%SR%&BV
h On March 11" 1 asked you to comment on a proposed bill I had

prepared for introduction in the House of Representatives “to provide
that the Secretary of the Interior shall conduct a suinrey of cez*teil)
historic' buildings of -the United States under the authority of the-."M
Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935". The Bill was as follows:

A BILL

To provide that the Secretary of the Interior shall conduct a sia*vey
of certain historic buildings of the United States under the
authority of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935,

Be it enacted, etc.. That the Secretary of the Interior shall, under
authority of the Act entitled "An Act to provide for the presarvatiem.
of historic American sitesbuildings, objects, and antiquities of
national significance, and for other ptirposes”, a™proved IAuniist 21, 1935
(16 U.S.C., sec. Ji6l, et seq.), make a survey of historic buildings and
objects in the vicinity ofWVWwWashingtonmn, D, C, iiMluding
the Court of Claims building situated on the northeast comer of the
Intersection of Seventeen-th S-treet and Pennsylvania Avenue, N, W,,
Washington, D. C., the old State Department building situated on the
southeast comer of such intersection, and the headquarters building of
the National Trust for Historic Preservation in toe United States, 712
Jackson Place, N. W., Washington, D,#C. %

Sec. 2. As soon as practicable after the date of enactment of
Act, toe Secretary of the Interior shall report to the™ongresa the
results of the smncey conducted by him under the first section of this
Act, together with such recommendations as he may deem appropria-te. 3tR]||
report shall con-tain specific findings with respect to (1) the national
historical importance of the buildings included in such survey, and (2)
the feasibility of maintaining such buildings for use as office space
by the Tederal Government while, at the same time, preserving them for
toe purpose of commemorating or illustrating the history of the United

Stat?,
T
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Aprll“é’,e‘igglfds?g#%g%{/ r(r)lH]erﬂgeecl:Dr%?gr@mgPttr?ef Interior Hatfield
~cSlson saying:

e are plefised to learn of your interest in the pre”rvation

of these structures. V. should like to
historical and architectural significance ) J« 1977
be undertaken by the National Park giterANN ¢

in accordance with the provisions of the Historic Sites Act ™ !

Prrt?s sddfroiRke SRAMRIRIIST HRIRISBIRS] ] be—
~e appropriated by the Congress. Because of the
contelSd in this Act, a special act M333® 7

of the structures, which you have mentioned, is not necessary.

Since this interchange, as you know, the
Commission on Presidential Office Space ®. .
report in which i1t consistently disparage”e historic State Departpwxt
Building. )
I Introduced a bill, H. R. 761;0,"*amend the Act
to extend the time within which the report -

made by the President Ad¥1isor Commission on .
when 1t became clear that this Commission i

its report by June 2 and would not, as a result, benefit from the
Interior Department's scheduled study.

Robert V. Fleming, Commission chairman, wrote me under
May IU that "The Commission was informed that no his”rical su™ of

th~ area under discussion could be developed before

Consequently, the only alternative to submitting « ~e”rt
would be to extend the date for the Commission's * ®N®

problem under study by the Commission is not onlﬁ
and since the initial intent of Congress was to have a report by
February 2, 1977, i1t would be inappropriate now for the Commission to

further extension of time, *ny such consideration, >
¥¥AY&EED the President of the United States »»* ~

establishment of a Commission, and the Congress uhich enacted til.
legislation authorizing it,""

In view of this, | would appreciate i1t if you jidviM >,

17 0 “rer:iSurL" Mof

April 8, 1957. | "Movld appr«;late an earjj™ an«%x«r.

Cordis

Frank Th
Attachment*
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.3AM RAYBURN
Utb District, Texas

The Speaker's Rooms
House of Representatives U, S,
h'ashington, D,C,

June 0, 1957

Honorable Frank Thompson, Jr,
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C,

Dear Frankt

Page 75 of 313

I am happy to get your letter and to know that you
agree with me about tearing down some of these old, historic
buildings in Washington, 1| have said all the time if the
Executive Department needs mdre office space th”r could rework
the inside and do all the modernizing they want to do to make
this boiilding a workable and liveable place, but I am utterly
oppos'd to destroying this old building. There would be very
little stone that anyone cc Id use for any purpose, and then
I don't see any use in tearing down a solid structure like
that and putting up a new one that maybe some architect would

want to make some modernistic thing.

I aporeciate your sending me the Resolution you have
introduced, | understand the President's Committee has madcT
its report on this, but if they have to have any money for
something like tearing down this structure it is my opinion

they will have a pretty hard time getting it.

With every good wish to you, | am
Sincerely yours

Sam Rayburn

840
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UNITED STATES
DEPARB-1EKT OF THE INTERIOR !
MTIOI'IAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTCa? 35, D. C. \
T\

August 20, 1957, W

Memorandum

To: Messrs. Afeern, Baiilja~>, Carnes, Cook, Davis, ,Diederich,
Doerr, Evisoa, Harrison, Kaiilesc, Kejsaedy, Kerr*sr, King,
Langley, D. E. Lee, R. F. Lee, Lewis, Ludden, Miller,
MoEtgossery, Ramsdell, Robinson, Rowley, Sager, Strattcn,
Sutton, Ben Thompson, and Vint

From: Acting Director

Subject: Correspocdence Regoading Allocation of Money for Survey
of Buildings In or Nee.r Lafayette Square

Mr. Theodore Stevens of the Secretary’s Office has
requested that nothing regarding the above subject be sent oat
or any action taken relative thereto without first notifying the
Secretary's Office. He further requested that no letter on this
subject be seat to any Member of Congress® other than an
acknowledg?aent of the receipt of his letter, until the matter

is cleared.

V' p 17
E. T. Scoyea /
Acting Director

Copy to: Supt., NCP
Mr. Wirth
Mr. Scoyea
Mr. Tolson
Mr. Price



Case 1:25-cv-03969_—FF Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 77 of 313

L3T
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR IN BEFUr BEFSR !EO:
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L58 DI

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.
January 16, 1958

Memorandum

Ib: Neasrs. Kahler, Young, Littleton, Lesaig, Truett,
MeClvire and Hausamann

From: Chief, Division of Interpretation
Subject: WorklI™ Coianittee on Sti™ of Lafayette

In order to have a record and Saideratanding on tI”* next
step on the study of Lafayette Square, It la understood we have
agreed that Messrs. Young, Littleton, Lessig, Truett and McClure
will constitute a working comanittee to prepare an outline and

a reconnalSBanc.e type study of Lafayette Square. Whenever
they axe ready, end if at all possible not later than January 24,
they will leport back to Hr. Hmissmann, Mr. Kahler, and me, so that

we can review the plan with the working committee and agree on the

next steps to take.

-la il

Konald F. Lee
Chief, Division of Interpretation
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N IN REPLY REFERTO:

DEPARTM%MEQES‘F%B%%%'Orf""’\'/\

NATIONAL PARK/<SERVICE
WASHINGTeJN 25, D. C.

January 24, 19

Memorandum
To: Ifesars. Ronald F. Lamr*Mibler. and Era
From: Working Committee on Study of Lafayette ™

Subject: Outline for Study of Lafayette Square

As directed by Mr. Lee's memorandum of January 16, the
committee met in Mr. Kahler's office at 1:15 p.m., January 22, axid
prepared the attached outline.

Present, Messrs, Kahler, Young, Lessig, McClxire, Fenton

(replacing Truett), and Littleton.
The outline is siibmitted for your consideration as a

recomaissance type of study for Lafayette Square.

Staff Historian
Attachment

1t-"5 T
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MAR 2871960

COVERING BRIEF
To: Secretary of the Interior
From: Director, National Park Service

Preparation of determination by the Secretary for

and evaluation by the latter agency of historic Federal

buildings
27, 1935 (49 Stat. 885), as
kO U.8.C., 1952 ed.,
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Suggested Outline for Reconnaissance Type Study
of Historical axid Architectural Value
and Significance of Stru.ctares around
Lafayette Square, Washington, D« C.

I. Introduction;

A. Legislative authority for and purpose of survey
1. Historic Sites Act of 1935
2. Coinmitments on hehalf of:
(a) Office of the Secretary of the Interior
(1) Letter of April 8, 1957 Chilson to Cong.
Franli Thompson, Jr. (commitment on 1712
Jackson Place and Court of Claims).
(2) Letter of July 22, 1957 Scoyen to Cong.
Frank Thompson, Jr. (commitment on Dolly
Madison House).
(h) Budget Office
3. Resumption of National Survey of Historic Sites and
Buildings, and Historic American Buildings Survey.

I1. Historical and Architectural Setting;

A. General statement on Historical and Architectural
Significance of Lafayette Square,

B. Description of chief structures situated on Square during

its heyday.

Diagrammatic Map locating and identifying the structures.

Overall picture of Lafayette Square during its heyday.

Brief Historical and Architectural data on each important
building still remaining (also include those about which

inquiries have been made).

moo

I1l. Previous developments affecting the Setting:

A. Brief description of major alterations to historic setting.
B. Discussion of architectural historic structure losses re-
sulting from the following, all of which have changed the
character of the area.
1. Construction of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce Bldg.
2. Construction of new structures.
3. Large construction projects.
C. Selected photographs of lost structures.
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IV. Status of and Data on Remaining Structures:

A. VJhat has been accomplished.
1. 1IABS work.
2. Historic Sites Sur'/ey work.
(a) Structures declared to be of national significance

by the Advisory Board.
(1) V(hite House.

(2) Treasury Dept.
(3) Blair-Lee House.
(k) Decatur House.
(5) St. Johns Church.
3. Public Preservation Efforts.
(a) The Square itself.
(b) yJaite House.
(c) Other structures.
k. Private Preservation Efforts.
(a) Decatur House.
(b) St. Jolins Church.
(c) Other buildings.

V. Recommendations:
A. Vdiat Remains to Be Accon”ilished,

B. V/hat Studies need to be made.

C. Recommendations for preser\*ation or marking certain structures,
dependent upon Advisory Board Action.

1]dw

112\ [r<?
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mtVt Mr. KRbler la kU Omc« at 1:00 p.»., February 20, to eonalder the
caitliae for the proposed study of Xiafayette 3"Oiare*
_ IBie outliae vas discussed and approved With caw exception, the
hddltioa of "Selected Source M&teriSilB Coosultad.” Uhls Itaai will be e
“?1" la the outlliw.
Actual WEn" csa. this study cannot officially begin, however, until
the Secretary gives his penalsslott.;; J*ending this decision, no further woa*
has be«i i>ianaed. N
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Lafayette S\ﬁjiare unlees the ~cretaiy'e OdPfice vas notified of the
pcosoaaX, We also unterstenl that tttt Secretary** Office bae re-
Nieeted that aeahers of the Mvtaoxy 9oard cm Katloxial ParlcSi
Historic Sites, Bulldiags, aad Mooeniate mt he polled on “Meticais
of historical sif|alfloa»a» vitbout clearsi”™ froa the Secretary's
Office, and 1t should he noted that i1t viU be necessary to poll
the Board to detmnine the historical tlpdficance of these struc-
tures bordering on historic Lafayette Square, it this 1* to be
aeccaplished la 90 days*

Ljaaeaentfetloo; 1t is necessary for the Secretary of the Interior
to discharge hla statutory obUfiatloB wader the Act of August 27,
1939, and give the Adratnlstrator of the Oeoeral Services Aanlois-
traticm a det<ntilimtieo idMther or act Vm&e Fedsral _

now proposed for dsaoXltioa ire histcrie structoree of national
sis&lflcance within the nesntag of the Historic Sites Act of
Au£nt SLE 1935 {79 Stat. 666). It should also he noted that

S. 3126, 86th Congress, 2nd Ssealon, idii<” itroposes to deslgtinte
these staructures as national historic sitiw, is under review hr
the Department. _In order to “ve a eoastdered cqdnlon on these
Mestloos, 1t will ho necessary for the listlooal Paalt Senrloa to
Investigate the sii®lfleanm of these structurcM. We recomEosod
that this he authorised so that we can Browde you with a re<x%t»
IMQdaticin. A letter of 8ehaoid.edOasirt bns been prepared for your
slgoature to Mr. Floats stating that the iwceasary invmti*tions
will be aade and a detandattioa forwndsd to hin as rsiMired by
the Act of August 27* 1935*

Reecinaapaatim; !Chat you slI”i the attached letter to Mr. Floete.
jjm’i L WIHTH
Director
Attaehaent

Copy to: DCCO
Asst. Sec'y, Pub. Land Ngot.
Division of Legislaticm
Division of Property
Ada. Asst. Secretary
Svg?t., Natl. Cigpltal Parks
Branch of History 7
Mr. Frank HarTtson
Mr. R. Youn" (det.)

A 2
RWYo\mg: gr; 3-10-50
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MMM e mmBl

A 1
m\Nm WhenOn you t&t your lettwor of jharek IX re MSstlog rwrimr «a& o2k
r& I\/Iy evaluatloa of tlur notdUnaaX hlrtoricoX al”lfioonee of tbe

Ooremaent-osaaed jrcjptrrty at tiw aoutbaast comer of Jladlsoa Sladai
aad H Str, H.f, 1a Wartttagtoa. D.C., tdtieb ie to be d«»ol-, !
N

iI»i»d to provide a ,»ite fSjr a oev \felfeed 3tafc<w Court of CXai®

FieLa larastlgatlcai of tbeee structm”s wLXl be required sn$l/:* 1" mm—

i &.S, upcm cc«5pXetloa of -aaes© etudiee, you vIU be provided vitb a -
i- deterelaatiOB oa tbe Metorleal 1js”rtacoe of tbe buildlags. It ~
] Is aaUcipated that tbe report os tise structiaree elll have to be
Vs yreruned D o andod R e Xc}vsisory aree e PEi o

Parfes, Hietorio Eitee, Bulldlags, and >fcsa»«Eit», uhi<di ua» Svﬁ%%hr/j\df%\l%-w
s Uahed bg/ the Act of August 21, 19J5 9 St«t. 6862 as gss upoo ¢
Of natl™»1al historica*| oigulflcooee sad felated parfs

. Asticjaa
mM . aattera aad to advise the Secretarg rjarcilag iism, Hie Board
IS aov in recess aad vIU niree to be provided copiee of the Nl A,
r«iK«t. by o&il for study. As soon «a possible, aad within the
90-day tiias ~edfied by the Act of Aagaat ZU 1935, relating A
to the dsMoUtioa of Federal public buildings, v« will endeavor . -
to jU-ovide you with 17 neceesury detensinatlon.

N, Sincerely yours, . S M S m i P
(SgdJ fftd h, Seaton 'ym mmmr

1
Ve | o
. mymm Secretary of the iat«rto» -* XYY
oYM ¢
v Hr.FranHIlIn Floete | im
Adadnietrator "
Omertil Services Adadalatratloo

tfashingtoa 25, h. c.

I Oepy to:
i Csos. 3ec*y*i Bab. isnA Hitpiti
W v Blvision of Li”slatlc« -m- :
o btvleian of Frc?perty Mnpxt, " . y .
Ma. Asst. Secretary ' *»S:Sa

Supt., Hstl. Capital Puklcs. With cbpy  insoiaing.
oJaroncdi of History. With cdg™ of ir_1a»iin%. ms
,«r. rranfe aarrisoB.!1 With incoalng. ' "

Mr. R. W. Young (det.) With isopy of inct*aing.

|
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Washington 25, D. C.

MAR 111960
The Hcmoorahle

The Secretary of the Interior
Washington 2, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary;

Under the provisions of the Public Buildings Act of 1959, ve have
reconsaended to the Ccaamittee on Public Works of the Senate and the
House of Representatives, respectively, a proposal for construction
of a new Federal bxiilding in Washingtcm, D. C., to provide suitable
housing for the U. S. Coiart of Clalins. The building would be con-
structed on the Government-ovned jaoperty at the southeast comer
of Madism Place and H Street, N, W., in Square 221, a portion of

which was acquired for a public building site in 1932 and the bal-
ance in 191*0." The proposal was approved by the House ConHnlttee on

Februaiy 2k.

The ﬁ_ropo_sal contemplates the demolition of the ex_isting_ buildings
on this site cou’srised of the fcanner Cosmos Club (including the
Tayloe or Cameron House and the site of the Madison House), the

Wilkins Building and the Belasco Theater. The theater was built
in 1895, the Wilkins Building in 1911, the original Madison House

dates from 1828 to 1836, and the Tayloe House was built in 1830.

This is to inform you of the intention cf the General Services
Administration to demolish these buildings, and it is requested
that you deterndne ~ther such buildings have national historical
significance within tl» meaning of the Act of August 21, 1935. In
view of the urgency to proceed with the design and construction of
this project, an early decision in the laatter will be appreciated.

Sincerely yoiirs

FRAJIKLIN FLOEIk
Adaiinistrator
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CoKsr to: Supt., jjatlonal Capital Parks
Mr. JTank airrlsoa. With Ine. memo and bill.
Mr, Bea HHha"psoa.
Brancq: Iof History : fil \4
Br. of li“ory ts”slative file yr jjr.
KWroung-IM" 3/21/60 > Yr U voung (det.)
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Washington 25, D. C. E . ¥

mEcE SV ¢ ve T, v, f ommmmiy: K./ 3.

'Honorable W) M V I 2 = - v/ ' e
The Secretary of the Interior
Washington 25, D. Ci t,:.,. .EAMEE i
S, NAEYY —— v " Smvr

Dear Mr. Secretary:

. . L EMENEE
Under the provisions of the Public Buildings Act of 1959> we have y
recommended to the Committee on Public Works #f the Senate and the

Heuse of Representatives,—respectively,—aproposal for—construction ' E 4N
of a new Federal building in Washington, D. C., te provide suitable — wmgiz. i WI-
housing for the U. S. Court of Claims. The building would be s §|y j

constructed on the Government-owned property at the southeast

comer of Madison Place and H Street, N. W., in Square 221, a

portion of which was acquired for a public building site in 1932

and the balance in 1940. The proposal was approved by the House

Committee on February 24. e e

The proposal contemplates the demolition of the existing buildings 'mE* E|syE'y'-«
on this site comprised of the former Cosmes Club (including the

Tayloe *r Cameron Heuse and the site of the Madison House), the " e '-\/EN
Wilkins Building and the Belasco Theater. The theater was built

in 1805, the Wilkins Building in 19Il, the original Madison House .

dates from 1828 t* 1836, and the Tayloe Heuse was built in 1830.

This is to inform you of the intention of the General Services T 't
Administration t* demolish these buildings, and it is requested 'EMN  JE-%"

IENEy | that you determine whether such buildings have national historical E E
e significance -within the meaning of the Act of August 21> 1935.
In view of the urgency to proceed with the design and construction j 1
I of this project, an early decision In the matter will be appreciatgc_j,_y

1 m - -
rf'- _ V.., i,E- Sincerely yeurs.

V#E];-"EEE,E%:E YVE j

r = m "~ ®. (sgd) Franklin Floete;,, ™ I

Administrator V'EE?:S'

I-IE&EWSEEE AIEjtdv
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N0o20 1960 %"
V. "m

B\NE-MAYS >,
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jiemorandiuil " WB *

Legislative Coimsel, Office of the Solicitor
Throu”. Assistant Secretary

\d\n

proDi: g Director, Rational Park Service

©ibject:  Comraents on S* 3229 - To amend the Public Buildings Act
of 1959 to provide for the preservation and maintenance
of the Dolly Madison House, the Benjamin Tayloe House,
and the old Belasco Theater for historical, cultural,

and civic purposes

This is in response to your request of March 28 for our views on
the subject legislation. It directs the Administrator, General
Services Administration, to preserve eind maintain the Dolly Madison
House, the Benjamin Tayloe House, and the old Belasco Theater on

SRS e R RS S SY ShRO 2N ol ctRg PSR re
the old Belasco Theater and the Rational Park Service and the
District of Columbia Recreation Department are to advise and

assist the Administrator in the restoration and management of the
theater as a municipal art center.

We reconmiend that no action be taken at this time on the purposes
outlined in S. 3229 in accordance with the reasons stated below.

It may be noted that the purposes of S. 3229 are similar to the
purposes set forth hy S. 3128. Accordingly, the basic reasons
for recommending no action on S. 3229 are in substance the same
as those set forth in the attached copy of our memorandum of

April 11 to you.

In addition, it should he pointed out that historic structures
preseirved by the Federal Government for historical purposes are

normally administered by the Secretary of the Interior in _accordance
with thé Historic Sites”Act of Aii*ust™ 21, 1935 (k9 Stat. 666), or

the Act of Axogust 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535an net to establish
the National Park Service.

(ME. J,ScpyeB: .
'OmeB; ACtlng IgLrtctoj?

XM

‘w’B: '-B

~"/Bbb

MMM

"BB'-

o* N5

X**

Attachment =_ - pbb- |

Copy to; Asst. Secy., Public Land Management
Supt.  Rational Capital Parks

aS'-V

= 1 B:

m"yi-v V¥, R]

B

vB'i'i-r’

iB- .-V



Case 1:25-cv-03969)—/[2|)_F Document 7-17  Filed 11/%5 Page 91 of 313

mimm

Mnaaapiedm

To: mstmaX </«a HatkB
fwmtSi™. Btwtctor

CvIM«eti CagqgOctl™ of aXjitoriaa Studjr «dT Certain J*ropertiM
ott tap iMt (KLte of laftiyotta Bcaiart

4diva 9, SMTOt ry SMiton SigntA e l«tt«r to mmoia
laoeto/ AdKLiil»taratcar> CaaM. 8«rvi«M Atelnlotvatloa, IAulilitttQa,

C. ttatlag a hlatorlfai. tody imim Im ««abietaft of
four atruetaraa aitoataA on iSm m»t ald4a of jCAfigratta 8«ara, la
fou haiM raaaliraC aotlaa of (lagaa»ipy *a lottar to

vbUk WM atta™ai a oi«|r of Mr, flaata'a latCar of Meeh U,
ra«iaatiac that “™~ aaatatity atoiloa ho aoMi. 3la ywavartlM are
~MdfioaUys tfao Dally MMlioa fiouao, tlw Baajaela 30ylo« Hoiwo,
tbo ViUciaa lulXliae, aad Mo Salaaeo Thmim*

80ml yaollaUMoy emtmmm m tho ™~ tloa of att«lylag th«ao
atewturoo and with MgaaC to tiia niN~aeatloa of tarvico aomito
on poadlag lagialatiaa to |[fIMrr>» thM; ha»o ba<a hoM altii
Aaaeeiato au9«-laft«Ml«it fftt. Oa tiio aftoraoon of 2oril al?,

Mr. Jott, Mr. Hoiao, ibxx Mf. MMl«ro, of BOtiqaal Ctoltal Pttrks,
aot la tira offloo Chlof matorlaa xablaar, to oenfor 01th aodbera
of Ma ataff olth rofaad to ttoo «att«r of ~ortokitM; aal ooi™otlag
tM aacoaaary Matorioal isvoati™"tiOB of “™ atrueturoa iBslt la
ataaaao of atioa 14. »ila la tha CaaftUaa Cato, tnaor tlia a«t of
toiurt «7, X939, aa mmM, tmtii raquiaat that tm Caaaatiay of
tita iBfcaarior oAvlaa tlia of th# (ieaeral Servieoe
MBN8t»atl«, 1"~ 1a 90 4aera of tiia raealyt of a ftfoeat firaa tha
lattar official, Motlair a Dwtlilag of hlrtcric latcreat ia fO4et«l
awMiI™ la or la not of Mktioiial alpilftaiMiai aitiiia

of tha Hiatorla Citaa Mt. ftt acatiag m iterU it not
apantJiat iotioBaxX Caaital YarDa aauld milartaka a linaf a ™ of
tha atruetaraa/ aaf ttoa fonortag irotoaai aOhateU of targst dataa

OBS outllaad;
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Misr 15  Study to bo ooBoleted in tyyod fea» by Bbtiooil
Cagpitil Ima,

Miy 20 * Study to b* TmOyr la procoMod tm to bo proMstod
to tbo MvIMvy Boord*

Juutt 1 - Reply ﬁ)lvlag the oloM odT tbo Boivd to be received
la itaflblagtoa.

Juae 2 ¢ A letter froa the Seeretezy to Mr. Ploete to be
|i)repered la this offiee glvlag the teeulte of the
avestlglrtleisi by ShtloDal Capital Farics ml
ladleatlag bhether or not the structures we or
are not of aatlooal signiflcmee.

]>uring the aeeting vith MmsTs. Jett> Heine, sad MoClure, Mr. Kahler
suggested the foarm, Imgth, sad general eontent of the aeeeasary
study, end re”piested that it be ﬁ_re ared and stbaltted la 50 copies.
If there Is any furthw vay la vhich the Ifoitixiagteii Office my be
of assistance la this natter, please call i”en us.

1k
~-am
la duplicate
Copy to: Br. Of History
Mr. Littletoa

RWYoungrng  h/15/60
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Citkens' Commi”e for Opera -
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A COMMUNmMr UNDERTAKING IN SUPPORT OF v
THL OPERA SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON

SUITE 44, 1745 K STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON 6, D. C.
REPUBUC 7-05Sa

May 9’ 1960 REPUBLIC 7-0700

O. ROY CHALK

CARL LEVIN

Chairmen

Member*

FLOYD E. AKERS

NORMAN BERNSTEIN R .

LEWIS T. BREUNINCER. SR. Mr. Conrad Wirth, Director

CIARD SURLING. IR, National Park Service

GEORGE DE FRANCEAUX Department of the Interior

TODD DUNCAN 1

DR. MILTON L. ELSBERG WaShIngton 25’ D C

MRS. ALUE S. FREED

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG 1 -

ARTHUR 5 COLD! Dear Mr. Wirth:

HARRY J. KANE, JR. . L .

M S pass As chairman of the new Citizens Conmittee

LANHAM. USA, RET. to Save Lafayette Square, | wish to enlist your

WALTER LOUCHHEIM, JR. interest and good offices to the end that the wis-

MAJ. GEN. LOUIS PRENTISS - - - -

DR. JAMES E. RUSSELL dOT of preserving the old buildings fronting on

THOMAS W. SANDOZ the east side of Lafayette Square may be brought

MILFORD F. SCHWARTZ -

H. ALEXANDER SMITH, JR. personally to the attention of the Secretary of

HOBART A. SPALDING the Interior.

J. C. TURNER

EDWARD BENNETT WILLIAMS

Either through you or directly, | would like
to call Mr. Seaton's attention, for instance, to
some of the plusses which could be obtained for
the President personally from public relations
and good will standpoints if he were to intervene
to save the Belasco Theater, to say nothing, of
course, of the boon that it would be to culture
and the arts in our National Capital.

The President of the United States, unlike
the heads of state of almost every other country
in the world, does not have a national theater
or opera house to which he can take state guests
during visits to our capital. The restoration of
the Belasco, the old Lafayette Square Opera House,

- would give our capital such a "state" opera house

The President's interest in saving i1t would

be noted and appreciated by all who are interested
In culture and the performing arts. Were the
President to state publicly, and to take action to
reinforce his statements, that he thinks the capi-
tal should have an appropriate opera house, where
opra, ballet, recitals, etc. could be held, and
that the Belasco should be restored for this pur-

o pose, at least until there is a National Cultural

Pt Center, his action, we believe, would meet with
universal acclaim.
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I have mentioned this to Jim Hagerty and
have written to him about 1t, but | thinx that
it is a matter which could be handled best if™
the Secretary, as the responsible Cabinet offi-
cer, were to take it up with the President.

| would appreciate an opportunity to discuss
this with you or the Secretary, or with both of
you, at your earliest convenience. Of course,
there is considerable ur%ency about this because
It is a Hill matter which may be decided within
the next few weeks.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin, Chairman,
Citizens Committee to
Save Lafayette Square

CL/sd
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of History
Mr, Wirth
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JUN 3

Hm. Franklin S. Floete
AdolMstrator _
Oeneral Services Adalnistration
Washington 25, B, c.

SSar Mr. Fleets:

With further regard t© your letter of March 11 to Secretary
AN, rI"N™ revieir end eimlnation of the national

historical slgnifleanee of the ~eraai«at-oimed property

T _ corner of Madison Place and H Street, HJf,
to Washington, D.C., ve are pleased to give you a detemination
m N> August 27, 1935 (k9 Stat. 885),

An i~estigation of the historical significance of these
st ures has been coDg?leted and has been reviewed by the
Ad”sory BO”™ on Satlonal Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings,
tod Morafflumts. As the result of these consld«rati©ns, the
fining has been made that the Dolly Madison House, the

Tayloe House, the Wilkins Building, and the Belasco
Theater, ~acent to the east side of tofayette Souare, are
not of national historical signlficaneeT----"

Sincerely yours.

Dlreetor

Copy to: ICCO
AA

APR
WL

m Hat. Capital Farits
Mr. Frank Harrison
Branch of History

BHYoung-IMd 5/aS/#C
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fegialailv*! Cofuib««l, Office' <sf tbe Solicitor
finfwui®s  A&bSi«t«Ht Sierets?,-

/Mln »J PiNJLie Xasd “amemant
frm’, ’g‘l>|r*N;t<»*, Satlcttttl Fark Serrlee
‘S."3’\80, K Bin 'te «<M«id x\m PlifeU« BulMiis* Mt of 1559
m m» a gtwiy f»r the of *o-NiirwIRI®« |

tbo feasiblli™ tsf loeattim the Coart of Claim, ti» Cotyrt
of Caatism am Pataet Afpsala, aaft tlas Coart  tlw

?Inl7e4 States isear tli# Corart <3f the Halted otat«»,
a»d for other FA-ir®**** o
% iXA f 13
TNa is In to rfcutr wi»ie»t tsi'tntf HITimltim ««* ecaamat*

Tfels Mil ireuM tiaftal the P«feUc “Miaga tet of 1959 W «441»e two
mw sectIsms thereto, ‘fim flirst sectimi to far adiad voaia asthorise
the AfJainlatratcap of Csm-iral Serrlcas to e«iia«ct a Joint stw” to»
lather with ttie Batioaal Cajdtal ?la*mlag Cksnnissiflai a»l the Ces”ssiea
of Fine Arte to dfeeterMm ttae feasibility of eoastractlag "tiiaar the
Shssreae Court of tbm lhilteii States™ a bulMIBg to hmtse tbs Court of
Claias, tbs Court of Custaasi aond %t«ct A|rpsals, 'Sax G”art of

the C»t” States.

Insolto as the fcawpili® ssotlon la eomsraad, the Setlcmal ?arh Service
hat BO ecaaeat to offer InaimBah as aa”™ rss'ipcmsibilltr wMeh 1t «ay baw-
Is linl'tod to t:tot -wMffh arlaas solsl¥ hy virtue of the Director’s
m~raliip m the nmmtm Cmmimtm. fthew is m puris l«wt la
lawadiate vicinity at the aiprew Court sad It Is, therefore, toillhely
that park land vmld be Imrolwd.

the s«ss»a sectioc to he added to the ftjblle BtUMIlogs Aet of 1959
v'miM re<J§?Ite tla» AdElaistratwr to preaerw and aaint'alB certalB
bt'dllinES™on Jjaihyattft 8g<»re for historical, culttsml, «&1 civic
purpcsses i» heepi** with Um imtlemal policy of proteotir™ ead pre--
se.rviBg Mstca*i« ftwrlaui tejdMIssgs arai slteo.” the ex”™nt of this
Servim’s parUolpatlm is ceisflaod t© adYialag and assisting the
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1Sga) € T. Sooyen.

Oi7«et<ar

Acting

Copy to; Assistant Secretary—Public land Mana™ment

Aou erintendent, Rational Capital Parks
MJtcMhler

Mr. Thcaigpson

FEHarrisoMHj(E'ﬂ%i/%%g (.
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HAY 24 1960

Ts:-?-
A"
To; Assistant flecr(5tAr;--?u6lle lan/i f*am\g;«went;

Frw;; Direator, Sfetional Pat® §(9Ttt"
Stt'bjeets leerliigs. oa S. 3279, i* 32£», and 3.

On th® of Jfetir 23 .Isaa-ringa sss™a eoa™.viet«d tm th® fo?iegoi»|?

Villa 'To ft?r«nrl PulHc Bulltiiajjs A;;t of 195> ao aa to o.ut>jori;;e

a sttuly for th«t xttr~sn of fletorsd.nliRy tT» feaetlillty fxf I<3ea.tinj|

tlss Court, of Claims, the Co».a't of Cu«toR» and ~tsrt Appeal#, arsfl tI*

Ites Cc*urt of Ifnltec- Spates oaar tJ>s €iv?-ruse Cfsurt rtf i';« United

Sttti;”s, and for ntl™rf ;s*irpti®a». *  The liaarlii“a wre V»efor« -fch# Public

EulWlInga an.i OrcpjuEfcia Bvibcoswlttee <sf the f«nate Ftl'llc w'orks Ccsrsaittee,

Sonetor Janslrtg* ~'.'ndolpJi presided. Mr, Flt)«te, AdMislatratcj? of Oemral
Sers™lcea, appsared aad gave teatiaoM”f, as did t?*9 Chief Ju.%»a of tn»

Ccairt «f CliOasa and the Oourt ®f OoMtcm and Batamt Appals. AtBaoolate

Judgs Tumor of thg Court also teotifleei. Camwor Cooyer flle-1 a

statsiBeyrt for the record. Bemt<W Morse of 0rap¥>r. appeared, artd spoi-« 4509
In Vev«If of M# bill, S. 379, I

1~ Harrison, mceari/msiiaea Irr Mr. ISkhler, aptsearad for tlm t3e:/NirtaeTit

read tha :>®j rt:asnt *« .report eC Ms/ 23. Senator F"Aisdol|*, aalostl -
mvhether the rjs™arts"nti «a» expresalisg any "ievr oa the estMtlcs. In-
yrolved a”l Sarrlaon l'eplled that It vas not—tlsat Its eosaaetit vas
lIEited sol®!:// to a» emluation of tbs historical sl”™ifioama under
a study \sj tm liatifjasil Parp Osr7lea, Mr. gavti the eosMttsa
a brief $t«t*a«sat on t!» hlstcry iH tha buildings. -asivi

L —

A ma«Vef cT a'Mitior;-&I \fittK3i-58 veris present to tes'Aifv after th# Y.
I>sfartttBrt «# nsgsort v¥as pre”nted.

(SGPX PPliRAa i-

Copy to: Division of Legislation
t/\SuV|c\)/erintendent, KGP
mwWo 'tt- -
fe’. H%/rrison""dT X t-CtH

FEHarrison:hJ(5/23/60) @) 1 ASOHY™A
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Etett. FranlOLn V,
Ateialfitr&tor
O«awal SorvICM
w*Mn|;toa S5» B* C.

S»ar Mr. fimtctmt

mtb ftirtoMr ragaart t© ywr IOW«r of Nurob 11 t« awsrotary
«»* >"oatl«» of* to# Fntto’\

Mrtorloal si“ufloMe* 9\ thi pertklN

0B the ©*W IMliott Kae©

in ifnahto”, B.f. tO [jilvO ~«i a 4jrteminatl«a

(l@g acofortege@ irith th© Aofi ©f A»®iOt T, 1935 1k9 9bst, aS5>,
naifuio

An Invoatlipatlon of th© b4**j«F|«ia ©|’\fleallo© ©r th©s*
struetur©* ba® b««n doa™liM and ba©® b©« mL«nd by the
Adsrloory Board ta Matlonal fa»ki; Blatttrlo Bite©, Bwildin«®,
N Jtonmunt©.  A© th© rOinllt ©f thaa® ©|B©td©t»t|©n© ibs
finding M b©«i Had® tbhdt tbh© Bally Maii®«a te®©,

*Qy 3©e BBaae tb© «Hkia© Bmldlb}q and tho Iti*aeo

* /\
B © %rnaa (%(}Pga?ogtlgc{{j?egl of etU $«iar©, nro©

m'. . |"OrOly your®,

Mxeeter

Ckw to: BOCD

1 AA | r

- AJH

| g&p Kbt. Capltel Hub©
Mr. fraalr Barrfaiii =™~
Branch ©f HI«tOry

WXoung-lbd 5/b6/7™
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<CExj-v?
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m'(\%m A
L -V
[ . 111 -
MMS&M" 1 xig .
Sti»£S-:-licBr8adh» ’
.~ JinalaitiyB Ccwaa#*!, Office «T ti» Solicitor WRWVETIEN YW
. ®Sro«™  Assisteoat ~mervUeef - .
fj~x >69 _ ) AXie Uemd Pnmmmnt- k
>V. I"wKjtcBf, actional Parte 8mmm
Xii. M- 4
Yo e S. 3760, A Mil "B M»iiS  2VAU« BailM” Mt ©f 1959

1K I f A I ‘
g OO R A e P s
«f CastcHse aaaf Fatmiit AjMieals, aiiA tise fa*.Coart, ®f the

m ~ted Sta”™ aMur the t»gpreei» Ccrart «f the Ual-" Btates,
kot - aed far othar yaiTpeeee™ 0(04-167~ Al / A
ingfS' This' 1# IR t® your rmuma® ©ftKr If/i»vttIBf our eemmats
-f>
" IMS istll irmM aaeat the IHitoUe SalMliipi* ©™ ef 1959 fey eddIB”, lara 1t
1S8f mm aeetiom thereto, ¥he timt seetiaa to he added vmM authorise o
-~ AiMuUiietratcr of Ceneral Serrlees to eeiiabBet a Joiat stad” to* -
W4-J. ne”r vith tla Batiaml Oafiti® ermSe% CkmdUMii«n and the CenHUsim
«f Mat Arts to detezatoe the SmmMIMU” of earaetractiag "hear the
«krt' Su"TMt Coiart st the Qhitail Sfeatm™ a huiiaisf t© hextae the Court of
eilaias, the Court of Castoae mA fMeat Ajgmls, mA tUa "Sm Court of
the thUted Statai. Ve
laso”™ as the foe«iatf® sastioa Is &fmmmAL, the IMonai Bert Servise
VI I m cmmm% t9 9tf” insasaaii as ear r»sfM»sfbtll” rtiteh it ea™ 1m -
. ckag: Is llaltad to that afe’leSt artsaNf Misly hy virtwe of tfee D:breetoar*s kg:
~CX-08.9 amfeership ea tha PlajBRIi* OoeailsatoB. there Is bo purh Imd to the rie®
tosedtote rtctolty of the &”ram Cosrt aed it to, thereffaes, tiaUhato ENZ
that f«r%t lamd wattM ho torotoed. -]
v the mem& seetloB to ha addSMi to the PohU© mMtoips Act 1959 C mon

aouM re”re the Atotolstraeor to ireaerva ae” aalntato eartato
] MUDb"ags ea togarette Square f<a' Matortoal, oiltaral, sad clrio

ptxrymmtt to heaptog slth the mtitssal poltoy of protaotto® aad pro*, k
[-

aervtog htotorie Aimricaa todldtsgs mA sit*#." The extent of tht*
Sarttoa*# ijarttolpaticat Is eoartaed to adrtstog aM asslstli™ the
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L e Vi#

JAN 261961

LAB-im

14r. Jerry Bell

Euj'e-u of the Budget

Hocsa 133, i>cecutive Offices Bld-".
V-ishingti»i 25, D. C.

Mr. Bell;

tilid tiii.t the Bel-SCO Tlieater iiad the Wilkins Bnlidirs™ a

SSI-SSS” -SSIS-*9MNJS*

Sincerely yours.

3%0) EL scon.

Director
Enclosure
Copy to: Branch of History” wox
HEKahlerrfind 1/25/61
EOXAXKE Gl X3 X VXAX AKX vy

.
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NMAIM FIB U 19fit

He orand'aes
"10* Laelslatlw OfTie® of tlae SoaiettOr
Assietait SecJE etaiy,
. o _ Pul*lie IE£y& lIRca™0™M't
Wma.t Tiixmtor, lieititxmX fiaxk Sorvice
Sigijeot: a.S. 2Srf6, k BSXL mm& th® Pi&ll® BuiMtago itet
of 2B” »0 as to aotl*oxIs® % atu”™ for pazpo”s of

d®fe93®tolag tiia fesasi&ilit® of locatijjg ti"e Court of
Ciedsii® tI3s Co”irt of Custo”aB Bfctmt /t]ipeal9» ood
til® Tmc. Court of tlie 1Sii”™ StefeoB a«ai* tlie Silvern

Court of tljs tixited mSL tor otiier psarsoiieo.”
lliis is la respons® ™ ~ur ~of Jg aiary 1B iavitixm our
ccsaatmts cm H.B. 2S57"S« vie i"ouM iatozpo#® ao” oto”ecticm to tbei

I?V(I:;‘sooed. legialatios, lu accordaaoe vitii the stataeiests vil*ich
ollow.

This bill would aacmd £r£>1lo ~zUdio™ Act of 19N addlog
two seeticms tl™ereto. TUe first section to be ad“tod would
authorise the Adsiaistmtor of O”ieral Services to cooduct a Joiztt
sturly to”tImr with the Isti“mal Capital Haming Co£saissicm eaS.
tlas Caaaioeloa of Fine Arts to deteswlm the feaeibillty of coo»
structiBg i»er the Sipraae Court of ttas Itoited StaUas” a buildlag
to house the Court of Claiin®, the Court of CustesBS and Batmt
Appeals, and the lax Coxirt of the IMted States.

lisso:” as the foregoizxg aecticm is coocezaed, tixo national Xax®
Service has m cocsaeat to offer laauKUKh «a any respemslbllity
vMxm it saay iisve Is lITdted to tJast whl.ch arlees solely by virtua
of the Mrector’s seefbenshlp & the Planning Conlssion. Th"sxe is
no park land iu the immediate vicinity of the Suprarce Court and it
is, thereibre, unlibSly that park land would be involved.

The l\?lecon/i/\i_?\’\tioa A:[o(lj be added to the Ptfcllc Blﬂldings Act of %)998
XmMuM ret M . Adsinietrator to ''wt ve mA siaintaia tte Do
Madiium Houae. tlie Baa’\aa;[aalteylpr_/_srlnc. con”™t 6}‘peﬁiﬂag ?s y
Tayloe_7 3ow»e, and tha Belaeco iSi“*ter on Lalbyette %uar«” tor

W

AV,
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tiistorieiil, cuLtumXf azkd civlo puxp<»Be@ ''to Iseepias with Hm
natiosAl policy of protectlag «Bd pyescrvla? Mstoric “mrlciai
buildings end sltos.’ In tols coanectlm. 1t should be aotod
that the latlxml Pask Serrlce In 137 ecuducted a study to
evaluate the historical toportaaee of tli® listed structures.
Itie findings of this study i«ra reviewed by the Advisory Board
oa Batioxml Par?j™ Historic Sltes™ BuUdingSy and Mcsnstfiants,
created fey toe llstorle Sitas Act of Almost 21, 1935 ("9 3tat.
666), to 1"vise the J*retary of tm laterlor on %usstioiiu8 of
naticml bistoric&l elgaillsauioc and other park mtters. On
Jum 3, 1960, toe Advlsoiy Board accepted tli« fiadlags of toe
Servise oa toe signllicaace of too listed stn”*stures and rec<»»
isanded that tluiy not fee regardesi as of national historical sig*
niflcshce. In ttils caancettoa. It say fee noted tl»at H.H. £27w
docs m% place toese feulldings la tie admlinistmtlon of toe
liatlonal Pasdc Service. In tl~~e clrcif*sstaoees. If it is toe
view of to® Congress that these structures slsotdd fee jupcserwed
and jaslatsdaed fey toe Adsaialstrator of Geaersl Services Ifer
their historical, eultuml, and civic vali® la toe coesisiailty
life of the liBtloaal Capital, toe national Park Service offers
ao Ob4«srtlcm.

In addition, it should fee noted that the second section of toe
proposed le/Nislatloa eoafln)”™ this Scrvlea’a partlcipetloa to
advlsiag and asslstIRg toe Anifeainistmtor la toe r~toratioa and
nanageswQt of one of toe listed buildings, naraely, toe Belaseo
theater, as a mmicipai art ccuter. fhe Superintaideat, National
Capital ImSsa, in his capacity as a laerAer of to® district of
ColuEifeia B®er@stion Bcmd, would fee sifele to offer general adviaoxy
asstotaiaae for the purpose of the prgposed leglciatloa. fiowever,
etac® toe national Bark Service i» not 6tafJ"fed or aqulppsd to
participate actively ia 'toe dcvclc™:vsat and siauBge'rt of a
nuaiolpal art ecsrter, we recocnend that the Adsinlstxator seek

Mvice ifer this purpose from tl'ie prc/~rly Mealii™M
Federal ae®acy, wlilch, la tlsls css®, is too national Gallery of
Art, an adrdLalstmtivs unit of tos telthscsolea lastltutioa.

L wiRiH
Mroctor

Attactesnt

Copy to: Aast. Secy., Public Land Managenient ) w/c of fell!

Supt., National Capital Parks .
Mr. Frank Harrison ") w/c of bill & mmsa

Mr. Ben ThoE5>60n

nnch of Histor
I4||3*mnch o]; Histor% Legislative File ) v/c of bill $ jamo

mYoung:jd 2/j/6l A
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DIITED S!EAIES
DSFAR®ISNT 0? THE IHTSBIOR
PARK SERVICS

January 23, 196l
To: Oapitai-Paarks

From: LeglOlil.tiy€ Expediter

Suijec-fc:  CoasaentE of Service on Following legislation: lo. HR. 2276

In accordence with, tlie attached request, a meiccranduzii, in triplicate, to
the Legislative Counsel eontainlrg the views of '&his Service on the legis-

lation in gt”sticn should be prepartad for the Direescr’s signature. Vften
nrepared, the mssioraDdum should be sent to this office "Ro<” 3122)0 It

randua frcsa the i~gisiaaive Counsel and the hill or bills imolved. Also,
a copy should. b% sent to Assistant Secretsry for Public Lend Manageiseirfc,
to which is attached a copy of the billo

Frank E, Harrison

Attachnsen'js

m\M-
Zr>1

“1ar
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IX THE 1I0USE OF KEPKESEXTATIVES

Jaxi'arv ), ISHil

Mr. PowKi.i, introduced tlie follo\vin<r 1)ill; wlidcli \v:is referred to the (oni-
inittee on I'nl)lic "Works

A BILL

To amend the Public Buildings Act of 1959 so as to authorize
a study for the pui*pose of determining the feasibility of
locating the Court of Claims, the Court of Customs and
Patent Appeals, and the Tax Court of the United States
near the Supreme Court of the United States, and for other

purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled.
3 That the Public Buildings Act of 1959 is amended by adding
4 at the end thereof the following new sections:

5 “Sec. 18. The Administrator is authorized to conduct
6 a joint study together with the Xational Capital Planning

7 Commission and the Commission of Fine Arts, for the pur-

i-oO
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1 pose of determining the feasibility of constructing, near the
2 Supreme Court of the United States, adequate facilities to
3 house the Court of Claims, the Court of Customs and Patent
4  Appeals, and the Tax Court of the United States. As soon
5 as practicable after the date of enactment of this section, the
6 Administrator shall sul)mit a report on the results of such
7 study, together with such recommendations as he may deem
8 advisable, to the Committees on Public Works of the Senate
9 and House of Eepresentatives.

10 “Sec. 19. In keeping with the national policy of pro-
11 tecting and preserving historic American buildings and sites
12 for the inspiration and benefit of the people of the United
13 States, the Administrator shall preseiwe and maintain the
14 Dolly Madison House, the Benjamin Taylor House, and the
15 Belasco Theater, on Lafayette Square in the District of
16 Columbia, for historical, cultural, and civic pui*poses. The
17 Administrator is authorized and directed to restore the
18 Belasco Theater to a condition at least equal touts condition
19 at the time it was acquired by the Federal Government.
20 The ISTational Park Sendee, and the District of Columbia
21 Eecreation Department, shall ad\dse and assist the Adminis-
22 trrdor in the restoration and management of the Belasco

23 Theater as a municipal art center,”
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e H. R. 2276
A BILL

To iimeiul tlie Public Buildings Act of 1959 so
iis to authorize a study for the purpose of
determining the feasibility of locating the
(“ourt of ('laims, the Court of (‘ustoius and
Patent Appeals, and the Tax Court of the
Chnited States near the Supreme (\>urt of the
United States, and for other purposes.

By Mr. Powkm,

JVXI AKY 1).
Referred to the Committee on Ful)lic Works
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February 23, 1-~1
HjO-1BH

Hfttaorouduia

To: Director o )
Torokits™i  Chief,

Dlvisiort of Ixitexpret«.tic«i
Fresa: Cbi«T Elstorl&o

buhjecl: Hfelease of bervictt HisiorlctCL Study oti I»»fay#tt« oqu&re
&ulIXAli>e»

itr* SeUL at the Bureau of the Buh™et called m today a/id stated
the Bureau's desire to release the attached rsjtiort. The report
fouind tlvfit the BoUey Wadisoi® Tayloe houses ajcd the Beiasco
Theater were t*ot of liatloml signiflcauce, aud the Adviscry

Board apj”roved tius fl;idliiB» Xa the ceawsat which you sxB”ted ou
February lo cui h.B. 2k'fo, also relatlos to these bulldii“™ on
hefayette Square, tais fladi®iB vas stated, ie that you
discuss this setter with Asslstsuit Secretary Carver to detersdue
iT the I>«{>6rtMerit is eUliNiU ™ Sitiihrove the rele&se of the reMNiivt
by the Bureau. e

(SG0) HERBERT t KAHUR

Chief Kistchriau

Attachsant

Ccd»y to: Mr. Frank Harrisou

Branch of History ) ) .
| Branch of History - Legislative file
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VAV
INm* €l«r%
Qai” SsnieiMi $mmrn
ISt I>. C*
"M« Ckmtu
'O»»”™ ym im- fmx &asm”aiktM.iem oiE &E «

I0e.®@d»s-" t» y<wi «a*i«r 4ai« «f my 22 fr«» »r. Clu™lm »usw»«»* Of

_ysKsr wifiily af INm« 5» «OBft*«BIli® M# fmpNsc*)
Ut*t « 19s>«asMxt tia tha Gseery mi $t«&« mA aH«icl|»«l peatm
officers kill#4 &t La lltm af 4atf W In UsC«?««t«

in fm bmn rtAtummd mm vtimm m tm
«Hf m* fnmmm*9 ptw mml*

mnmtm ar mtimn mt mnnmintsA «ich si.oM
nf . hi»%MN9td nlMaiiijumm am mt ;
la”alntlvm mthenAiy mi tbm mtioa®! miin Service &o ;

® In rtistaritt™! m mma-"jym I ArmInktA _far in tSwi ,
G RACRGE MERADRE A0 TSR ATy Inglt
am Me, iimmmm hmm in nim im i» iim mifea®iMry a( a mtimml
feaium, niiieh cm%-d mt Im n“ammmA by meiamnl ?«rk

anti mappo™ <™ mkUh wml4 mmaXIf «irigio*£« i« tk«
COnf®»««.

m may &Hms a cmammt m &m miimez emc
Aweary Wmxa mm sts™iaml ?4urk«, »i»&ojric ileaa, m4
liswMraeain* nbiek mivimm tha $mvmmxy mi tim Inftartor xa“axMag
)liM«&Xons m( msiaiMI hl»u$viCAl aitaifiemtam «ad a£”r
awt”re, tm<i«r cm psmiaimm mi tim ~ataric sien* 4c&» Ims im
amy years m4 a policy «adi cieit:«nridi %Akmk mmtma citat;
/jhistaric pexmmm me asraata gimn racognitian hy clia rmMeal eaaara*
acBi« »mu hma taam m mk,atamijm c«ntrimti<m ea, m hm i*aep
tilimfi ptamitmitly vith, Lim history mi £3m f<taf«i. flia
feMTi’a ericaria alea mmimdmm team *«ea»g«ifclaa [*r»onB or ammmAm
&ccixeimd stelthin toe sjtaai Sa yours.

m trust tost tkm torsgoio” tnfocsaiatlon ««iil m h»lp£%tl to
ap?r*»fiat« yen? hriaging toia to «wr atsoatloa. m ar«
cotomts”™ yme m  emtpmmtmd,

iine-araly yoors.

(sol:

Sisire”hos

N o«Or««

tll
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lai

Tot

rrvm Qil«f, Offle* of Archwiloey iraA SUtorle ]>3PMMHtinitlon
~NJeet: Hiti(»HU. Blstorlc LuateKriE staU» for Lafay«tt« Square
We agree with the proposal eoetainad in ytsur muorandvMB of March 7
that Lafayette Square he atudieA «aft eveOuated for poeaihle dealg-
naticai aa a Rational Hiatorle LeadMok. <™ huildiaga lanedlately
artHind and Juat off the Square Mrit tibia ccsiaidaretloa for the
architectural values that they

¥e will add the atudty of the arte to the 1970 Flaeal Tear Work
Program. Tha wdiadule of atiiOlae for the fall oaating ia alrea™

my haavy. We vl therefore, tentatively plan to preaent Lafay-
ette Square at the spetog meeting in 1970.

Ernest Allen Connelly

IRM»t AULei Cosmally
HHS-Mr. Steely w/c/inc

HJSheely;bw:kfIf69

HP- Wash. jD.C.-Lafayette Square
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Jtrticii ibcittofe

JUMS 5, 1963

Respectfully referred to

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

for such consideration as the communication
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of

inclosure.

By direction of

P e\ o

Tl S. S,
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mmjM

Imnm mma»

3mm S ms

Hr. OiairlM &mm»m
aaali s«Mntk

Nesr Mr. &»«eijia:

tIHBQlir £m ymm t«ct;«r «f iMfy 2t«

I lfecwi amt. ea™im ai ymx i«tc«r to aurcioi

r[}/\ Xaterior nt.’\’\trrlmta Im. m opinion a« to IAwckor or
IK” poor proponion lumw awrit.

Mbea X hear £tmt tbn licpcrtaMstt«» X «ill

be la « pe«itliO« eo sive m iafanaed £e«|ma«; to poor
mifiteam,

Siacerelj,

jofsni £. custA

3s$Cthn
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my 22,

S. ei«rk
iftii.e«d SftttM
d. C*

imMx SeiMCor Clarkt

I QiicloM A cUypina in >». f*eaee Offiknrt Ifcsnarini my «ervin«
nt St. JN~*s Oiurch, ¥Mhia&faeu &."c., nn

15, IM3.

ia ny «wnc&, | ~“repwM4:

1. TShoit Co«gredf na to «xi«e n
«ttitdi*Ln laMwiacae mi Lnfi~ttc la D.c. ia
mmmtry &t dm nf ChcmMals &i bsm/m F«4«rda, SCnCn
*p4 maielpal rmm Officers {mnim fen<R killed

er disabled ta line of duty.

2. taat Oaa’rea# enact a Federal Zateraal Security
Adaielstratina fF.1.S.A.) eliieli wtmld mUte laasa
or gr«t&8 ta auaiel™itles far the gKnry«ee ef

ealarsing clmir IJ_"Iic deMartsacnta fe» j~efuate
else ta deal vitli /roblea of Inereealng crieio.

ISIWId ycta be triUins to intmiuc# a reaoluti™ to miact m, |
(Peace officers Maraorial aonuceat) or m* 2 (fedaral latemal
Security A etlaistratlon) or both?

FleMHt advise ae as soon m» imasible.
tim aational aajor criae rata far IUZ inctcassmd 7% mm: 1%1, bat
tim 1%2 R”bery eriee rate for ?hlladei|™ia Increaaad 10.51 over

sad cbe 172 Ral”ry crta» rate for wwiiili“tiawi, s.c.. Increased
141 aver If6l.

tt"aoka for year mty.

Sincerely,

/a/ cbartes tmmtm

2221 South Scveetb St,
FailinMl|dila 43, PNia.
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UNITED STATES e
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 7‘]
1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W.
IN REPLY REFER TO: WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
Memorandum
To: Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
From: Regional Director, National Capital Region

Subject: National Historic Landmark status for Lafayette Square

In the period from 1820 to about 1890, the houses around Lafayette Park
were the homes of many prominent persons, and the area was the center
of social activities as well as much that was political in the life of
the City and indeed of that of the Nation.

A number of these houses are still standing, and each was the home of
one or more distinguished and nationally known persons through the
years. Already Decatur House and Saint John's Church have been desig-
nated as National Historic Landmarks. Among others, it would seem
that Blair House, Dolley Madison House, U.S. Treasury Building,
Executive Office Building, and the original Corcoran Gallery of Art
are worthy of such consideration.

However, it has occurred to us that the whole group of buildings around

the park are of such national importance in the life of the Capital and

the Nation, that National Historic Landmark status should be granted to

the area—similar to the designation of the Georgetown Historic District,
We would like to have your reaction to this idea. Furthermore, if this

proposal meets with your approval, we wondered if the study of the area

could be scheduled as part of the 1970 year fiscal program.

We will await your reply to these suggestions with much interest.
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3 1970

Dear Mayor Washington:

I am pleased to inform you that the Lafayette Square Historic District,
described in the enclosure, has been found to possess national
significance in commemorating the history of the United States.

This site has been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments through studies
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. | have
approved the recosmendation of the Board.

As explained in the enclosed folder, the site is eligible to
receive a certificate and plaque designating it a National Historic
Landmark. The Director of the National Park Service will notify
the o%mer and provide him with the proper application forms.

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places

the property on the National Register of Historic Places. Under

the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
entry on the National Register provides each Landmark with safeguards
against damage by Federal undertakings and fulfills one qualification
for participation in a grant-in-aid program to assist in its
preservation. Further Information about these provisions of the

law is contained in the enclosed folder describing the National

Register.

In recognizing the historical Importance of this site in the District
of Columbia, | wish to coomiend the owner for the care and preservation

of this property.

Sincerely yours.

Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Walter E. Washington
Mayor - Commissioner
District of Columbia
Washington, D.C. 20004

Enclosures
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DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news release
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

For Release September 6, 10yO Howard (202) 343-7394

EIGHT AREAS DESIGNATED FOR
NATfoNAJ. LANDMAR:* STATUS

Secretary of the Interior Walter J. Hickel announced today that he Is
designating eight National Historic Landmarks, oni of them Lafayette Park

in Washington, D.C., across from the White House,lJand the hulldings framing
the park.

Structures Included in the newly designated Lafayette Square Historic
District include the Treasury Building, Executive Office Building,
Blair-Lee Houses, the Renwick Gallery, Decatur House and St. John's Church.

Another of the eight National Historic Landmarks is an Indian
structure in Wyoming known as "Medicine Wheel." ""e "Wheel," about 75
feet in diameter, has 28 rows of rocks arranged tb resemble spokes. It

was laid out armmd 1800 A.D. on Medicine Mountain in Big Horn County. It
is the largest and most elaborate Indian structure of its type. Who built
it and why remains a mystery.

Also designated by Secretary Hickel as National Historic Landmarks are
Blood Run Site, at the Junction of Blood Run Creek and the Big Sioux River
in Lyon County, lowa, and Lincoln County, S.D.; and "WiIckyup," the Admiral
Richard E. Byrd estate in Hancock County, Maine.

Also, R>rt Warren, on Georges Island in Boston Harbor; the Hermitage at
Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J., a house described as an outstanding example of the early,
romantic phase of the Gothic Revival in American Domestic architecture;

Fort Mifflin, along the Delaware River in Philadelphia, and Riverside Historic
District, a Chicago suburb designed in 1868-69 by Frederick Law Olmsted.

Designation of the eight areas by Secretary I"ickel automatically places
them on the National Register of Historic Places, maintained by the National
Park Seirvice.

While not owned or administered by the Service, Historic Landmarks are
recognized as a means of encouraging preservation of historically significant
-p~‘ropercies.® -

Upon request, owners of the landmark sites will receive plaques and
certificates that commemorate the site's placement on the Register.

X X X X
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an animal effigy mound and a large elliptical earthwork which were
once visible, as well as house sites and other features. The site has
great potential for producing a wealth of [information about historic
and possibly prehistoric Indians in an arela which reflects extensive
mixture of Eastern Woodlands and Plains cultures.

4. 'Vfickyup,"Admiral Richard E. Byrd Estate, 8 miles northeast of East
Sullivan, Hancock County, Maine. Richard Evelyn Byrd was a pioneer in
the development of long-range, transoceanic and high altitude flying
and was the first man to fly over both the North and South Poles.
Admiral Byrd, the polar explorer, explored or directed the exploration
of more previously unseen lands than any other individual in the 20th
century. In 1937 he bought a country estate near East Sullivan, IKalne.
The large log residence at "Wickyup" became his base of operations

in planning his 1937, 1946 and 1955 Antarctic expeditions, and it was
here that he wrote his last book. Alone, and drafted what was to
become the Antarctic Treaty of 1959.

'Vickyup'was thus much more than a vacation home for Admiral Byrd; it

was a place where, free from the social obligations that kept him
continually busy in Boston, he had time to think and plan and write.
The home is constructed of logs and stands two-and-one-half stories
in height. It remains unchanged and in good condition.

5. Fort Warren, Georges lIsland, Boston Harbor, Suffolk County,
Massachusetts. Fort Warren is one of the finest coastal fortifications
built in the United States during the period 1816-1865. Begun in 1834
and finished about three decades later, it is considered the chief

work of military engineer Sylvanus Thayer. Fort Warren is one of

New England's most significant Civil War sites. During the war it was
used as a prison for Confederate leaders, including James Mason and
John Slidell of the Trent Affair. After the war Alexander H. Stephens,
the Vice President of the Confederacy, was imprisoned there.

Fort Warren is a bastioned star fort built principally of Quincy
granite. Its outer walls enclose a parade ground of some four acres.
In the post-civil War period the fort underwent two notable periods of
modernization. The first was in 1871-1876|when it was partially

adapted "for heavy modern guns.” The second was in 1898-1899 when
several mounts for long-range disappearing!guns were constructed.
These later modifications are in evidence ioday. Basically, however,
the star fort remains nearly the same structurally as it was during

the-mlddie JrSth”~century'.-------------- ~ —
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6. The Hermitage, 335 North Franklin Turni)ike, Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey.
The Hermitage is an outstanding example of the early, romwitic phase of
the Gothic Revival in American domestic architecture. It is an
unusually felicitous and attractive expression of that style and is

considerably enhanced by an ample landscaped setting of 4.9 acres.
The house iS highly significant as an important work of the influential
American architect William H. Ranlett and is, as far as can be
ascertained, the only remaining house in tlie Gothic manner certainly
attributable to him. Equally rare is the (Circumstance that, except
for the summer kitchen, the house has undergone absolutely no
important alterations of any kind. The original painting and graining
are clearly visible, and furniture ranging jin date from circa 1800
through the 1870’s remains in place.

A bouse was built on the site of the preseiCt structure at an
undetermined date in the 18th century. In |I845 The Hermitage was
rebuilt for Elijah Rosencrantz, Jr. from designs by William H.
Ranlett. The rebuilding and enlargement of the original house was
thorough and extensive. The house as rebuilt by Ranlett has very
great potential as a completely untampered-iwitb” physical document
of its period. It is completely authentic jand. except for

repairable deterioration, perfectly intact.

7. Fort Mifflin, below the confluence of tlhe Schuylkill and

Delaware Rivers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla Fort Mifflin has survived
as one of the most Important examples of a |ate 18th-century and early
19th-century fortification with remarkably complete structures
because of its out-of-the-way location and |imited military regard
after the Revolutionary War. As originally conceived and begun in
1772 by the British military engineer Captain John Montressor,

Fort Mifflin was a strong masonry fortification. It was essentially
a water battery built on Mud Island with its main stone ashlar wall
along the river bank constructed in the forin of a tenailled trace,

a saw-toothed arrangement popular in Europe in the middle of the

18th century.

The British attack in 1777 battered Fort Mifflin, but the strong
stone lower walls have survived until today. In 1793 the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania engaged Pierre Charles L'Enfant to draw plans for its
reconstruction, following a start on rebuilding in 1780. Rebuilding
followed the outline of the earlier fort, apd completed its enclosure.
Old~alls were cut down to varyih~h”~ghts, and the new~ones" ~f‘ced
with brick, were built up on the original walls. Some of the extsmt
buildings Inside the fort date back to this time; others were erected

in subsequent}_}oeriods of development prior to the Civil War. The
Commandant’s House, artillery shed and Offilcers Quarters are
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especially notable. During these later yekrs, the fort served
useful military purposes, but was not important historically. After

the Korean War it was declared surplus and transferred ultimately
to the City of Philadelphia.

8. Medicine Wheel, Medicine Mountain, Big Horn County, Wyoming.
The 75-foot diameter Medicine Wheel, a roughly circular alignment of
rocks and associated cairns enclosing 28 radial rows of rocks
extending out from a central cairn, is the largest and most elaborate
of known Indian structures of its type found east of the Rocky
Mountains in a wide area extending from southern Canada to

Oklahoma. The nearby stone circles or "tipi rings," which have a
similar distribution, extend over a considerable area on top of the
west peak of Medicine Mountain and may be associated with the wheel.
Although apparently little modified since its construction, perhaps
about A.D. 1800, its builders and its function are unknown. It has
been conjectured that such structures may be 1) basically of a
memorial nature; 2) historic markers for the site of an Important
ceremony, or 3) associated with the sun dance ceremony which was
possibly introduced to the Plains Indians of this area about

A.D. 1800. The wheel’s 9642-foot elevation would probably limit

its use to the summer months.

27706-70
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im-m Ssptcabw 21, 1970

Mr. Richard B. Westbrook
National Capital Planaiag Coaaisaioa
726 Jackson Placo, N. W.
Waahiagt<m, 0. C. 20576

Osar Mr. Westbrook:

| enelosiag a copy of the boundary description for the
Lafayette Square Historic District es you recently requested.

If wo can be of further aasistasee. please do not hesitate to
call.

Sincerely yours.

Horace J. Sheely, Jr.
Chief, Branch of Historical

Surreys
Enclosure

CC:

Director, Northeast
T-Mr. Butterfield
HHS-Mr. Sheely

HJSheely:kp 9/21/70

HP - D. C. - Lafayette Square Historic District

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HH
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SEP 2 5 1970

Sen. W«lt«r E. liMkioston
[ta7or*>CoMBIs«iottsr
district of Colwibla

D. C. 2000U

Soar Mayor UaabingUm:

Wa are plaasad to tofon you that Lafi“tta Square Historle Dlatrict,
deacrlbad briefly la the oMloaure, haa ba«a foimi to poasaaa
oational algaiflcaaca la coMMaoratiag the hiatory of the VnifA
Stataa, aad la tlwa eligible lor 4ealgoatlon aa a MatloBal Hlatorle
Laadaarfc.

The parpoae of LaaAaark deaigaatloa la to Ideatlfy aad recogaiae
natIMaII?/ aigolflcaat altaa and to aaeoorage their oimera to Breaerve
theo. Eligible LndMirka are choaea threagh atudiea prepared by the
Satloaal Surrey of Blatorlo 8ltea aad Bulldloga} eraluated by Che
Advlaory Board on Hatloaal Parka» Hlatorle Sitea, Bolldlaga, «ml
MoauBMmtat and approved by the Secretary of the Interior la
accordance vith the Hlatorle Sltea Act of Anguat 21, 1935.

Aa explained la the eaeloaed leaflet, recognition aad deaigaatian

of LaadoHirk altea are accorded hy eertlflcatea and br<mae pla™a, ~ch
are provided free of charge to the oimera or adnlalatratora of theae
propertlea ap«m their application and agreenent to adhere to alagtle
preaervatloa practicea. If you «lah to ig”ly for certificate

aad plague, coplea of the education fom are eaeloaed. The fom
ahould be canpleted la triplicate and two copier returned to the
Matlmal Park Service. Ton any retain the third e<y for your

recorda.

B/ nignetian ea a Matiimal Hlatorle landnark aatonatlcally placer the
property ea the Hatloaal Bmlater of Hlatorle Placea. Bnder the
provialoaa of “~ MmtimA mlatorie Preservation Act of 1966, entry
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on the National Register provides each Landnark with safeguards
against d»age bjr Federal undertakings and fulfills one giutlification
for participation in a grant-in»aid program to assist in its
preservation. Further information about these provisions of the law
IS contained in a leaflet describixig the National Register chat is
also enclosed.

We wvill be happy to include Lafayette Square Historic District
the sites already recognised as National Historic Landmarks.

Sincerely y«mrs,

fSGD?

Acting Director
Enclosures

CC:

Director, Northeast Region
T-Mr. Butterfield
HHS-Mr. Sheely

HJSheely:kp 9/2/70

HP - Washington, D. C. - Lafayette Square Historic District

birtc
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SEP 25 1970

Hof™ ivite . m«k
*é%«tgrr« Dc;"a?t Mim a
of tt» lat«rin™

WMhlogtoii, D.C. 20240
Door Mr. Soorotwy

E woo to recoil your lottw of Sootoabor 1970
taformlng too ttiot tho Lofoyotto Sgooro Mtotorto Dlotrtet
too boon towsA to bo on blotorfe bmliiiork of notional
«ifaifkHMOo and that it will bo ootltlod automatlooUy to

a plaeo oo tbo National Rofiator of Htatorio Hoom.

Booaitao of tha proartiBity of Laftyotto S«iaro aad tbo fiark
to ibo Wblto lioiwot inckiaioa of tbia puttoilar aeroa on
tbo Kattaoal loftai™ la an aofroprlata i»>ya« aapoelalUy
In view of tbo aafooaarda aoatnat aeta that ntfbt Injoro tta
blatorto cbaractor. tba Dlatrlot of Columbia hoartily
oonetua in ymar aotton.

Staoofaly yoora.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SEP 3 0 1970
EXECUTIVE OFFICE
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20004

WALTER E. WASHINGTON
MAYOR'COMMISSIONER

H A7

SEP 25 1970

Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Secretary, Department

of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

| was delighted to receive your letter of September 3, 1970
informing me that the__Lafayette Square Historic District
has been found to be an historic landmark of national
significance and that it will be entitled automatically to

a place on the National Register of Historic Places.

Because of the proximity of Lafayette Square and the park
to the White House, inclusion of this particular area on
the National Register is an appropriate move, especially
in view of the safeguards against acts that might injure its
historic character. The District of Columbia heartily
concurs in your action.

Sincerely yours,

Vlalter .£. .VVashingfo
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U34-HH October 27, 1970

Professor Samuel W. Patterxm

300 Old Hook Road

Westwood, Hew ilersey 07675

Osar Professor Patterson:

Tluuak you for your letter of October 14, expressing yotir support of
the National Historic Landoartcs program sad your Interest In the
sites recently designated eligible for Landmark designation by the
Secretary of the Interior, teclosed you will find brief statements
of significance we have prepared for Ike Hermitage and for
Lafayette Square. We aigireclate the additional information you have

sent us about the historical events which took place at The Hermitage

at the time of the Revolution.

/s/ Robert M. Utley
Robert M. Utley
Chief Historian

Inclosures

CC:

Director, Nortteast w/c inc.
T-Mr. Butterfield w/c inc.
HHS-Mr. Sheely w/c inc.

WBMortonrkp  10/27/70 BASIC RETAINED

HP-Wash.-New .Tersey-Lafayatte Square & The Hermitage
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H3It-SGP(DOV)

UL23 1971

Hon. vialt«r S. 'JasbingtoQ
Hayor-CcaralBaloamr
BiOtrict of

D. C. XXXV

D«ar Ifagror i"aaMngtcsu

6 ar« pl«a««d to infora jm that tha oartlficata and bromw {tlaqua
dMIfIBfttiiw 1™ayaatA _ ~_alaUonal Liadtauic
hara hmm eoi*platad and a«« in thla offioa swsltiQg rurthar dar”opniat.

If it is yoor wish that aa ifprc/rlata caranony, pwrhape with the ptdslic
lirritad, ba amu”™”™ for the j*faMBtatton ot tha oartiflcata and plagaa>

wa VIII ba ||(Ud to aaalat la aawty mgr* Flaam cwtact m tw aaeh
arrai“eMota as daairad, er baaa grwr lapraeaatatiTa do so.

In case it is daddad to anwt tha braua plagpta panwiantly’, va will

ba aTSllabla to aaat with yoa or yoar rapramatatlva to dboosa the site
and tha typa of pa’\ta‘ fgraits %raotdLorﬁ)*

m will look fontard to working with you on this project. Flame contact
as directly by taiUpheoe by oallliig U26-6612.

Siacaraily yowxe"

(sgd) Russell E. Diokenson
Bllreetor, National Capital Parks

CCS
NCP Samaas
NCP Files

.DOU Files
IMr. Hcorace J. Sheelj, Jr. Boca 6114-C 801 1?th Street, K, W.

Sopt. Failor, SCP-Central Waahingtai, D. C.
Mr. Theodore aalth, HCP-Caatral

SiifcCluresan 7/20/71
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e 11

H34-UH
W0¥ 8 3

Hem. Walter £. Washiastem
Mayor-CmMlaaioBar

Diatrict of Colaabia
Waaliia«toB, D. C. 20004

Baar Hi”or Waahlagtoa:

flua* you for your lattar of Novaaber 12 aabaltting tba applicatloa
for the certificate aad plaque deelgaatlag Lafigrette Square Hlatorlc
OIBtrict ae a Natloaal Hlatorle Lantfaarii. We are prooeeding with
the preparatloB of the certificate aad plaque.

The national Capital Parka Office adBialatera the Katloaal Hlatorlc
Laadaaric procraa la the Ittatrlct of Colimbla. Mr. Huaaell E. Dldnumiy
04Ngteral 61q;>erlntendent of ftitional Capital Parka, will Infom you

when the certificate and plagque for Lafi“ette Square Hlatorlc

Dlatrict have been coaMpleted. auuild you wlah the Iwlp of the Service
la arrMiglag cereaoaiea for the preaeatatlon, Mr. Oiokeaaoa will be
glad to aaalat y<w. Hla addraaa la: Mr. Ruaaell £ Olckenaoa,

G«Mral [Miterlnteadmit, national Capital Parka, Nati<»ial Park Service,
1100 Ohio Drive, S. W., Waahinftoa, D. C. 20242.

We are pleased to ttet you plea to aoccvt desigaatioa as a
Matlonal Historic for Lafayette Square Historic District.

Slaoerely yours,

Ernest Allen Connally

Breast Allen Cmseslly
Chi”n, Office of Arohoology
MHI Historic Prssorvatloa

JNosurc

CC:

General Superintendent, National Capital Parks, w/c inc. w/c application
T-Mr. Butterfield w/c inc.

HHS-Mr. Sheely wi/c inc.

HJSheely:kp 11/19/70
BASIC FILE RTTTAINED IN HH,

HP “ District of Columbia - Lafayette Square Historic District
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}—?) i L,L GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA H 70

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

WALTER E. WASHINGTON
MAYOR-COMMISSIONER

H /71 NOV 12 1970
NOV - 6 1970

DiVISION OF HISTORY|
SURNAWE: __ [TATE |

i,

v f
Mr. George B, Hartzog, Jr. HH J@'Q _|’%’7§

Director . /
National Park Service ﬁ_ﬂ?@bt“ 0

Department of the Interior
Washington, D, C. 20240 o
VIHHS

Dear Mr, Hartzog:
As the Commissioner of the District of Columbia, I hereby |_ |
make formal application for a certificate and a bronze plaque
designating Lafayette Square Historic District a National

Historic Landmark,

1, Tully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation

that goes with the maintenance of an historic district classified
as having national significance and worthy of National

Historic Landmark status, I agree to do whatever may be within
my authority to preserve, so far as practicable, the historical
integrity of his important part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, I agree to encourage the continued use
of the historic district in a manner consistent with its
historical character,

3. I agree to permit an annual visit to the historic district by a
representative of the National Park Service, as a basis for con-
tinuing Landmark status.



-

.

-
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4, 1If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the National
Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such status
is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the National
Historic Landmark certificate nor the plaque will be displayed.
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H3~

WALTER E. WASHINGTON

MAVOR-COMMISaiONCII

HH

»ANS»»» t

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

EXECUTIVE OFFICE ctr -1363
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20004 vn\r ¢ ~ 1070

Division of history
SURNAME:  IDATE

NOV 12 1970
Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr.
Director /
National Park Service
Department of the Interior HS VY Jlu
Washington, D. C. 20240 TaMia L

Dear Mr. Hartzog:

| am pleased to learn from Mr. Harthon Bill's recent letter
that the Lafayette Square Historic District has been
designated a National Historic Landmark, that this action
automatically entitles it to a place on the National
Register of Historic Places, and that a certificate and
bronze plague recognizing the landmark site are available
upon application and agreement to adhere to simple
preservation practices.

| am submitting at this time, on behalf of the District of
Columbia, an appropriate application for both the
certificate and bronze plaque. | shall look forward to
your favorable action on this request in tJi*T”ear future.

Walter E. Washingron
Mayor

Enclosure
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O

Hadfil NOV 27 1970
Mowtandua ‘
Tot SiroctoTB, liortbaast arxd lild™aat Beglooa* Katlonal

Capital rfoxkB J
FroBt Chief Hletorlea

Subject* Ksnufectura of Katiowtl Eiatetlc tssatok Plaqu

A» atmouneed la the aepattcsant of ItvtorJ-oir presa release <J*t«d
Septee”er 6, 1970, Secretary Ulckal haa deslsaated elEbt cdditlooal
historic propertlee as ilatloaal lUatorlc Uudaark*. In Un» with
Olrecter Hartzoa'a policy of proparlns pSs”™» ~\ advaiice of
requests for pteoentatton protircEja, pleoao place orOera for the

Ateufftctuve of plagoaa fiw tim o«w Uxta«fba in yo«<r Sasloa, <<
ladicated cm the encloetire.

/S/ Kobert M. Utley

Robert M. Utley

Sncloeure

S

T:Mr, Butterfield
HHS-Mr. Gamble .
HIdLS-Mr. Sheely ygypyrM HP-Penna-Fort Mifflin

HP-Mass.-Fort Warren

HP-N.J.-The Hermitage e
RSGamble/vf/11-25-70 o erRIverside Histone et

HP-Maine-"Wick3aip," Admiral Richard E, Byr
_Estate
HP-lowa-Blood Run Site f%Iowa and South Dakota

-Wyo-Medicine Wheel LA
I IF_HD f. y kEmiare Historic District /
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NORTHEAST

Fort Miffllri

Fort Warren

The Hermitage

Riverside Historic District

"Wickyup," Admiral Richard E. Byrd Estate

MIDWEST

Blood Run Site (lowa and South Dakota)
Medicine Wheel

NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS

Lafayette Square Historic District

'Sy . W,

Page 138 of'313



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF  Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 139 of 313

THE NATIONAL PARK PHILATELIST
ELMER J. BINKER. JR.
P.O. BOX 2534
WHITE CITY. OREGON 97501

Decsrriber 9> 1970

Mr. Horace J. Sheely, Jr., A cting Chief Historian
Office of Archeolo%y and Historic Preservation
Rjn. 61li, 801 19th Street N.W.

Washington, D.G. 20001

Dear I-t.. Sheely:

Enclosed is latest colujnn from Western Star®
Collector. 1 do hope you find it of interest.

I was most pleased to receive your recent letter
and the enclosed material pertaining to new N.H.L.S
and the Andersonville Prison site. Some of this wvill
be used in January article. However | do have se-
veral questions pertaining to this news release and
the prison site data sheets.

Is the Lafayette Square Historic District confined
to the Park itself, or does it encompass thebuildings
mentioned as "surrounding - . - and adjacent to it?**

In connection with Admiral Byrd*s estate, | note
It was here that he "drafted ~diat was to become the
Antarctic Treaty of 1979.* Can you provide any details
regarding this Incident? When did he do this and what
form did the draft take? | am especially interested
in this incident because next year at least ten coun-
tries, Including the United States, will be issuing
stamps to mark the 10th Anniversary of the date on
which this treaty went Into effect. Since the reason
for their issuance had its beginning at *Wickyup," they
will all be important to the philatelic story of this
site.

Incidentally, has Mr. Utley left your office, or
is he merely on a vacation?

Very sincerely yours.

Elmer J. Binker, Jr.
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: SEP 2 0 1972
H34-PHH
Memorandum
To: Keeper of the National Register
From: Acting Chief Historian

Subject: National Register;of Historic Places Inventory
Nomination Forms '

We are enclosing 54 National Register forms.for historic prop-
erties declared eligible for national historic landmark.recognition
by the-Secretary of the Interior. These are properties that were
evaluated bythe Advisory Board at their meetings in April 1970,
*October 1970, and April 1971. The National Survey of Historic
Sites and Buildings began the practice of making studies on
National Register forms with.the April 1970 meeting.

The studies presented to the Board in October 1971 have pireviously
.been forwarded.tp you; and since nostudies were evaluated at the
April 1972.meeting, you now have all of the National Register

forms that have been prepared for historic landmarks. We are pleased

to.have this undesirable backlog finally cleared up.

The R.egional Offices now have underway the long term project of
defining boundaries and preparing National Register forms for the
landmarks recognized prior to April 1970-.

Harry W.

Enclosures
/

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972
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7.

8.
9,

10; .

12.
13.

14..

15.
16;

I ILLINOIS-

:¢19th'CENTURYIARGHITEGTHRE*n

Aveiy Goonley House (20th.Century)

Pullman Historic District
Riverside Historic District

Unity .Temple (20th.Cehtiuy)
MAINE
+ SCIENGE AND INVENTION
"Wickyup" the Admiral Richard E. Byrd Estate.

I MAINE

*«19thrCENTURY ARGHITEGTURE

.Fort Knox

Hamilton House A
McLellan-Sweat Mansion
Morse-Libby House
Nickels-Sortwell House

Page 142 of 313
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A 17
18..

1 19,.

. 20-..
21,

. 22,

.23

. 24,

" 25,
26,

.27,
28,
29,
30..

n 31.
32.:

., 33.
34.

v MASSAGHUSETTSI

1 +19thr CENTURY -ARGHITEGTURE.

Beacon Hill Historic District .
First Church;of Christ

Fort Warren

Gardner-Pingree House 1

Gore Place

Hamilton Hall

Oliver Hastings House .
Massachusetts.General Hospital
Massachusetts State. House |
Memorial Hall

Old City. Hall

Old South-Church in.Boston

Old West Church

First Harrison Gray Otis House

Quincy Market
St.VVPaul's Church:(Episcopal)

David.Sews House j

Sever Hall

*lii5)ortantly related to Architecture.

Page 143 of 313
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STAY

+ MASSACHOSETTSacontinued
*¢19th/CENTORYSARGHITECTORB:

35.. Trinity.Church
36. United.First-Parish Church
37. . Iftiited States Custom House

38. . University. Hall . C
39.. The Vale

.m-HASSAGHUSETTS:
v SIGNERSOF*THE-DECLARATION-OF INDEPENDENCE-

~*40, John Quincy Adams Birthplace
*T. Elmwood

42,. Hancock-Clarke House
v MISSOURII
: 19th sCENTURY-ARCHITECTURE

43,'- Union Station v

44,. Waited States Custom House aid Post Office

. **importantly related.to Signers of the Declaration of Independence.
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**45,

46.

47.
48.
49.

50.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
SIGNERS OP THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Moffatt-Ladd House
NEW JERSEY
19th CENTURY ARCHITECTURE “u- it
. I -.pa*:
The Hermitage
NEW JERSEY

SIGNERS OF THE DELCARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Francis Hopkinson House
Morven

President's House

NEW YORK

SIGNERS OF THE'DECLARATION'OF INDEPENDENCE

General William Floyd House

**In5)ortantly related to Signers of the Declaration of Independence.
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m?'

PENNSYLVANIA:
SIGNERS-OFTHE'DEGLARATIGN-OF; INDEPENDENCE

*Sr.  Summerseat .

52. George Taylor House
»:RHODE:ISLAND-
: +19th «GENTDRY --ARCHITECTURE

53.". College Hill Historic District .

54.. Corliss-"Carrington House

.55.  Thoinas P. lves Hoxise

56. Edward King House

*57.1 William Watts.Sherman House '

SOmHVDAKOTAYV - -MOWA-

v LIVING-REMNANT - .

58. Blood Run Site



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF  Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 147 of 313

: VEIdONT:

v 19tli'eENTURY.'AReHITEGTURE.-

59'.. State House

+ WYOMING:

“eLIVINGrREHNANT:

60.- Medicine Wheel”

-
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DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news release

NATIOIJAL PARK SERVICE
Sheely (202) 386-U478
For Release February 14. 1973 Morrow (202) 343-7394

ELEVEN NEW NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS
NAKKIED BY INTERIOR SECRETARY MORTON

The Volta Bureau, founded in 1887 7)7 Alexander Graham, Bell "for the
increase and diffusion of knowledge relating to the deaf,"” is one of four
Washington, D.C.j sites among 11 historic propeiHiles Which Secretary of the
Interior Rogers C.B. Itorton today declared eligible for national historic
landmark recognition.

The 11 new landmarks Include the homes of three former Supreme Court;
Justices — Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes' home in Washington, euid the
Itossachusetts residences of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., and Louis D. Brandels.

Other national capital sites include Quarters 1 in ;Fort %er, Virginia,
since 1910 the official residence of every Army Chief of Staff, such as Generals
Leonard Wood, Dwight D. Eisenhower, George C. Marshall, Douglas MacArthvir, and
the current resident. General Creighton Abrams; and the Fort Myer Historic
District. Tlie Fort I(jrer District preserves the older portions of the post
built on the grounds of Robert E. Lee's Arlington House estate overlooking
Washington from the Virginia shore of the Potomac. Across the Potomac River
are the National War College at Washington's Fort Leslie J. McNair, and the |
Memorial Continental Hall, site of the Washington Conference of 1921-22
which marked the first time in history that major world powers agreed to disarm.
The hall is part of the Daughters of the American Revolution property.

(over)

EDITORS ADVISORY: As many of these national historic, landmarks have particuleur
local importance which you may wish to feature, more detailed information on
individual new landmarks may be obtained on written request to Office of
Information, National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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In addition? the Norfolk County, Mass., Courthouse, scené of the
famous Sacco and Vanzetti trial of 1920; the New Ybrk City homebof'
Alfred E. Smith, the firsf major4party‘fresidentialﬁcandidate
repredenting urban America; and the Clinton, N. Y., home:'of conservative
statesman Elihu Root, ofﬁen called the 'father of the modern Americen
army," become eligible for National Historic Landmark status.

The 11 newly-eligible sites are automatically placed on the National

Register of Historic Places maintained by the Secretary of the Interior,

Each landmark was recommended by the Secretary's Advisory Board for
National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments for his approval.
While not owned or managed by the National Park Service, the
landmarks will be formally designated at the owners' request when assurance
is glven that the historic values of the sites will be protected as fully
‘as possible. '
'Ownérs of individual landmark sites will be notified by the Diﬁector
of the Natlional Park Service and asked to apply for a bronze-~plaque énd
éertific&te'attesting to the property's significance in American his@bry.
The National Park Service, an agency of the Department of the Interior, will
give the owners advice and assistance in the preservation of these: properties
upon reqyest;

Descriptions of the 11 national historic landmarks announced today

by Secretary Morton follow:
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Louis D. Brandels House. Chatham. Massachusetts. The great Jurist,
Louis D. Brandeis stands as one of modern America's greatest defenders'
of the value of the single human individual and the validity of free-
dom of choice. His famous dissents as a Supreme Court Justice later
became the law of the land, vindicating his profound concern for the
sympathetic application of human laws to human problems. He and his
wife returned annually to Chatham where he worked unremittingly on law
cases through the summers. The house and its setting remain little-
changed today. It is private and not open to the public.

Oliver Wendell Holmes. Jr. House. 868 Hale Street. Beverly.
Massachusetts. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. is acknowledged to
be one of the finest legal minds this country has produced. He intro-
duced a broadly humanitarian and experiential concept into the nature
and usage of law. His biographers contend that his grandeur in
American life and law was but a reflection of his stature as a human
being and his genius for living. For almost 35 years after he became
a Justice of the Supreme Court he divided his life between Washington

an”™Beyerly Farms. The exterior of the hon«t> and “ma r*mnin
largely unchanged, The house is privately owned and is not open to
the public.

Norfolk County Courthouse. 650 High Street. Dedham. Massachusetts.
The famous Sacco-Vanzetti case in 1920 crystalized the social and
political tensions of the period and focused world attention on the
Norfolk County Courthouse and the small New England town of Dedham.

In the half century since, the Courthouse has remained largely unchanged.
Owned by the County of Norfolk, Massachusetts, access to the building is

restricted.

4. Elihu Root House. 101 College Hill Road. Clinton. New York.

Ellhu Root has been called the father of the modern American army"

and was among the first American statesmen to comprehend the impli-
cations of the fact that the United States had become a world power.

He not only stood in the mainstream of American conservative tradition,
but in many ways represented the best of that tradition. He was a
formidable and articulate spokesman for the conservative viewpoint.

Root purchased the Federal-style house in 1893 and kept it as his family
home throughout his career and retirement. The house is in excellent
condition and is still owned by the Root family. It is not open to the

public.

5* Alfred E. Snith House. 25 Oliver Street. New York. New York. The lif
and career of Alfred E. Nith represents a critical J”~cture in the e

evoluliuxi uf American politics: the first urban challenge to the
traditional domination by rural America and its values of the national

political life. An outstanding progressive Governor of New York, Smith
foreshadowed an irresistible change. The unaffected brick house, where
he lived from 1907 to 1923, is used as a private residence and is not

open to the public.
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National War College, are of the utmost Importance in the development
of the armed forces in the United States. Since 1907 both colleges

have been housed in the Impressive edifice on the Potomac. Both”the
7 [*--6ely po.,e»s their hleior™

ter. Access to the public is restricted.

Bureau, 1537 35th Street, N. W.. Washington. D. C. ]
founded the Volta Bukau when the Volta Associates

sold their record patents in 1887. Bell took his.share of the profits

toow?edL ! instrrent "for the increase and diffusion of

AssociationMA?h ) Bureau merged with the American

~90r n® Promotion of the Teaching of Speech to the Deaf in
y?! f continues to work in this field. The structure

] ) I ' m 1893 to give it a permanent home possesses good
historical integrity. It Is not open to the public.

inti S782-73

S*) N

v, "i
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JOHN'CARL WARNECKE FAIA

ARCHITECTS AND PLANNING CONSULTANTS
300 BROADWAY SUITE 16 SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 94133 TEL (415) 397-4200 FAX (415) 397-4207

November 20, 1995

DEC 7 m%

President Bill Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

The Warnecke Institute of Design, Art and Architecture is dedicated
to a comprehensive approach to design which embraces an
architecture of continuity and diversity while seeking unity with
our man-made and natural environments. This is the philosophy of
architecture that | pioneered in the 1950s and utilized while
working with President and Jacqueline Kennedy in the design of
Lafayette Square in 1962. This is the hiIosthy of design |
proposed in 1963 for uniting Lafayette Park and the White House.

Following the closing down of Pennsylvania Avenue, the Warnecke
Institute decided to move forward and complete my earlier concepts
which embraced this philosophy of architecture. What better way to
express the Warnecke Institute goals than to apply its design
philosophy to this important project originally conceived thirty

years ago.

Attached is a summary of quotations from outstanding historians,
writers, and architects familiar with the functions and
requirements of this project entitled, "Capturing the Spirit of the
Design." In addition, | have added quotations of my own writings
based on clarifying this philosophy of architecture as applied to
this design. It 1s hoped that you wvill pick up the theme and
spirit of this design that embraces this philosophy of
architecture.

Also attached is an outline of the index of the full report on the
design now being completed. This report will soon be presented to

Roger G. Kennedy, the Park Service group, and others responsible to
President Clinton for undertaking this work.

Sincerely

SAN FRANCISCO NEW YORK WASHINGTON

-Sf
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SOl DEC 2 2 1970

Mr. User J. Blaker, Jr.
P.O. Box 2534
milte City, Oregon 97S01

Dear Mr. Binker:

We were pleased to learn that the aaterlal on our aost recent National
Historic Landnazs will be of assistance to you.

As to the further specific questions that you raised, the enclosed rough
boundary sketch will perhaps best «aswer your question on the extent of
the Lafayette Square Historic District. As you see, the buildings
surrounding the square are indeed included.

1 aa afraid that we can't give you further details on the Antarctic Treaty
of 19SB froB our files. 1 aa enclosing a brief bibliograi®ical reference.
One of these sources aay offer tIM answer to your question.

You asked about Mr. Utley; be is still with us, we are glad to say. He
was sisply out of the office on a field trip when you last wrote.

Sincerely yours.

Horace J. Sheely, Jr.

Horace J. Stoely, Jr.
Chief, Branch of Historical
Surveys

Snclosures

General Supt., National Capital Parks wi/c inc.
Director, Northeast Region wi/c inc.

T-Mr. Butterfield wi/c inc.

HHS-Mr. Sheely w/c inc,

HJSheely:kp 12/18/70

HP -/d.C. - Lafayette Square Historic District
Main™MTckyTIp™
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]
TAKE N -
PRIDE |N —

United States Department of the Interior AMEACA mmmm
—
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ?_

P.0. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

IN REPLY REFER TO:

HZ415(418)

Dr. FPage Putnam Miller

Executive Director

National Coordinating Committee for
the Promotion of History

400 A Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003

v"

Dear Page:

1 have decided to drop the Lafayette Hotel from NHL
consideration. There are simply too many factors disqualifying
the hotel as a potential NHL. In light of the irritation
expressed by members of the History Areas Committee and the Board
Chairman regarding floor fights over widely divergent views, I
believe it essential not to move weak candidates to the agenda.

Staff opinion is still vocally opposed to this nomination on both
grounds of significance and integrity. The form continues to
assert Bethune’'s national significance as an architect. Nothing
in the form supports that assertion. On the contrary, our
epurces indicate that she is not nationally significant. The
hotel is the only structure asserted to be attributed to her.
This is hardly a basis for determining national significance.

The integrity issue is fatal to the nomination. The form admits
that the entrance has been moved:; the lobby remodeled; and the

structure added to on several occasions. The rooms were
remodeled in 1952 and modern windows installed throughout. The
form admits that "...little of the original historic interior
remaine."” Our own staff inguiries confirm the interior’'s

mutilation and have elicited indications that exterior
ornamentation has been removed. We understand that the hotel is
operated as a welfare shelter today and suggest that such
marginal use of the property does not suggest preservation
standards of maintenance.

I trust vou will understand these concerns especially in light of
our experience with the recent review board meetings and why
these difficult decisions will have to be made here on staftf
rather than convey dilemmas to the History Areas Committee.
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¥olu;,j i, IN-iue "5 SejcesiM3r 1+73
compiled by Kosephine McQuillin, Editor
Public Information Officer

NATURE CARE LESS-HANDED GIVES
NCS THAT ARE MORE EXCELLEN"

—Sir William Watson

The "careless hand of nature" has been ably assisted during the past century at Saint
Elizabeths by men who beleived that pleasant surrounding were important to the mentally
ill. One of the Hospital's early records mentions "paths spread with green turf beneath
| the feet of the strolling invalid;"[and a conversation with Mr. William Mistr, Chief,
"Ground and~Farm SebtriDTr, fevealshow much work and planning has gone into keeping the
Hospital grounds and gardens beautiful. In discussing the grounds and reminiscing about
the changes that have taken place since 1936, when he first joined the Hospital staff,
William Mistr said, "The first thing that comes to my mind is an old adage, 'Time and
tide wait for no man',” He went on to say that he had worked under three Superinten-
dents ““ Dr. White, Dr. Overholser, and Dr. Cameron. He has seen buildings torn down
and nev/ ones built; watched people, both staff and patients, come and go; but regard-
less of such changes, the grounds have retained their beauty through every season.

There are a few hands that, in spite of change, have helped nature make the groimds
beautiful for a long time. They are the hands of patients, three of vhom were working
v/ith the grounds staff when Mr, Mistr arrived for work that April day in '36. Tvio of
them are from Detached Service — one patient nicknamed "Pappy" is 8l vears old, and
the other is a patient in West Lodge; his age is 90. All three of these patients still
come to work with the grounds staff when they feel like it, which is almost daily.

. Godding%, Superintendent of _Saint Elizabeths from
lo77 to 1899, was chief of Lawns and Grounds‘iwhen Mr. Mistr was first employed; and it

is to Mr, Godding, who lived here as a boy when his father was Sunerintendent, that we
~"e many 01 the exotic trees on thp grounds. He was so dad-i rated to making the "gr-

ounds interesting as v;ell as beautiful that once while traveling he discarded evgrything
ill nis suitcase in order to have something in which to bring some tree or shrub bl~tings
to the Hospit™. He wrote several articles called "Walks About the Hospital Grounds.”

According to Mr. Godding the drive leading toward the Burroughs Cottage was called Maple
Avenue. This Cottage was built in 1891 by a wealthy family for the use of their men-
tally ill daughter, and under a special agreement that stated it was to be left to the
Hospital upon the death of the patient. Miss Burroughs lived there for many years with
_a nurse and servants. This house has been remodeled,amd is now the home of Dr, Caimeron
and his family.

Some of the trees described by Mr, Godding still stand — a Red Swamn Mapio, a g¢-ii
Maple, and k Sugar Maple. Of the Silver Maple, ne said, "It is worth watching to see

how pretiily the leaves turn in the fall.”” And he continued, "A few steps further we
come to a very large Black Haw, This was grov/ing here when the place was bought and is
no doubt over-rTTlliarHd-7~SrB- old, Tt is V"Py hkiidtitiim in the ;Spring~when coVbred”ith
snowy white flowers," The Haw tree is still there, but is aging, so Mr. Mistr is just
now rooting shoots from it for replanting.

Continued
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f 'prican Holly trees, some of the largest in the country, grow on each side of the Bur-
NJMughs Cottage. One has a height of forty-five feet, a trunkmeasuring six feet, four
k"ches, in circumference, with branches spreading to twenty-six feet. Working he did
far'Mr. Coddin”~7~Irflniam Mistr learned many things about the Hospital's trees. There is

tree near Center Building, Cedru Libani, described as "one of the Biblical trees be-
Ica”se this variety is mentioned in the Bible as providing the timber used oy King Solomon
lin~building his temple. A large Live Oak grows on the the south side of Center Building-
\oneof the fev ever to grow this farth north. Not far from it is an evergreen shrub ind-
fcified by the National Arboretum as Prunus Carolina or Souther Cherry. This shrub is so
rare in this area that the indetifying cutting was kept at the Arboretum for propagation,
fin discussing this shrub with Dr. Overholser, Mr. Mistr saj™ "l was inquisitive about how
it came to be at Saint Elizabeths. He informed me that on one of his trips to Florida
he had stopped in North Carolina and purchased it, and reminded me further that, under
Mr. Godding's supervision, | had helped to plant the shrub.”

I-he Southern Magnolia tree standing on the south side of Center Building is one of the
finest specimens in the District. Because Center Building is over 70 feet high, it pro-
tects the Magnolia from the severe north winds, so the tree has flourished and grown to
be a giant of its kind.J "The Magnolia,” Mr. Godding said, "was named after Pierre

~agnolTProi'essor of Medicine and Director of the Botanical Garden of Montpelier, who
died in 1715." The Magnolia is found only in the United States and China.

A story about Saint Elizabeths and its history published in the Southeast Herald, Ana-

costia, D.C., Fpb-rnarv ?R. 1Q28. says, "It (the Hospital) has many lawns which contain
(170 different varieties of trees, natives of the various countries of the World, in-
\cluding th3se from Asia, the Caucasus Mountains, Greece and Bulgaria, China, Japan,
\I™ia and Persia, not excepting the Redwood from our own California.”

The fish pond located on the south side of Center Building was not built to hold gold-
fish and float water lilies on its surface as it does today. It was designed as a res-
erviorto be used in case of fire. Many years ago, when Dr. Nichols had it built, it had
to be filled from the water carts which were filled at one of the springs and emptied®
into the pool. The pool will hold a quarter of a million gallons, so a great many trips
would have had to be made by the cart in those "good old days." The willow tree that
grows on the island was brought to the Hospital and planted in 1937 by one of the Grounds
staff employees. The pond was last used for firefighting, according to Dr. Overholser,
when the Red Cross House burned in 19%1 -- a strong wind was blowing burning fragments to

other buildings, sovater was played on many buildings to protect them.
N 1941 the Kenna-Main Unit of the American Legion Auxiliary dedicated a Fernlead Beech

tree to the memory of Dorothea Lynde Dix and placed a stone marker near its foot. Eiis
is a low, widespreadino- tree, and stands just east of the portecochere at Center Build-

ing on the section known as the Dix Lawn.

In the vicinity of "R" Building is a rare oak tree, Quercus Imbricaria, better known as
the Shingle Oak. Its foliage is lustrous, laurel-like, and often remains on the tree far
into the winter. It is a native of the Ohio Valley, but is very difficult to find in
commercial nurseries. There are also two "pat/ented trees" on the grounds — the Crim-
so. Glory Maple, with dark deep r*q leaves, and the Moriane Locust. When asked what a
patiented tree was, William Mistrsaid it wasa tree that had been specially bred and pat-

ented by the grower.

Besides many flower beds, the Hospital has six greenhouses for which the Grounds and
Farms Section is responsible. They contain approximately 14,000 square feet of bench
space, where Easter Lilies, poinsettias, begonias, geraniums, hydranges, carnations,
shapdragons, chrysanthemums, ferns, palms and other plants are grown. A record of the

Continued
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greenhouse flowers includes 45,000 snapdragons, 60,000 carnations and thousands of other
flowers produced in a season. Fifty bunches of flowers are delivered each week to various
wards throughout the Hospital. Four bunches of flowers go to the main Chapel tvwvdce we-
ekly; and on Sunday, flowers are also delivered to the John Howard Pavilion, the Godding

Service, Geriatric and Center Buildings, where services are held.

On the east side of Nichols Avenue, another change vri.ll soon take place; the old horse
_—"arn will be torn dovm so a new rehabilitation building can be placed in that vicinity,

fhis fine old-fashioned building of warm red bricks and white stone decoration has housed

as many as 80 horses. The outer gates open into a large courtyard where the carriages

and wagons were kept. Inside the barn are many roomy stalls, each with its own window.
\ A pretty bay window marks the place the office used to be, and dormer windows at the top
\ of the building show ehere the rooms for the watchmen and grooms were. Two large doors

the second floor are topped with pulleys to lift hay for storage.

The last time the horse barn was used was at the time of President Truman's inauguration.
Anheuser-Busch, Inc., of Missouri, sent its famous Clydesdale horses up to do him honor
in the parade. There were eight of them, and there was no other stable in the "city"
large enough to house them, so Saint Elizabeths played host to these handsome draft

horses.
Whether the buildings are old or new, they melt gracefully into the landscape. This is
evident in a photograph of the new Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Building which
was finished and opened only this year.

Regardless of change and the passage of years, something Dr. Godding said in describing
the Hospital in 1892 remains true today, "These grounds are among the most beautiful in

Washington. Nowhere within the bounds of the District of Columbia is there a tract of
equal extent that is capable of more pleasing and varied development than this Saint

Elizabeths tract."

+END*
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iui.'illE AliD C;w3UI-IDS
— william H, Histr

The old adage "Tiime and tide waits for no man" is certainly true in this
particular instance. Of the original Lawns and Orounds staff, today*l remain
as the oldest enployee, having the privilege of working under the direction of
(3) tliree Superintendents: Dr. hiiite. Dr. Overholser, and Dr. Gareron. Of
the original patient groups, there are only three left~?appy Fillappo, '.Jilliam
Greenly, and James I-bton. Time has talcen toll even upon the trees; some have
died and new replacements have taken place. Next to Retreat today stands two
specimens of English hollies as large as any in the Nation's capital. Gedrus
Libani is also a Diblical tree—Ring Solomon used this tiiloer in building his
temple. A large live oak "Ouercus Virginiana" is growing on the south side of
Center Duiadang , which is an evergreen in south.em part of its range. The
leaves are comparatively small and narrow and re usually evergree. To the ri-ht
of the live oak is located an evergreen t.g3e of shrub. 1 had it identified at
the National Arboretum as Prunus Carolina, as southern cherry. This snrub is
rare to this area, so much so that the National Arboretum kept the identifying
cuttings for propagation. In discussing this subject v/ith Dr. Overholser, |
was inquisitive as to wh.o had the foresight to bring this particular shrub to
Saint Elizabeths. He informed me that on one of his return trips from Florida
he stopped in North Carolina and purchased this shrub, and indeed he reminded
me that under the svipervision of Hr. Godding I helped in planting the same.

In the vicinity of "R" Building stands a rare oak tree, better knovm as
the shingle oak, ™"-iuercus lIrabricaria; its foliage is lustrous, laurel-like, often
remaining on the tree far into the winter. Even though a native of the Ohio
Valley, it is unfortunately difficult to find in commercial nurseries.

Tito pat.trees have been added to our collection—the Crimson Glory Haple.

vrf.th dark, deep red leaves, and the Marins Locust,
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Additional notes about Lavms & lrounds

Carl H. Dean, patient, discharged in loi;?, planted a white oak in 19ii3 near
tennis courts; ri, is now 30 ft,, tall. lir. Dean is a bachelor, owns his oto

hone, and is custodian of a church; he writes to Ifr, Mistr at Christnas and

Sastar tines.

The pond was built originall7 use of as a reservoir in case of fire.
The water v/as nauled to it in a cart and a viagon fron a spring by the storehouse.

The ;-allow tree in the pond was brought in an old car in 1?37 by Augustis N. 6o,

a grounds eiTployee,

Hr. llistr becane enployee in April 16, 1936; Ifr. Codding was grounds

sraervisor at that tine.
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JactiS aoout arj'onds “ar.a section

The Grounds and 7arm Section is responsible for the successful and

efficient production operation of six ~eenhouses, containir.g ~pproxi-niatalj

and flovrers are ,proim—such as poinsettias

greenhouses produce 3.ppro:-cir:iatel7 the following flowersr

1, 220 standard rnuns

62,000 poiTpons chiysanthenuns
UO0 hydrangeas for Taster
600 lilies for Taster

800 - 6" pots of poinsettias for the C'nristmas holidays,
Fifty bunches of flowers are delivered weekly to the various wards
throughout the Hospital. Flowers are delivered to the main Chapel twice

weekly (U bunches). For Sunday Services, flowers are delivered to John Howard
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NATIOSIAL HISTORIC LANEtylARKS VISIT REPORT

Site: Lafayette Square Historic District

location: Those buildings fro_ntin% on H Street, _
Jackson Place, Madison Place, and Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Date designated: August 29, 1970
Thane: 7e Architecture

Owners:  Most buildings are government owned, though there are a
few which are cwned privately.

Occi™ants: Same as above.

Contact: Donald My er
Architect, Fine Arts Ccrmission
708 Jackson Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
(202) 343-5324

Circ\imstances of visit: Date: June 21, 1977
Duration: 1 1/2 hours

Mr. Myer was cooperative and informative, aware of the issues
r*arding historic districts, and concerned about the appropriate
preservation of the area.

Plague: The plaque is located in the park which is the focus of
Lafayette Square.

Finances, maintenance and rdTabilitation:

The area is in generally good condition. The development of plans
for the district is described on pp. 80-85 in the accoipanying
publication. The Conmission of Fine Arts - A Brief History 1910-
1976. John Carl Wamecke presented the last plan in 1962 vdiich was
accepted and is effective to date. Basically, the plan preserves
all the old houses on the Square and places the large office
structures behir*d them. As a result, Lafayette Square retains its
original residential character, the White House remains the dcminant
element, and the new office buildings meet spatial needs in the

area.
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Interpretation:

The district is listed in varioxis guidebooks/ and ejg™lained in
several publications.

Status; The Lafayette Square Historic District should continue to be a
National Historic Landmark.

Enclosures: None.

Report prepared by:

Kristina Butvydas
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«ntiance.

Hay-Adams Hotel Is Sold

Sheldon Magazine Buys 45-Yej”dJld Building
WV .. r/\p—w(<a$|'|€(y;&ﬂ' I\iiﬂ EFSH%R provincial style,

£:1T 110 W
, asneen sold by

. Washing-
nzi~f Mag-

“ 1
45"y A0 ot DvboKing
Lafayette Park will be kept
the same, paid $6 million for
the property. The Manger
corporation has owned it
since 1936.

The Hay-Adams was the
first hotel here to install air
conditioning and is known a
spokesman said, “for provid-
ing service beyond the scope
of many present day hotels ”

The 200-room hotel will be

operated true to its elegant
tradition with the same in-
house management,” Maga-
zine said. Manager Michael
Pugliese, who has been with
the Manger Hotel Corp
since 1935, will stay on
along with the rest of the
staff, he said.

Magazine is also about to
start a ?10 million, 23-story
hotel in the waterfront area
of downtown Baltimore.

/ Named for the houses of

11! IISA L 11

of in s 908l I
the Hay-Adams has been- *
frequent residence of Whit

House euests anH -
“rendezvous for the socially
elite throughout®RufHkrBl
administrations,” a spokes-
man said.

In addition to working
with a ratio of one employee
for every two guests, the ho-
tel was known for providing
such amenities as bathrobes
for each guest, circulating
ice water, gift packs of cos-
metics and toiletries and
other items. The price of
rooms which are furnished

Sanfa

i~es from $28 a day for
singles to $110 for suites.
The hotel was built in
1927 by another local devel-
oper, Harry Wardman. A
spokesman = described its
lobby, which is dominated
hy walnut paneling im-
ported from England, as
the last of the classical for-
mal lobbies in Washington.”
The Manger Corp’s Man-
ger-Annapolis Hotel at 1111
H St. NW closed last sum-
mer, a victim of declinin
business, mangement sai
The 400-room hotel was los-
i'\r}lg customers_ _to _motels.
anger said, citing in addi-
tion the drop-off in rail

passenger service.
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tHE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE
July 30. 1973 Vol 102. No 5

AMERICAN NOTES

The President’s Front Yard

The Watergate hearings have add-
ed a little to the rich historical lore of
Lafayette Square, the graceful public
park across the street from the White
House. John Dean and Herbert Kalm-
bach, the President’s personal counsel
and lawyer respectively, strolled there
in July 1972 to discuss hush money for
the Watergate defendants.

Being the front yard of American
power, the park has seen a lot of casual
history. Thomas Jefferson walked over
to the Madison house on one occasion
t'opay a call on hi7successor. Lincoln’s
Secretary of State, William Seward, was
gravely wounded in his house on the
square the night that Lincaln was shot.
F.D.R. and others worshiped in the
President’s pew in St. John's Episcopal
Church on the park’s northeast corner.

Bernard Baruch, the adviser to Pres-
idents, gave counsel from his seat on a
park bench. Harry Truman liked to
walk there. In recent years the park has
been a rallying ground for demonstra-
tors. and sometimes tear gas wafted
through the tall elms.

These days, a tourist might recog-
nize Melvin Laird talking on a bench
with Kentucky's former Senator John
Sherman Cooper, or former White
House Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman
striding briskly between points of ex-
ile. Here and there, among the office
workers brown-bagging lunch on the
grass, may be seen other men talking
quietly in the sunshine beyond the
White House gates—because only there
could they be sure they were speaking
only to each other. Or so they may think.
In 1947 a reporter from the Washing-
ton Post discovered a microphone con-
cealed in the bushes behind one park
bench, with the wires leading to a tiny
park-maintenance station 30 yards
away. No one ever figured out what that
primitive bug was intended to hear, and
everyone, from the FBI down, denied
having installed it.

Filed 11/17/25
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SQUARE

Office Is Designated
For Ex-Presidents

Continued From Page A-1

number of presidential com-
missions and_other agencies
have been assigned to Jackson
Place houses as they have
been completed. Others mwiU be
occupied shortly, the General
Services Administration said
yesterdae/. o

The four-story building to
serve as headquarters for vis-
iting former presidents will
provide a further means of
carrying out aims of an execu-
tive “order issued February 14,
1969. President Nixon, in'this
order, established an office of
Special Assistant to the Presi-
deid for Liaison with Former
Presidents, assigned to main-
taining channels of communi-
cation with former Presidents
Truman and Johnson, and
with former President Eisen-
hower while he was living.
Heading this three-person of-
fice, now located in the new
Executive Office BuUding and
to be moved later to Jackson
Place, is Brig. Gen. Robert L.
Schulz,. 62, who for more than
a score of years was Eisen-
hower’s personal aide. )

No. 716 Jackson Place will
have offices and conference
rooms for use of the cx-
Presidents and their aides. No
residential facilities are in-
cluded in plans as they now
stand, a spokesman said.

The building will have an
elevator and will overlook a
newly created terrace at the
rear  of Blair House, 1651
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, the

nation’s guest mansion for dis-
tinguished foreign visitors.

The ex-Presidents’ head-
quarters was the fifth house to
be constructed on the block,
and dates from the late 1860s.
It was built by the widow of
James Blair, a son of Francis
Preston Blair Sr., after whom
Blair House is named. Another
son, Montgomery Blair, with-
out any charge represented
the slave Bred Scott, in the
celebrated civil rights case de-
cided adversely in 1857, four
years before the outbreak of
the Civil War.

Among distinguished tenants
over the %/_ears was Supreme
Court Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes Jr., a study prepared
by Donald J. Lehman, of the
General Services Administra-
tion, reveals.

The most recent owner, prior
to the government's acquisi-
tion of Jackson place houses a
dozen %ears ago, was the An-
drew W. Mellon Educational
and Charitable and Trust,
which bought the building in
1937. The trust used the prop-
erty as its headquarters while
the over-$70 million Mellon

ift, the National Gallery of

rt, was under construction.

Another Mellon gift by the
Old Dominion Foundation,
headed by Paul Mellon, fi-
nanced Lafayette Square’s re-
cently completed new walk-
ways, fountains and other im-

rovements at a cost of

409,000.
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ON LAFAYETTE SQUARE -7
Ex-Presidents Get an Office

By ROBERT J.LEVWS
star Staff Writer

President Nixon has set
aside a historic house on pres-
tigious Lafayette Square for
office use of ex-presidents of
the United States when they
come to Washington.

In a first action of its kind,
not yet fonnally_announced,
the prowrty at’ 716 Jackson
Place NW, 1n full view of the
White House, has been desig-
nated official headquarters for
former chief executives.
~Additional security precau-
tions will be built into the
structure, including installa-
tion of inch-and-three-quarter
plate-glass windows.

The work already is being
carried out under a change
order as part of the nearly
completed 9.1 million Lafay-
ette Square Kprolect launched
during the Kenredy adminis-
tration.

Restoration Finished

The total square project in-
cludes two red brick, high-rise
office buildings, now occupied,
at both east and west ends of
the square, across Pennsylva-
nia Avenue from the Execu-
tive Mansion. Restoration of
the Dolley Madison House and
other buildings along Madison
Place, on the square’s east
side, also has been completed.

Included also is restoration
or construction of 13 residen-
tial-style buildings on Jackson
Place, on the square’s west
side, and the Renwick Mu-
seum, at the northeast corner
of Pennsylvania Avenue and
17th Street NW.

In the last several weeks, a

-star staff

See SQUARE, Page A-17 716 Jackson Place NW.
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n Executive
ffice Buildini

[ational Grange
azing Opposed
y Congressmen

_renewed fight was
lised in Congress yes-

Ay on President Eisen-
h‘d"¥’s request ?or |1.2

liiij~n for planning a large
office building near the

White House to accoiamo-

late emgloales of the Execu-.
ive Branch now in cramped

working quarters.

_Thei funds would finance de*
sign and specifications for s
proprfed BX. mMon -~

building m the block bounded
bY I"th and H st, Jackson
Place and Pennsylvania avaj
nw. The project, hitherto
classed as _one to be built
under the Government'’s lease-
purchase “installment buy-
Ing“ sprogram, would be Tl-
nancejd instead by direct,
appropriations under Mr. Ei-
senhower's proposal.

e members of the stat
ofWashmgtor%:s congressmnaF

delegation o ed the proj-
ect, gaits_tﬂeyp_g%_ ?ast Sessio
of Ccfcigress, if it means dec
moUtibn of the headquartsci
of thd NaUonal Grange at 744
Sacfison pi., as presently
plannM. ;
1 N
MAGRASS 1B-witn YValieRiid
Senator remained nneonv*"
that the project is so
needed that the Grarlwe )
ing should be razed. MagiysOn

Was instrumental in writlig a
prohibition into the Indeflend-

«nt Offices appropriation biU

from spending any of the cur-
rent year's funds on planning
M icif™ ftpfl'nigitinn

T nyg

rr |

" Actually, GSA has fill
declaration of taking, noj
litigation, on most priv
owned parcels in the !
ar?d is considered ownt
these tracts. . .

l2)ttt e l—fouse side, Rep-i
WesUand (R-Wash.) said
was still opposed. “There]j
likely will be a move to a

mgge fund%”e (Seéig.e:sted bj

ident,
estimated

Westland
about /0 members ofl

HousO from farm statesi
the project if 1t r

razing the, pGpr%ng/b?uj

if the Grange building
be left standing,

The- building™ is one |
™S Sran  .s«r

Construction cost of about
. apProved for th”
tion’s capital Design anj
gineering work on foti

these ,projects is expect”,
hd, ng pleted this earH(M "mm
<3®B|pokesman said thetf;”

a’'WBd possibility” that
str®lon bids would be sc
this year.

The spokesman reported
terday that GSA was_enc
aged by results of finan
bids opened on two lease ,
chase EerOJeCtS' He saw inert
ing-interést-on-the part of
surance companies and ha
1" offerlnﬂ unds _to fina.w,
lease purchase projects, whieh

i RiSHEy KA PAYEHGo TR0GH:

vestors by Goverfit 2Nt
ever a period ranging up to 30
years. N

+ 8- 'SPSSW®..
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1970

HISTORY, ALL IN A ROW
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“The plan came about:;
.as a result of the indig»

nation of President John

F. Kennedy and his pres-

ervation-minded wife.”

IS"
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Reconstructing the Past Along Jackson Place

By Nancy L Ross

Taki ng 100 Years Off the Cityscape Lafayette Sqvare, al«o a cost of $1.7 roilUon, the

dubbed by history the Presi-  complex consists oftheDol-
dent's Park and the Capi- ley Madison bouse, now
§ the Federal Judicial Center;
tal's Common, has under- a nw building on the
gneoﬁgag _{Héingatgge%orer site # a home belonging
yor Y go. A 1o President Garfield's Sec-
J7r<Kess. now nearins® retary of the Treasuiv,
compiWii, involved tR/I\ wh|c\';\ly hoases the aommis-
razing of five buildings an”™  trativ<fe offices of the U.S.
construction or renovation  Courts; and the Benjamin
of 20 others at a cost of  Tayloe house, converted into
$39.1 million. It required Jounges for federal Judges
more than a decade of ef-  and a cafeteria for Judiciary'
fort, marked by governmen-  empjoyees, Shades of Presi-
tal infighting and capp™ by  gent McKinley, who often
the personal intervention of  preakfasted on the same
the neighborly folks in the  gnot with his political pa>-
big white mansion aci'oss jron Mark Hanna.
the way to turn the clock The final segment In the»
back a century to the days  rgjyyenation projectis Jack-*
when the park was the so-  son" Place, once known a»
fighgrenter of official Wash- | afayette Park West. Thercj;
13 houses have been recon*
The sti'ing of low-slung  sirycted or constructed for si

S,

e
R residential-type houses on  toUI of $5.2 million. Foiih
ia.ai~ Plgcéssoneast aannd west"ilj(c:)usnocri1 20th-c(ejntur Oﬂ:ﬁge bl(inIdIagi |
aves, " were demolished an !
SAY H#r-' aries of Lafayette Park, cer_\tur?/ residential replicas
came about as a result of  pyilt n their place. Theirt

John F. Kennedy and his ors stretch in an unbro-
preservation-minded wife at  ken line from the Parker!"
plans to demolish the old  house, No. 7000n the cwner'!
residences and erect grandi- ¢ Pennsylvania Avenue.
ose government structures *
in their place. For them and aeecgg:'rnerggsi—ei'syr%étulgh%—"
other concerned citizens, the i i i ; ~
distinguished architect John | lﬁ'néeg{ﬂf_om]e';y \,avg‘ﬁes'i,?,k
' Carl Warnecke worked outa ¢ back to two rooms ddfK’
scheme whereby the needed _has proim~ted some crtNi
office buildings would be to liken Jackson Place to at

- )
' I the indignation of President Eredominantl red brick ex-A
erll i

constructed behind, not_on. movie set. <
m the park”and its original ~5ee RENOVATION, B3, COI |
buildings restored or rebuilt
for official use.
Behind the Victorian fa-
gades, whelr(e Cabinet mem- . ,
ers once kept one eye on
the WIliile House and the Ba”erlna |
other on their ladies’ festive
activities, civil servants now
turn their thoughts to mat- Flees
ters ranging from pollution
control to government lunch NotsUa Makarova, a primo <
menus, from planning the  baUerina with the Lefthi-;
ul Wgee*e, 9«U,t OnmnOMr.
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scheme whereby the needed
office _buildings. Would be
/ nctl ||cled bg not.on

park |ts original
bmldlngs restored or rebuilt

forBe {ﬁ[f‘l & Victorian fa-

cades, where Cabinet mem-

bers once kept one eye on
the White House and the

other on their ladies’ festive
activities, civil servants now

turn their thoughts to mat-
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Along Jackson Place
Reconstructing the Past

RENOVATION, From. El

Of the housM there, the
most outstanding Is No. 716,
which has been designated
as a Washington base for
fonner chief executives. At
first glance. It literaliy
“stands out," being a Fedei"
abstyle house In a row of
Victorian facades. It la the
only one on the block with
Georgian multl-paned win-
dows except Decatur.

No matter how artfully
made up its eyes on the
street, they can't conceal,
however, that the house has
a 19th century body, as indi-
cated by the’ mansard roof
and high ceilings. Donald J.
Lehman, a General ~rvicea
Administration  historian
who has thoroughly re-
searched No. 716, observes
the building's Federal-style
touches were stuck on by
the A, W. Mellon Educa-
tional and Charitable Trust,
which acquired and reno-
vated No. 716 in 1937 before
Victorian revivals became

fasljl!]%nam%"m Foundation

listed as the house's tenant
until 1960, distinguished it-

el el “tentrbt

on to Na. 716.
S aans

wiU be a sitting room-with
conference dining room and

Pullman kitchen at the rear.
In the attic, two bedrooms,
the smaller of which over-
looks the Blair House gar-
den, Security offices Will
be in the basement and bul-
letproof ?Iass installed in
the lower-floor windows.

The Lafayette Park re-
newal program also includes
the renovation of the old
Corcoran Art Gallery at
17th Street and Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, now the Ren-
wick Museum of 19th«n-
tury American _crafts, and
the’ reconstruction of gar-
dens behind Blair House.

The windows of FOB 7
that overlook the garden
have been bricked up or fit-
ted with translucent glass. .

To further Insure the pri-
vacy and security of the for-
eigh potentates” who make
Blair  House their home
away from home, a three-
story-high hrick wall has
been erected at the end of
the FOB, courtyard, which
5% is Blair House garden

To lay the half-blook-Ion
brick-paved garden behin
Blair House, an el and two
carriage houses were de-

Tl

,nd cameUes

£2E

forian residence, the labor
headquarters having auo-
cumbed to the wrecker’s
ball.

_ T1E—Ironically, the orig-
inal house at No. 7S2, before
its demollUon In 1930, was
undoubtedly the most his-
toric. on_Lafayette Square
barring Decatur House. Built
In 1819 b val surgeo
Tr}wmas E\M ust af elgefep—
low officer Decatur had con-
structed his corner house,
it subsequently passed Into

the hands of .a gUtterlng sufr
cession of histch pergonlél-

These included three
treasury secretaries, three
navy secretaries and Presi-
dent Grant’s_ Vice President
Schuyler *Smller” CoUax,
whose nickname might have
been a cover for his subse-
quent shady financial deal-

“Tiit No. 732 Is best r™

membered by lovers of what
the Freni* call "petite hls-
toire” as the home of Con-
gressman Daniel E. SlcBes
who shot to death his wife s
aramour, Philip  Barton
ey, after the lady was
caught waving a handker-
chief as a signal to him

i?ﬁ%sn-ta}%gie)ra%eo residence

P.i|,,t ssuperintendent Mai,

N
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collectionSf the Taté “Yecfts
tary of the Treasury An-
drew W. MeUon.

Lehman notes that history
vas still being made there
well into the 1950s while
‘“most of the neighboring
houses were dwelling in-
creasingly with the ghosts of
a_romanticized past™

The Mellons were the last
of three distinguished Amer-
ican families to own No. 718.
The site was part of the
original allocation by the
government in 1792 to a
speculator named Samuel
Davidson and was sold by
his nephew around 1818 to
naval hero Commodore Ste-
hen Decatur. Flush from

is victories on the Bartary
main, Decatur bad built on
the northeast comer of his
prqpert{l_ the elegant house
which still bears his n™e.

Alter his death duel-
ing, the lot on which Nh. 718
now stands passed Into the
hands bf the Blair f*Oy,
whkh held it for 99 3~
Francis Preston Blair, who
was a publisher and pbUtieo
in the Jacksonian era and
whose home on Pennsyiva-
hia Avenue : now sheltew
high-ranking politicians and
princes vlating Washington,
sold the Jackson Place lot to.
his son in 18S) for “Love
and affection and $1.00."

Nearly 20 years later, the
younger Blair's widow, Mary
Jesup Blair, got around to
building the first house on

r'ﬁmcksite, the fifth on the

Mrs. Blair, whc»e husband
had run off to Calif<»nU
during the Gold Rush and
Hl‘ﬁﬂi éT 1853 leaving her fi-

| ly strapped, built the
house next door, No. 716, for
investment purposes. Leh-
man surmises this from the
‘rather ordinary materials
in comparison to th<»e

“of her own residence at No.
718. Her own steps railing
was rather fancy whereas

. the house next door bad

only a plain pipe railing.

Even so, No. 716 had some
distinguished tenants: Su-
preme Court Justice Oliver
Wepdell Holnms Jr., an as-
sistant secretary of state, an
assistant attorney general,
senators from New York,
Oregon and htoryland, stat-
istidan Roger W. Babson,
journalist Gemrgd Creel and
Prudent Wilson's famous
propaganda committee to
popularize World War 1.

GSA, which administers
all the buildings except
three controlled by the Na-
tional Trust denies assign-
ing them on ttie basis of
their historical past, how-
ever tempting the thought
of determining compatible
ghosts for tenants.

Space being the prime
consideration, the narrowest
house on the block (22 feet,
three inches wide) was se-
lected for the use of the for-
mer  Presidents of the
United States and a three-
member staff. Possibly an-
other consideration, it al-
ready had an elevator, in-
stalled by the Mellons.

Originally No. 716 ex-
tended back 62H feet. How-
ever No. 716, like some of Hs
neighbors, was truncated so
that the hou”™ rear eleva-
tions would form an even
backdrop for the red brick
FOB plaza directly behind
them. The rears are all red
brick, even though the fa-
cades of a few. such as the
ex-Presidents house, are
painted white.

From a second floor of-
fice, ex-Presidents Johnson
or Truman can look down
on the lunchers and rock
musicians who fill Lafayette
Square now of a summer
dsy and perhaps breathe a
sigh for the days when it
was a colonial apple orchard
or when Civil War troops bi*
Quacked there.

. On the third floor, there

Document 7-17

walls will in time soften the
harsh appearance of a prison
exercise yard.

Mary Wilroy,
House's keeper, says the
garden will be reserved
for summer entertaining as

eillsittdion, his majesty's

Blair

House by House

Turning the comer freon
Petmayironta  Aoentte 0«
Jackson Place, the houses
are numbered from 700 to
748 (Deea”™r House). Here
are brief sketches of the
houses marked by street
number in the photo above.

708 «. 784 — The two
bouses will serve as office
Wace for Blair House.
Whereas press conference
in the Kalr House drav/tg
~m have always meant
shoving around ~ precious
antiques, eUstinguiitoed
~sitors wiH now have an un-
cluttered conference room
on the second floor in which
to unwind their minds.

Thus the complex reverts
to Its old associations: diplo*»
ma<7 and the mess. The
comer house, No. 700, was
built in 1880 by Dr. Peter
Parker, a one-time mission-
ary who was U.S. Legation
secretary in China in the
18"~ It became, a half-
century later, the bead-
quartern of the Bureau of
the American Republics.
No. 704 was toe home of
John McLean, publisher of
the Gncinnati Enquirer and
the Washington Post

708~>This house has been
occimied by, among others,
the dau”ter of Adm. John
Dahlgren, the inventor of
the smooth-bore gun, and
ttsed for Justice Department
offices. The Fine Arts Com-
mission now has its offices
there. Presided over by
Washington painter William
Walton, the commission a<t
vises the federal govern-

épsm on its building pro-

For its library and confer-
ence rooms, the commission
has already received some
antiques from the White
House Collection. Commis-
sion Secretary Charles Ath-
erton says it hopes to make
the library, which wUI house
many volumes on Washing-
ton, art and architecture,
seini'pubUc. In that case, it
may become the most popu-
lar” room in the bouse, not
for its books, but its view—
straight onto Blair House

arden. The garden gate
owever will remain locked.

712—This is the only un-
assigned house. Within its
confines lived Maj. Henry
R. Rathbone, who was with
President Lincoln on that
fatal night at Ford's The-
ater and grappled with John
Wilkes Booth in the txn.
Other residents of No. 712
Included Gen. Nicholas
liOngworth  Anderson, the
young€»t man to achieve
the rank of general in the
Civil War.

pr@i@ﬁﬁge house for former

718-722-728. Three new
buildings on the block have
fittingly been delegated to
one of the newest govern-
mental organs, the presiden-
tial Council on Environ-
mental Quality, a kind of
supra-anti-poUution  agency.
The council, headed by Rus-
sell Train, has colonial cfian-
deliers and Williamsburg
reproduction wallpaper to
inspire thoughts of clean
living, but no antiques.

718—The house at this lo-
cation remained in the Blair
family until when It
was sold to Walter Reuther
and other labor leaders who
demolished it to erect a
large edifice. Within a cen-
tury, No. 718 is back where
it started as a graceful Vic-

Filed 11/17/25

the top nan. me newiy con-
structed bouse lost its bot-
tom to form a passageway
through to the public court-
yard of FOB 7. In the plasa’s
center is a fountain.
738-734-7$6—These ~ three
bouses are occupied by thi
American Revolution Bicen-
tennial Commission. WhUe
most of the buildings on
Jackson Place will he
equipped with standard
GSA furniture, the Ameri-
can Revolution Bicentennial
Commission welcomes do-
nations of antiques to go
alongside reproductions in
H:éegeception rooms and of-

The commission, headed
by David Mahoney, who is
also chairman of the board
of Norton Simon, Inc—the
foundation of the California
art connoisseur—has already
accepted 19 fine Victorian
pieces from Mrs. David Kar-
Eick <rf Washington for. Ite
%ggwarters In Tfos. 739"

No. 730 was once fte
home of William J. Muis
tagh, editor of the National
Republican, one of the first
papers to bade Lincoln for
President. No. 734 belonged
in 1896 to Charles G. Glov-
er, a prominent banker, who
soon built fancier digs and
wound up donating much of
the property to the District
as part of the Glover-Arch-
bold Park. No. 736, the last
of these three townhouses,
all original, is cc»»idered
Lehman the finest example
of a Yictorian facade of any
on the square. Tiers of dou-
ble-arched windows carry
the eye upward from the
brownstone balustrades of
toe front steps to the or-
namental crest above the
mansard. Old French mar-
{gpioﬁj_replaces grace the in-
B
President Polios Secretary
of War William L. Marcy,
who died in 1857, lived in
No. 736, the building did
serve as a tempm'ary White
House in the summer of
1902 when President Theo-
dore Roosevelt lived there,

740-744—These are new
constnictions, built on the
site of the old National
Grange office building and
occupied by the National
Trust. In contrast to its
nei”bors, Decatur House
and _the Bicentennial Com-
mission,” and its mission to
preserve old houses, toe
commission has gone mod-
ern behind its 19th-century
exterior. The furnishings
are contemporary wood and
chrome pieces. Eventually
the two buildings will be
linked by a garden to Deca-
tur House, the oldest house
on Jackson Place.

748_Decatur House was
bequeatoed to the National
Trustin 1961 upon the death
of Mrs. Truxtun Beale.
Known as one of Washing-
ton's 'Three B’s” —Bacon,
*Beale and Bliss—for a trio
of society grandes dames,
she was the last in a series
of illustrious people to live
there. After the death of
Decatur—best remembered
for his words ""Our country,
right or wrong"—toe house
was subsequently inhabited
by three secretariM of state,
including Henry Clay and
Martin Van Buren, and the
ambassadors of Russia. Eng-
land and France.

During the half-century
she lived there, Birs. Beale
bad the Victorian erobellito-
ments removed from the ex-
terior and the facade re-
stored to its original style.
Now the first floor of toe
house, restored in 1967, mir-
rors the Decaturs’ elegant
train davie in 1819-20, whUe
the tg»tairs furnishings re-
flect the tastes of the Beales,
who owned it for 84 years.
It is @ mi»eum and is open
to the puhHc,
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llome of Dome? Webster, later the residence of W. W, Corcoran, which formerly stood at the corner of H street and Connecticut
avenue, where the United States Chamber of Commerce Building is now located.
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Lafayette Park Spurs Hot Debate:
It's Free Speech Versus Scenic Beauty

PARK, From D1

sides of this controversy pitting free speech against
scenic beauty.

"We've gotten more piililic comment on this th.in just
about anything in recent history,” s.nid Sandra Alley, the
Park Service spokeswoman whose East Potomac Park
office is the official repository for the letters, which
have come from as far away as Arizona and Mexico.

Though the official comment period ended Oct. 21,
with final regulations due out in December, Alley said
correspondence from the public is still arriving. The let-
ters and petitions supporting the proposed rules went
into one black binder, those opposing them into another.

Nobody minced words.

"Let's get rid of the trash." Bradford Parker, a Dis-
trict resident, implored in his letter. “Where has our
pride and dignity gone?”

David Denholm of Vienna complained that the "dis-
gusting display in Lafayette Park™ makes him “cringe"
whenever he shows out-of-town visitors around.

And Elwood Wagner of Philadelphia appealed to the
Park Service to let the park be a park, “with green
grass, shrubs, birds, squirrels etc., not signs, posters,
trash, tents, destruction of the horticulture and filth."

Then there were those who suggested that the dem-
onstrators be given year-round space for their pro-
tests—near Buzzard Point or the Blue Plains sewage
treatment plant.

The issue has divided the legal community as well as
park lovers.

The Washington Legal Foundation, a conservative
public interest group, has asked for more stringent reg-
ulations, -including a ban against demonstrations and
signs in Lafayette Park during the spring and summer
between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

The liberal American Civil Liberties Union has
threatened to sue if the proposed regulations are adopt-
ed as policy.

“The additional restrictions ... go far beyond the
limits of what could have been justified" to protect the
park and the public satety, ACLU legal director Arthur
B. Spitzer argued in 25 pages of comments filed with
the Park Service.

“Because of the park’s location directly across the
street from the White House, it is uniquely important and
appropriate as a location for demonstrations addressed
(actually or symbolically) to the president of the United
States and to others (ranging from visiting heads of state
to tourists) who visit the White House," he wrote.

The Washivcton Po?t

Spitzer, noting that some have suggested the Ellipse
as a more suitable protest site, said that location re-
ceives so few visitors that protesters might as well con-
duct a demonstration on Roosevelt Island for all the
attentioait would get.

“The purpose of the First Amendment is to protect
the rights of the people to communicate with each oth-
er, not with the grass and the sky," Spitzer wrote.

Robert Com of Arlington accused the Park Service of
exaggerating the problems caused by park demonstra-
tions. Robert Shreffler of Arizona, referring to the cur-
rent round-the-clock antinuclear vigils in the park, wrote
that there is "nothing at all ugly, wrong or illegal with
these people protesting the destruction of the earth."

The Sierra Club, capitalizing on what it called "its
unique perspective,” called the Park Service regulations
in?fgropriate and arbitrary and said freedom of speech
had become a part of Lafayette Park's character.

Alley said the Park Service will weigh all the com-
ments and try to keep a balance between the care of the
park and First Amendment rights.

The proposed rules would not apply to hand-held
signs. But permanent signs, such its the billboard-size
plywood structures or huts that have sprung up along
the Pennsylvania Avenue side of the park, would have
to be no larger than four feet in either dimension and no
thicker than one-quarter inch.

There would be a limit of two signs per protester,
and a demonstrator would have to stay within three feet
of the sign. Personal property such as makeshift toilets,
chairs and desks would be prohibited. Protests of fewer
than 100 persons would be restricted to a small “soap-
box" platform, rather than a stage.

Opponents of the proposed new guidelines argue that
the signs must be big enough to be seen from across
the street and by passing motorists. Also, according to
John Steinbach, a member of the Gray Panthers of Met-
ropolitan Washington, the proposed stage restrictions
could be dangerous and would make it difficult to
present theater or musical groups as part of a protest.

Steinbach. an organizer of the Friends of the First
Amendment petition drive against the proposed regu-
lations. said the White House and the park have been a
traditional center for political dissension for the last
100 years, going back before Suffragette and antiwar

protests. . )

Another tradition, according to a letter from the
White House Vigii for the ERA Committee, is that *'true
democracy is rarely an orderly process. Strict order
tends to be the byproduct of totalitarian, repressive
regimes with little respect for individual rights."
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New Rules to Curb

Lafayette Protests
‘Visual Blight' Cited

By Karlyn Barker

WAbhington Post St;tff Writer

The National Park Service, arguing that the
proliferation of per“nanent protest displays is
causing “visual blight" in Lafayette Park, has an-
nounced new regulation»*lw*i<»»wnliJ IUyiilct both
the size and the number of protest signs there
and prohibit the plywood huts and other struc-
tures that have sprung up across the street from
the White House.

The regulations, according to the Park Ser-
vice, are intended to control the manner, but not
the content, of protests by demonstrators who
have settled into the park on a long-term basis
and turned its picture-postcard beauty into what
many call an eyesore.

"Wii'vc obviously had a lot of complaints about

conditions in the park,” said Sandra Alley, as.so-
ciate regional director of public affairs for the
Park Service’s national capital region. “We're
not trying to curb First Amendment rights, but
we are seeking some sort of balance."

Hand-carried signs would he exempted from
the new regulations, and protest groups would
be allowed to set up temporary speaker's or
"soapbox" platforms for rallies in the park.

But other “structures"—the huts, chairs,
desks, makeshift toilets, kitchen sinks ,a*l other
personal items that officials say protesters have
brought in or “stored” in the park—would be
prohibited.

Under the new regulations, scheduled to take
effect in late November after a period for public
comment, signs placed or set down in the park
must be no larger than four feet in either dimen-
sion and no thicker than one quarter inch. They
may not be elevated more than six feet from the
ground at their highest point and may not be

Document 7-17
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combined with other signs to form
larger structures.

No protesters may have more
than two such signs in the park at
any one time, and tho.se signs must
be "attended" at all tinies, meaning
that someone must be within three
feet of the sign or it will be consid-
ered abandoned, property.

Park Service officials .say they
need the tighter restrictions be-
cau.se protesters' have begun .set-
ting up billboard-like, hand-painted
signs along the Fennsylvania Ave-
nue siffe of the park, ob.scuring the
view of the White Hou.se, posing a
safety threat in high winds and gen-
erally ruining the park’s-esthetic
(Juality.

Hut p.irk protesters and civil lib-
ertarians, who have tangled with
the Park Service before, raised con-
cerns yesterday that the new re-
strictions could violate constitution-
;il protections of free speech and
free expression.

“They want to try to make
Lafayette Park look more pretty in
the view of some people,” said Ar-
thur Spitzer, legal director of the
ACLU's local office here. “We ju.st
don’t think that is a very weighty
concern to justify the infringement
of First Amendment rights.”

Though an around-the-clock an-
tinuclear vigil has been going on in
the park for more than two years,
court decisions have prohibited
overnight "sleep-in" protests there.
Long-term demonstrations on the
sidewalk in front of the White
Mouse al.so have been banned, a
move that has made Lafayette Park
all the more attractive to protest-

erg.l came here June 27 and | just
haven’t gotten home yet,” said Pri-
ma Hlakus of Portland, Ore., who
sat in a chair at the .southeast cor-
ner of the park yesterday and
flashed the peace sign to pa.ssing
motorists. "Now I've gotten stub-
born, I'm waiting for world peace.”

More than 50 signs—encouraging
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everything from world peace to birth
control trf freedom of religion—were
set up in the park yesterday, sharing
space with lunching office workers
and drawing the attention of tourists.
Only two demonstrators, Hlakus and
Concepcion Picciotto, were in the
park with the signs.

Picciotto, an organizer of the an-
tinuclear vigil, said she and a com-
panion, William Thomas, built sev-
eral of the larger protest signs that
face the White House. “The more
weapons they build, the more signs
we have to have to show the people
what is happening," she said.

Rut Park Service officials, in a
memorandum accompanying pub-
lication of the regulations in yester-
day's Federal Register, warn that
without the new restrictions the
“dump-like atmosphere” and “build-
ing boom” in the park could get
worse. They say they have received
requests for permits to establish a
library in the park, a landing spot
for a spaceship and facilities to per-
form an abortion.
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Reclaim Lafayette Park
from protesters' abuses

The right to protest is cherished,
but the First Amendment does not en-
title one to spray-paint opinions ail
over the Liberty Bell.

Neither does it entitle protesters, no
matter how sincere, to do what a tiny
band has done to Lafayette Park in the
heart of Washington. This splendid
gem of a park is just opposite the White
House, north across Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. Until recently it was an oasis of
calm and beauty. Tourists favored pho-
tos from it with the White House as
background. Office workers treasured
open-air lunches and breezy conversa-
tions on its benches. Unfonunately a
handful of protesters effectively has
trashed it.

One group has maintained a round-
the<lock anti-nuclear protest there for
more than two years. Others proclaim
world peace, birth control, you name
it. Together they have taken over large
sections of the park, erecting huts and
stationing desks, chairs, toilets — even
a pyramid. Some set up billboard-size,
hand-painted protest signs permanent-
ly blocking the view to the White
House. One demonstrator alone put up
eight billboard-size signs. They have

damaged the park's turf, trees and
brick sidewalks, denied the public ac-
cess to large tracts and lured vagrants
to sleep on benches that tourists and
office-workers no longer enjoy.

Obviously this must stop; finally the
National Park Service is trying. Under
a proposed rule, protesters still could
exercise their First Amendment rights
fully, but they would be prohibited
from establishing structures or over-
size signs in the park. Hand-carried
signs would be unrestricted. Tempo-
rary speaker’s platforms would be per-
mitted, but stationary signs could not
be larger than four feet tall or wide
and could not be left unattended.

That's only fair. If anything, the
rules should be more strict. Why not
require protesters to move along, as
must strike pickets? Why not forbid
overnight encampments, requiring
protesters to pack up and leave daily,
free to return another day? Sugges-
tions or opinions on the proposed reg-
ulation are welcome through Oct. 21.
Write: U.S. National Park Service, Re-
gional Director. National Capital
gion, 1100 Ohio Dr. SW, Washington
20242.
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Edwin M. Yoder Jr.

Liberty
And Junk
For All?

For reasons coruieaed sotii the tueh cotf
of pariuni; at the fanoer Washington hoteK
my occasional eariy-mormnj; walking route
to a press breakfast takes me across Lafay-
ette Park, just opposite the White House.

Here, where Henry Adams once binlt a
great house, and where Andrew Jackson
still rears his horse in equestrian splendor,
my dedication to the constitutional right of
petjoon undergoes—and invariably flunks—
a stem test It is not urJike the test your be-
lief in free speech would undergo if someone
were screaming pditical slogans in your ear
every time you hit the sidewalk.

The test for me is the clutter of bill-
board.s. placards, tents, mock cemeteries
and whatnot that now disfigures one ol
Washington's most agreeable squares, and
one of the few reiuges of distinguished ar-
chitecture.

| was delighted, therefore, to read that
the National Park Service intends to crack-
down on the demonstrators who (often m
absentu) have turned Lafayette Park into
a Ainkyard. a zealot's haven but a citizen
eyesore.

New regulations would restrict the size
of placards—a long, ugly row of whicli
now conceal, at eye level looking across
Pennsylvania Avenue, the north facade of
the White House. They would also have to
be attended, or they would be treated a>
abandoned property.

The Park Service is. if anything, over- '
raucious. But depend on those who con-
fuse vandalism with liberty to find even
these mild measures objectionable.

The American Civil Liberties Union,
bless its myopic soul, predicubly finds this
tightening frivolous, perhaps unconstitu-
tionaL "They want to make Lafayrtte
Park look more orettv." said an ACLU
spokesman, "(but| we just don't think that

IS a very weighty concern to justify the in-
fringement of First Aniendmént rights."

Not a weighty concern? An esercase of
rights that Wights, all day every day. a pub-
lic square? How far. one is led to speculate,
micht tibenanan num.skullerv go?

If someone with a burning message is
moved to bedeck the Washington Monu-
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mem -sirh 1 huHe wraparound Kanner it
itir-  liiil-iniii level, nr hung a “.indaicn
Niard -viih inti-nurlear -.logans arounu
Mr. Lincoln's nerk in the Lincoln Memori-
al. must the esthetic interests of tens ot
thousands be dcsmcssed?

Why must the rest .of us suifer. in silence,
iwne trashing of the commonweal ever-'
time a world-saver with S20 to spend (or a
signboard and a pamt brush goes into ac-
tion? By long legal usage, even the motsl es-
senti.al personal bberues are sub»ect to rea-
sonable ‘ttroe. place and manner" restric-
tion when rbetr exern.se becomes a nui-
sani e nr a menace to others.

It IS. as Holmes told us. no legitimaie
exercise of free speech to cry fire falsely
in a crowded theater, causing a panic. And
not even the silliest judge in the land
would uphold your right to ring my door-
bell evei-v dav at 3 a.m. to deliver your ur-
gent warning against nuclear power.

This is not a plea for banning the right ot
timely and appropriate peuuon. It is an ar-
gument for measure, and (or what might be
called the Fifth Freedom: the right to enpy.
unblighted, the graces of the American land-
scape.

And by the way. while thousands uf
toun.-ts must seek their first southward
glimpse of the White House across a for-
est of placards, just who is being peti-
tioned for a redress of grievances? Ronald
Reagan is at the ranch. Congress is in re-
cess and even when in town does no busi-
ness near Lafavette Square.

The peutxmers and demonstrators should
be permuted to do their thing it set times
in the park, or in front of the White House,
or wherever they wish, then (old up ibetr
demonstration sets and move on.

Outrage over the casual spoliatxHi of
the American land and cityscape—ot
which the trashing of Lafayette Park is
part—is made the keener by visits to
European cities. They somehow manage
to avoid becoming political gulags without
sacrificing their visual grace.

Not so us. Like the clutter erected on
the west side of the Executive Office
Building, like disligunng. shoddy, box-like
oilice buildings, steamy parking lots, in-
stant-food strips, daily litter sufficient to
make a landfill of the Pacific Ocean bed.
the junking of Laiayette Park is of a piece
with our national tolerance of ugluiess.

And this in the name of liberty? Thomas
Jefferson, who had much to say on that
subject, was a man of taste who saw that
virtues need not be graceless, nor beautv
incompauble with liberty. A citizenry that
becomes visually brutalized exposes it.seif
to political brutalization as well.

/1
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Lafayclle Park
Provokes Debate

Free Speecli Clashes
Willi Scenic Beauty

By Karlyn Barker

WAfhinfton Wruer

Jim Moses of ArlinRton calls the place “a
rat hole” and says the ugly junk and signs
left him shocked and speechless. His opin-
ion is shared by many others, and they use
words such as "sickening” and “filth” when
they sp<'ik of this "national disgrace.”

Andrew Teter of Silver Spring worries
about its appearance, but thinks the Con-
stitution places free speech above scenic
beauty. There are plenty of people in his
camp, too, and they use words like "delight-
ful” and "uniquely important” as they praise
"a thrilling example of democracy in action.”

The inspiration for ail this passion and
hyperbole is a former apple orchard and
soldiers' encampment located across the
street from the WIiite House now known as
Lafayette Park.
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Sandra Alley of National Park Service holds
binders of petitions about Lafayette Park.

Since August, when the National Park
Service complained of “visual blight” in the
park and asked for public comment on pro-
posed rules that would limit the siae and
number of protest signs in the park, the
agency’s National Capital Region has been
inundated with letters and petitions on both

See PARK. B7, CoL |
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Visitors' 1re ma

By G2y Ehmiz
D«nvw Poit W«»htnolon BufOHu

WASIIINtnoN — Lafnyptlc
Park once was a tree-shaded
retreat known for Its stalely view
of the White House across the
street.

Today, it Is home lo n block-long
clutter of signs .so distracting they
have become a tourl.st attraction In
their own right.

With huge hand palmed messag-
es like “Live by the Bomb. Die by
the Bomb," "neagan ‘fit. War 'R5,"
and "Sue Your (Inveniment Now,”
It is a plywood protest against
United States nuclear weapons pol-
icy.
"Peace Park," as (he sidewalk
di.splay now is known, has enraged
so many vlsllors that the usuall
accommodating National = Par
Service is calling for restrictions
on the number and size of signs
there.

But prole.sler.s aheady are de-
cryin? the proposed regulations as
an Infringement on free speech.

And If the park's turbulent histo-
ry Is any Indlcalion, Ihe Issue won't
be resolved easily.

In the past (ieendo, the block-
square plot of grass ha.s served as
a soap box of .sorts for all manner
of causes. | hrce years ago, a veri-
table tent city was erected ttiero
by leftlsls, while ullrnconserva-
tives held demon.sirations of their
own nearby.

The paik also was n favorlle
hangout for Norman Mayer, the
troubled man who was Killed by au-
thorities In 1982 as tie held” the
Washington Monument under
siege. Demanding an end to the nu-
clear threat, Mayer falsely
claimed the van he parked beside
the monument was filled with 1,000
pounds of dynamite.

Tlie Park .Service once received
a permit applicallon from a man
who wanted to use l.afnyette Park

DENVER POST
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The wall of signs that endures
loday la the work of a smaU band

tually have Uved in the park Lee
foundlnrg the "White House Anti-
Nuclear Vigil" m 1981.

"Thls has been my life for the
past five years," sajd Concepcion

eel™o. a Spanish-born prot“ter
who believes that eliminating the
nuclear arsenal is the "mo.st Im-
[Hirlant l.s.sue facing the world."

I.cllers,from,backers In the anti-
n.c,0.r ™y.™M¢_ .re

y bring curbs on protest signs
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The Signs In the Park

HE POLITICAL SIGNS in Lafayette Park

raise a quesuon that always seems difficult in

the abstnct, but turns out to be simpler when
yol look at the actual scene. Most of the signs face
Pennsylvania Avenue and the White House, and some
are substantial structures. Several are eight or 10
feet high. They convey a vanety of messages, fre-
quently supporting the causes of world peace and dis-
armament. The First Amendment certainly protects
the right to express those views. Does it protect the
right to e.xpress them on billboard-size signs parked
permanently among the flower beds and fountains of
a much-visited park? As the signs get bigger and
more numerous, the idea of an unlimited right gets
more dubious.

That block of Pennsylvania Avenue, and the
park, have always been a locus of choice for people
with messages to deliver to their government. A
decade ago a Texan who had been carrying on a
dispute wath the Veterans Admuiistration ever
since World War Il took to sleeping in the park as a
protest against a ruling on his disability benefits.
The Court of Appeals accepted the argument that
sleepmg in the park could be political e.xpression.
Then the Community for Creative Non-Violence
attempted the same thing on a larger scale, pitch-
ing 20 tents in the park to protest inadequate hous-
ing for the poor. The case went to the Supreme
Court, which held last summer that the National

Park Service had the power to prohibit camp-ins
whether they were political expression or not. Last
year the Park Service also turned its attention to
the nch mixture of signs, banners and vigils along
the White House fence. The Court of Appeals up-
held a precise and strict set of regulations, panly
on aesthetic grounds and partly to protect the
White House's secunty. But sweeping this multi-
tude of messages from the south side of the avenue
has increased the pressure on Lafayette Park on
the north side.

Free e.xpression and dissent tend to be untidy,
and a certain amount of untidiness has to be toler-
ated to accommodate them. They are, after all. es-
sential. But there have always been limits. That's
not new. You don't have to be told that the courts
would not encourage you to spray-paint your con-
stitutionally protected opinion of your congressman
on the Washington Monument.

For Lafayette Park, the Park Service has now pro-
posed new rules. They would continue to permit
demonstrations there. They would permit you to
carry signs there. They would permit you to set up a
stationary sign as large as four feet square, as long as
you stay there with it. These rules are chiefly aimed
at the huge, four-season, ail-weather signs that have
lately taken up permanent residence. These rules are
reasonable, and the time has come when, unfortu-
nately, something like them is necessary.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST?20,1985!

Lafayette Square

One man’s eyesore may be
another’s political statement, but
dozens of gaudy, permanent pro-
test displays may be hauled away
from President Reagan’s front
yard in Lafayette Square — once
actually part of the White House
compound and designated by
Thomas .Jefferson as “The
President's Park."

New National Park Service
regulations, scheduled for
release in today's Federal Regis-
ter, 'vould require one protester
to guard no more than two signs,
each measuring no more than 4
feet by 4 feet by one-quarter inch.
They also would be allowed as
many hand-held signs as they
could carry. Permanent
structures would be banned, as
would speakers’ platforms,
except for groups holding tempo-
rary Park Service permits.

Currently, a handful of protest-
ers, sleeping in the park, claim to
guard dozens of larger signs,
which would otherwise be hauled
away as trash by park
authorities. In a press statement
also scheduled for release today,
National Park Service Director
William Penn Mott said the pro-
posed rules result from “numer-
ous citizen complaints”
concerning “the continually
worsening visual blight in Lafa-
yette Park as well as the Park
Service’s growing concern for
safety and resource protection of
the historic square and its visi-
tors.”

Interior Department sources
say that they anticipate legal
opposition from protesters
camped in the park. The change
in Lafayette Square regulations
will be pending through Oct. IS.
Written comments of supp('rt or

opposition should be sent to the
Regional Director, National Capi-
tol Region. National Park Serv-

ice, 1100 Ohio Drive SW,
Washington, D.C., 20242"
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The signs of Leifayette Park: testing the
meaning of the First Amendment

ERNEST B. ru*"GURSON
CHIEF OF  SUN'S WASHINKjTQN BUREAU

Washington

classified ad for this particular dwell-
. I->4 Ing might read thus: "Breezy, fur-
1Jh Anlshed A-frame with sleeping loft,
" professional landscaping, close-up view of
\Vhlte House, center of capital's culture and
political activity. Cheap.”
"rr Housing is booming In Lafayette Park.
oStross Pennsylvania Avenue from the presl-
\dent's home. Most of the dozens of struc-
m'tures look temporary, but they are becoming
permanent. Some are of plywood, some of
‘cardboard, most are caulked and draped
‘Vith plastic garbage bags,
t, “ In some other capital, and no doubt In
Washington, too, at some other time, the
{( tenants of these dwellings would be evicted
as squatters, and their shelters tom down as
‘wbbthing more than an unsightly mess on the
I-nation’s most special parkland.
T-7'" But despite the variety of their construc-
I'tlbn, these structures have something Im-
eportant In common: They all do double duty
as political placards. And because they be-
gan as protest signs, they may be protected
-by the free speech clause of the First

» Amendment. .
J"" And that provides the plot of one of

*;Washington's Iongest-_runnin%, most constl-
*tlonally difficult public debates.

In Its early years, Lafayette was known
-as “the president's park.” and St. John's.
..across on the comer of 16th Street, was the
..’\ﬁgesident's church." That was back when
",.sheep still grazed on the White House lawn.
For decades there was not even a fence be-
tween the president's house and the avenue,
where an occasional buggy rattled past.

In the 1960s. protesters and their signs
became a regular attraction along the side-
walk before the White House. The park be-
came the assembly area for mass demon-
strations. More than once, the executive
mansion was shielded against them by a
wall of buses parked bumper to bumper.

When Vietnam and other grievances of
that era passed, the mobs went away. But
some lonely protesters stayed. They set up
camp along the sidewalk, using their signs
for shelter.

Then, after Mr. Reagan came In. the ave-
nue's south sidewalk was cleau'ed In the
name of security. The protesters moved their

signs and sleeping bags across to Lafayette
Park. There, the signs somehow have In-
creased while the protesters who painted
and erected them have diminished.

Most of Lafayette Park, the other sultry
afternoon, was an Idyll of dog days In Wash-
ington. Thirteen players and kibitzers gath-
ered around the chess tables along the west-
ern edge. Eight street p>eople slept, some on
benches, some on the grass. An Itinerant
alto saxophonist standing near the herolc
horseback statue of Andrew Jackson kept
playing “Georgia on my Mind." over and

over.

Tourists foreign and domestic filed
through with cameras. A family of six, all In
short pants, stopped to gaze at the messages
on the huts along the avenue side.

There were about 30 of them In a row,
from three to about 16 feet high. One of
them said In big letters. “Welcome to Lafay-
ette Concentration Camp." Another com-
plained of the "saints who profess to assist
the homeless . . . adventurers and optimists
looking for media attention and money."

Others supported freedom of religion,
birth control and assorted causes. One bore
a placard remembering Norman Mayer, who
was a veteran White House protester before
he finally snapped In 1982. drove his van to
the Washington Monument and threatened
to blow It up before he was killed by police]
gunfire. A sign said. "White House 24-hour
nuclear vigil since June, 1981 —Just two
Individuals, no groups."

The two-story Job with the sleeping loft
Was In another camp one row back, near the
comer statue of Lafayette himself. Its letter-
ing made a complicated case for an uncen-
sored "community scrapbook." Nearby sat a
sign that might Inspire second thoughts In
the passing policeman or street-cleaning
crew Inclined to neaten up the area: “Sup-
port the First Amendment.”

The debate over Lafayette Park puts
heavy strain on some lifelong supporters of
free speech. Does the Constitution guarantee
the right to erect signs on public property
and keep them there month In and out”?
Does It legitimize camping out under protest
si_%r_]s In places where other camping Is pro-
hibited?

The National Park Service has been
wrestling with this while gettingi a flood of
cbmplalnts about what It correctly calls “vi-
sual blight" that obstmets the view of the
White House. Now It has come up with new
regulations intended to control the size of
signs and do away with the lean-tos. while
making no threat to the fact or the content
of portable placards.

Hand-carried signs would be allowed.
Protesters could set up temporary speaker's
stands for rallies. But signs could be no more
than 4 feet by 4 feet, and set up no more
than 6 feet high. They could not be Joined to
others to make larger structures.

No one person could have more than two
signs, and any sign left while Its owmer wan-
dered more than three feet away would be
considered abandoned, and so cleaned up.

This, park officials said, would end the
current situation in which all those signs
and huts were sitting there last week, with
only one woman apparently responsible for
them. Whether their original builders were
at work, out panhandling or back home In
Indiana was unclear. But it was clear that
under the new rules, the seml-permanent
structures with their chairs, makeshift sani-
tary facilities, bunks and other equipment
would have to go.

Predictably, there were outcries when
these rules were announced. Park protesters
and civil libertarians Immediately asserted
that they were a threat to the First Amend-
ment. Park Service spokesmen escalated the
Issue by saying they have gotten applica-
tions for permits to start a library, land
spalt(:eships and perform abortions In the
park.

Marches, demonstrations, protests here
always bother the Incumbent administra-
tion. To most of them, | have said In the past
that we should be thankful we have such
brazen manifestations of free speech —
they are the basic difference between Wash-
ington and Moscow.

In the current case, | waver. Somewhere
there Is a line between free speech and va-
grancy. between the minority's right to dem-
onstrate and the majority's right to enjoy the
public parks. | suspect any American has a
right to express himself on any sign that he
can personally tote around. When It turns
Into an A-frame with sleeping loft. It's a mat-
ter for the D.C. building code, not the Bill of
Rights.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Lafayette Square Historic District,
Washington, D. C.

Lafayette Park was originally included in the President's Park
planned by Maj. Pierre L'Enfant. Thomas Jefferson later authorized
the separation of the present tract into a park for area residents
and visitors. Workmen laid the first walks in 1824, at the time the
park received its name, after the triumphant visit to this country of
Maj. Gen. Marquis de Lafayette. Andrew Jackson Downing, the leading
American Landscape architect of his time, designed the first land-
scaping plan in 1853. His plan has been adhered to over the years
with only slight revisions.

Traditionally, Lafayette Park has been the people's park. Its
statues remind visitors of the struggle to achieve a popular fomi

of government, and it has often been a meeting place for those wishing
to bring important issues to the immediate attention of the

Chief Executive. Surrounding it and adjacent to it are buildings
that date from the 19th and early 20th centuries, representing the
period during which the Republic grew from relative insignificance to
world leadership. Stylistically, key buildings have their roots in
the Federal Period. The rest run the gamut of architectural style
through 19th-century Victorianism and early 20th-century Edwardian
taste, culminating in the Beauxarts style of the 1920's, as
exemplified in the United States Chamber of Commerce Building.

NSHSB; 7/23/70
JDM
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LmYETTE SQU&EE
The selection of the location of the site of the Pre8idLent*8 house and

grounds like that of the Capitol and the other public buildings was a matter of
grave ioportance andcareful deliberation and was done in March 1791 by the de-
cision of the group comprising the President, the Cocmissioners and Major L’Enfaat
and also James Madison and Thomas Jefferson. L*Enfant was influenced by the
physical features of the land and the suitability of the site to the building de-
signed to be erected upon it. While the choice was mads, it was not definitely
and officially accepted until Major L*Enfant»s rough drawing was submitted to
General Washington some six wedcs or more afterwards. In the L'Enfant*s general
map and report, he mentioned the site of the *"Presidential Palace™ as the

ridge which attracted your attention at the fiiutl Inspection of the ground"

(referring doubtless to the feting of the group in March previous) on the west
side of the Tiber entrance. This tract of land extended south from H street

to the present Monument Grounds and lay between 15th and 17th streets. The
President’s Park was a seven acre rectangle of untamed, uneven grounds, most of
which belonged to the farm of the Pierce family to whose forbears the plantation
was patented by Lord Baltimore before 1700. The farmhouse and orchard occupied
eastern side of the sq;uare and the family burial ground, about 30 by 50, lay
almost opposite thefront door of the proposed Presidential mansion. A race
course had been laid out on the western side v&ieh extended to 20th street.
Originally there was no idea of a street cutting through this park immediately
surrounding the President's House. The ground had not been levelled and the
north side bordering H street was about three feet higher than the present level.

(1) Bryan, W. B, History of the National Canltal. Vol. 1, pp, 149-150
(2) Hines, Christian. Early Recollections of Ifttshington. p. 30
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scope and power under its successive hosts. Later it sO.s occupied hy Vice President
Garrett A. Hohart, then came Senator Mark Hanna who sandwiched politics with his de-
licious breakfasts of country sausage smd pancakes, frequently attended by President
McKinley. Shortly the "Cameron" house became known as "The Little White House."
It was here that Senator Haztna ma’ed out the campaign of 1900. Here too hie daughter
Miss Hath Hanna reigned as a belle. She became Mrs. Medill McCormick and is now
Mrs. Sims. Another noted tenant of the Cameron House was Admiral Paulding, son of
John Paulding, one of the captors of Major Andrei

Ahother page of history was added to this notable mansion during its occupancy
by the Women’s Congressional Onion which here established the headquarters of the
movement to enfranchize women through the passage of the Susan B. Anthony Amendment.

The next event in the history of this house was its absotrption by the Cosmos
Club for a Ladles Annex.

The old stable in the rear was also taken over ?g)d cleaned and converted into

an assesibly room for scientific and literary meetings.

(3) F. Eider, Eider’s Washington, p. 190
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Following the departure of Lord Ashburton, the family of William Morris I™feredith,
Secretary of Treasury in President Tyler's Cabinet, kept up the social traditions
of this already famous residence. D)

Then came the regime of Sir Henry Bul'.ver Lytton who brought with him a young
nephew still in his teens, Owen Meredith, who wsis serving his apprenticeship in
diplomacy as an unpaid secretary. He gained much in wisdom in observing the
activities of his astute uncle in working through the mazes of the Clayton-Sulwer
Treaty, also made in this house teaaporarily in 1850, when it was agreed that the
United States and England should jointly guarantee the neutrality of the Isth-
mian Canal.

Althou” the tradition has found constant repetition that Owen Meredith
wrote Lucile while at the English Legation, his own statements prove that he
did not write the poem until ten years later while in Switzerland.

Robert Lytton revisited Luchon a year before his death in 1B91, and re-
called this, painful period of his youth in a letter to an intimate friend, "Luchon
is a wonderfully pretty little place nestled in a fold of the Pyrenees, and it is
full of strange ghostly reminiscences for me, 1| was here about thirty years ago,
in horrible circumstances, with my mother. - . . We met once again in Paris-- a
very painful meeting, in the presence of others, and | never saw her again.

Thile 1 was there | passed as much of my time as | could in the mountains on
horseback with a guide whose glories | have sung in a trashy poem (Lucile) that
seems to have become very popular in America,"a)

Lucile was completed by the end of the year 1859, and published by Chapman &
Hall in the sunmer of 1860. It was at once pounced upon by the press, de-
nounced as a pjlagiarism, and much more severely criticised than the previous

works. "As to Lucile, " he writes to his father, "l regard it as a

Rider, F. - Vvashington )
(4) Meredith, Owen - Personal & Literary Letters of Robert First Earl of Lytton,p. 93
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failure, so far as the reviews are concerned; hut fully agree with you that if
it eventually wins the public, the sentence of the reviews natters not a rush.”

The next occupant of the 'Legation’ was the family of George Riggs who
lived there while his own house was being built nearby.

In 1853 the property was sold to Mias Sarah H. Coleman of Pennsylvania for
$30,000, A few months later her sister and brother-in-law. Colonel and Mrs,
William Grigsby Freeman, purchased half of the property and they and their
family have since o*vned and occupied the mansion. Colonel Freeman had a dis-
tinguished military career. Shortly after they took possession they made some
minor changes, adding the Mansard roof, removing the vvall, making the cellar
into a basement and giving the whole exterior a brown stone finish. It is of
Miss Coleman the following story is told:

W. W, Corcoran who owned almost the entire sg-uare, including the Arling-
ton Hotel then on the site of the present Veteran’s Bureau, wrote her asking
her price for her side garden, stating that he v»ished to enlarge the Arlington

Hotel. She is credited with liaving replied by asking him his price for the

Arlington Hotel as she wished to enlarge her ~rden.( 6)

Owen Meredith, Personal & Literary Letters of Robert First Earl of Lytton, pp.99-100

(6)
Colman, E. M. C. Washington Star, February 24, 1924. Residence of Matthews St. Clair-
Clarke, The House of Two Treaties.



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 190 of 313
HOUSE~feANDIfIG ON JACKSON PMOE - LAF< SQUARE

NUMBER 22 JACKSON PLACE
Tenj”™orery Tlhite Hons#

Ininiediately eonth of Decatur Maneion, nuniber 22 Jackson Place, Is a house of
distinguished association, A handsone and coianodious residence of hricsk, it was
first the hoBse of William L. Marcy Kdxile Secretary of War in the cabinet of Jazces
K, Polk, Later occupants were Representatire Truman Newberry of Michigan and
Jaiues G. Blaine, Sr/A~ Then William L. Scott, wealthy business man of Erie, Pennsyl-
vanlB, and meniber of Coi”ress from that state purchased it for his residence. At
his death it was inherited by his daughter, Mrs, Richard Townsend, She enlarged
and la®roved the house, adding a dining room, at the time considered one of the
finest of any in the city*s notable residences. Since her mansion on Ifcssachusetts
Avenue and Twenty-third street was completed she has made it her Washington h«ne,

NbaSber 22 Jackson Place was occupledin 1902 by President Roosevelt and his
family daring the restoration of the White House, It was called the Temporary

(3)
White House,

The Woman’s City Club now occupies this hcuse as its headquarters, as it
(3)

has for some years.

(1) F. Rider, Rider’s P. 193
(2) Gist Blair, Lafayette Souare. Columbia Historical Society Records, Vol, 28

(3) F, Rider, Rider’s Washington, p. 193
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NUMBER 20 JACKSON PLACE

This house was for many years the home of Charlz)s C. Glover, President

of the Riggs Bank and active in all civil pro,}ects.

NUMBER 18 JACKSON PLACE
This was the residence of William J, Ifartagh, who in 1860, founded
the National Republican, which supported the candidacy of Abraham Lincoln.
General Frank Steelg and Smith Thcmpson, Secretary of the Navy under

Munroe, both lived there.

NUMBER 12 JACKSON PLACE
This residence ms built by Mrs. James Blair, daughter of General Thomas
Sidney Jesup of long and distinguished military service, and who served his
friend Henry Clay as second in the duel with John Randolph of Roanoke. Mrs.
Blair's husband, a member of the Wilkes ej”~edition aroxind South America, mnt

to California in 1849, The residence became the property of their daughter,
( 6)

Mrs. Violet Blair Janin.

NUMBER 10 JACKSON PLACE

The home of General Nicholus Anderson. His son, Larz Anderson, grew up in

the home on Lafayette Square. He ms United States Minister to Belgium and

)

Ashassador to Japan.

Here also lived William J. Boardman. His dau”ter. Miss Mabel Boaroknan,
succeeded Clara Barton in the Red Cross. She has been a Conmissloner of the

District of Columbia, Honorable Arthur Pus Gonuan, Senator from Maryland and
(8)

Senator Dolf of Oregon mre also residents.

/(43 Blair, Gist," Lafayette Square, Colunibia Historical Society Itecoris,Vol.28, p.164-165

5) " " " * " || n N N H
Rider, F. Rider's Washington, p. 193

\7) ~ Laf”ette Square, Coluimbia R R R " P 162
(3) HU n n h W R R R ' rﬁ
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NUMBEH 8 JACKSON PLACE

Number 8 Jackson Place was the residence of Colonel Henry R. Eathbone, one of
President Lincoln's aides at the time of the assassination. Colonel Eathhone with
his fiancee Mias Harris, daa”™ter of Senator Harris of New York, accoirgpaniod the
Presidential party to the Eord's Theatre on the evening of April 14, 1865. Ihon

Booth fired the fatal shot at the President’'s bead, he also hell a knife or dagger
and as Colonel Eathbone sprang at him wounded him in the left » and itmiediately
vaulted over the box railing on to the stage and escaped. As he jumped he caught
his spur in the flag and a tom bit trailed on it. Ho injured his leg, a fact
which led to his capture. After the death of the President, Colonel Eathbone's
mind became affectedfg)

NUMBER 6 JACKSON PLACE
Tirst the home of Colonel William H, Phillip, it was the residence of Washington
McLean, the editor and founder of the Cincinnati Eaiuirer, His son John E, McLean
succeeded him in his newspaper ovaiership, John E, McLean long resided in Washington,
He married Miss Emily Beale, whose family had purchased Decatur House at about the
close of the Civil War, Mr, McLean was for a long time the ovwier and publisher also
of the Washington Post, He bou”t the estate of Friendship for his country homo.
ThitU recentHoglis son Edward B. McLean continued the ownership of his father in 1)
both papers. It also became the hcBte of Mrs. Green, dau”ter of Admiral Dalhgren.
NUMBER 4 JACKSON PLACE
Number 4 Jackson Place was long owned and occupied by Franklin A. Didc, a well
known lawyer and the partner of Montgomery Blair. General Clarence Ed\«rds, in charge
of hisular Bureau of the United States and a Commander of the American Legion, Major
General, and General in charge of the 26th Division of the American Army in the World

(9) Blair, Gist,"Lafayette Square, Columbia Historical Society. Vol. 28, p. 161-162
It - It

(10) it n « It It 162-163

(11) Elder, F, Eider’s Washingfon, p. 194 ! !
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t War realdad there”™aad-1""he Carnegie Foundation for International Peace ovms and
(12)
uses this and two othar houses on this square.

NUMBER 2, corner PMNSYLVANIA AVENUE AND JACKSON PLACE
This property was purchased for a permanent residence hy Dr. Peter Parker,
physician, Preshyterian missionary to China, sdio has heen called the founder of
medical missions in China. He also organized hospitals. Because of his excep-
tional qualities and his knowledge of the language he was draw n into the diplo-
matic service. In 1844 served as one of the secretaries to Caleb Cushing in the

negotiation of the first treaty between the United States and China. " Became

secretary to American Legation in 1845, served as Charge' (W Affaires and in 1855

was made American Minister in which capacity he served for two years, when he

returned to America and made his home in Kiashington until his death in 1888.
The Bureau of Pan American Republics had mads this house their headauarters

and they continued after his death(%gd hj)ntil their owi handsome building on

17th street was completed in 1908.
This building is now or(|%5§)f the Carnegie group under the Carnegie Ehdow-

ment for International Peace.

12
Ia)ir, Olst, Lafayette Square, Col™bia Historical Society Records, Vol.28, p. 163

(13) Tayloe, In Memoriam. p. 164
84; Dietionary American Bio%raphy, Vol. 14 pp. 234-235 ]
s) Blair, Gist, Lafayette Square, Coluaibia Historical Society Records, Vol. 28
pp. 141-142-143-144
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VI EN
FAMCmS HOIJSES OF LAFAYETTE SQUARE THAT HAVE~EEN DEMOLISHED

It is interesting to recall the location of the houses of the notable people
who made their homes on Lafayette S(iuaxe and sAio helped to make its history* With

their passing, the character of the Square has changed. Progress insisting upon nm

rf

buildings has caused the raxing of many places vAiose history and fame have become
interwoven with the life of the city.

Beginniog with the Arlington Hotel, whidi was rased in 1913 for the erection of
the Arlington Building later utilized for the Veterans Bureau, more old houses have
been removed than are left to contribute to thf picturesque park. The Arlington
Hotel, cosgpleted in 1869, covered ground on which the houses of three notable states-
men as Heverdy Johnson, Lewis Cass, and William D. Marcy had been built* When the
H street addition was made in 1890, the houses of Charles Sumner and Smator Pomeroy
were combined with the hotel. For many years, in fact until its closing, the Arli™-
ton was unrivalled among Washington Hotels in its succession of celebrated guests.

The large handsome red brick residence which stood on the northwest comer of

H and 16th street was the home of John Hay, Wuthor, ambassador and Secretary of
State under McKinley and Theodore Hoosevelt. John Hay is honored for his astute
statesmanship, admired for his staunch integrity, and loved for his human verses,
particularly the County Ballad, of vdilch Tiittle Breeches” and Mim Bludso”
are the best known. H&'g) residence was built in 1884-1885 as was that of Henry

Adams next door to him and throughout his life it was the gathering place of world
celebrities and Washington's intelligentsia so long as he lived there.

Next door to it, at 1605 H street was the sla”™~e but elegant home of Henry
Adams, an cmtstunAina historian and one of the four arandsons .T™hn Q-ninev
(1) Hider, F. , Eider's Washington, pp, 189-190

(2) Trent, William P,, H/gtcry of American Literature. Vol, 111, pw 63
(3) OCfice of Buildings Permits - July 12, 1884

(4) Eider, F. Eider's Washington, p. 191

A Al
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Mr, Adams, according to Washington gossip, frequently used to say that his front
door nas often mistaken for the servants* entrance to John Hay's hoiise. Soring
the residence of the Hay and Adams families, a connecting door ms cut between the
two houses which facilitated their coi™“genial association, that so many tiices in-

cluded President McKinley and more often President Roosevelt.

After his wife's tragic death in 1885, leaving him to occupy the new house
alone and to adjust his life as he could, he went abroad and spent some time in
Japan. There he got the idea for his wife's meenorial which he eonmissioned St.
Gaudens to execute in bronze. This outstanding work of art was completed and
placed at her grave in Rock Creek Cemetery five years later. In replying to the
query of a friend relative to the mystery of its meaning Henry Adems wrote under
date of October 14, 1896: "The whole meaning and feeling of the figure is unlver-
sality and anozgrmity. Ify name for it is The Peace of God."(s)

Both the Bay and ,%gglms houses were purchased for the recently erected Hay-
Adams Hotel Apartment.

At 1607 H street next to Adams house was the location of another house, famous
for its occupancy by noted people. This ssas a large square cream colored brick
building of three stories, erected and occupied by Commodore Richard Stockton.

It was purchased by Thomas Ritchie, President Polk’'s anti'Blair editor. The next
tenant was Senator John Slidell firom Louisiana, who gained great notoriety in the
Mason-Slidell episode. Then came Gideon Welles, Seotfetary of the Navy throughout
the Lincoln and Johnson administrations. © It was here that he was notified of
President Lincoln’s assassination. Daniel Lament, Secretary of War in Grover
Cleveland’'s cabinet, brought a charming hostess and a young family to enliven the
house. Russell Alger was the next tenant, end after his departure it was used as

a girls' school. The last occupant was the American Association of TMiversity Womeg?
(5) Dictionary American Biography, Volume | pp. 65

(6) Rider, P. Rider's Washington, p. 191

C7Z7~>~SIN\1rnrd « << <<
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Mach regret nae expressed when the handsome Corcoran House was listed for de-
struction, also to make room for the United States Chan3)er of Commerce* This house
which stood on the comer of H street and Connecticut Awenue, was razed in 1922.

It was within a year of teing one hundred years old, for it was huilt hy Thomas

Swann of Alexandri?iogather of (xoremor Swann of Maryland in 1822, then U. S.

District Attorney. Corcoran House had many very distinguished tenants.

Baron Krudsner, the Bussian Minister, was the first, then came Aaron Vale, Assis-

tant Secretary of State in Van Buren's regime. Next came Daniel Webster, Secretary

of State under Harrison and Tyler, 1841-43, for whom it was purchased as a gift. an)
lived there and entertained in lavish fashion and negotiated tbs treaty with Ashhurtoi.
After his resignation of this hi™ office, Webster found himself unable to keep up

so large an establishooent and therefore sold the placets William W. Corcoran, the
millionaire banker vdio founded Corcoran Art Gallery and gave the Louise Home to the
City and Oak Hill Cemetery to Georgetown. Mr. Corcoran's syn™athies were so out-
spokenly Southern at the outbreak of the Civil Whr that he incurred the displeasure

of the government; so he exiled himself in Europe. Anticipating the cozifiscation

of his property, Mr. Corcoran leased his home to lhe French Minister, the Marquis

de Ifontholon, and during his residence the hospitality lavish and the ezv*
tortalnments unequalled previously for their brilliance, After B4r, Corcoran's
death the bouse was occupied successively by Senator Calvin S. Brice of Ohio,
Senator Chauncey DePew and William Cdreoran Eustis. Ifeny of Mr. Corcoran's paint-

(13)
ings,’and woxks of art were placed in the Corcoran Art Gallery,

On the northwest comer of H street and Conxiecticut Avenue stood the home
built by Rear Admiral Shubrilck who served on the **Constitution™ and until 1874

(10) Blair, G. Lafayette Square. Colxntibia Historical Society Records, Vol. 28, p.I59
(11) Tayloe, In Memoriam. p. 174
(12) Lodcood, Mw?7. Htm... to Wa.hl.”™.n

(13) Blair, G, Lafayette Square, Colunhia Historical Society Records, Vol. 28, p. 161
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headed the Light House Board. His descendants claim he paid twenty-eight cents

per foot for the ground. The property descended through his daughter to his
granddaughter, Mrs. Thomas F. Bayard, widow of Senator Bayard of Delaware, Secretary
of State in the Cleveland Administration, This house was recently demolished to
give way to a parking site.

The northeast comer of Pennsylvania Avenue and Madison Place idiere the
Treasury Annex now stands was the site of the home of Dr. Thomas S, Gunnell, a popular
dentist. He built a large rambling house in 1836 with an »L» and laid out a
and beautiful garden idiich covered the lot along Pennsylvania Avenue which it faced.
He was living there when he received a call to the Hhite House. Supposing he was
needed professionally, he picked up his dentistry box and hastened to obey Presi-
dent Van Suren’s message and was much surprised at being offered the Postmaster-

(16)
ship of Washington City.

After Dr. Gunnell's death, Samuel D. Hubbard, Postmaster General under “he""
Fillmore Administration and lieutenant Lafayette Maynard, U.S.H., resided there.

An of the houses had large gardens. Land was abundant and not high in
price. It is most interesting to note that the entire square, number 223 bounded
by 14th, 15th, and G streets and New York Aveme” in a trustees sale was purchased
by the Bank of the United States for |1,631.25.

Belasco Theatre occupies the site of a house rich in historical associations.
The sidewall of the theatre carries a marker relating some of its histoiy. It was
built Commodore Rodgers who had lived in Washington since the war and had pre-
ferred Greenleaf’s Foint as a place of residence, living on P street, S\W. be-
tween 4| and 6th streets at the time his house on Lafayette Square was under con-
struction. The mansion had twenty four rooms. He did not live there. The ground
once belonged to Heniy Clay. He convs7ed i1t to Commodore Rodgers in exchange
(14) Blair, Gist LafayetEe Square. Columbia Historical Society Hecords, Vol,XXVIll,p,

(a5) " “ n « 2 « Vol.28—.165 161
(16) Taylor, B.O. In Memoriam, p, 178

é_l?; Rider, F. Rider!g WastigitQB> p. 187
is) Taylo®i, In Memoriam. p. 76
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(19)
for an imported jackass.

Following the death of Commodore Rodgers, his house became the home of
Roger B, Tanqy, idiile Secretary of the Treasury, 1833, and then of James K, Pauld-
ing, Secretary of the Navy in 1838. After this it was a fashionable boarding house
with many distinguished guests. Its next occupant was the very exclusive Washington
Club. To it belonged the official and social people of consequence. Both Phillip
Barton Kqy and Daniel Sickles were members. After 1859, the house was modernized
and occupied by William H. Seward, iriiile Secretary of State under President Lincoln,
and it was here, on the night of April 14, 1865, that Seward, then critically ill
as the result of a runaway accident, was attacked and badly injured by Lewis Payne,
one of the Mncoln conspirators.

The Rodgers Hoxise was next occupied by General and Mrs. Belknap. After their
departure it was government headquarters for the comnissionary department, until
purchased ty James G. Blaine who died there June 30, 1893.

The Lafayette Square Opera House was erected on the site and opened Septerzn(t))er
30, 1895. This theatre was succeeded by the Belasco Theatre erected in 1902.

On the opposite side of Lafayette Square some of the original houses have been
destroyed to make place for business buildings.

No. 14 Jackson Place. This is one of the notable residences of Jackson
Place that has fallen before the march of progress, having been razed to give place

to a new office building. This house ranked in age with the Dolly Madison house

Jii
as it was built before 183(3 by Dr. Thomas Ewell, a naval surgeon assigned to duty
at Washington. In 1607 he married Elizabeth Stoddert, daughter of Benjamin
Stoddert, an original proprietor of land in the District of Ckiluaibia and the first

secretary of the American Navy. They lived at the Stoddert house in Creorgetown

(iP)Rider, F. Rider’s Washington, p. 187
(29) " " " " 187-188
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until this house isas ready for their occupancy. Dr. [Jweli *r«signed from the

navy soon after his father-in-law*s d.eath and administered the Stoddert estate.
He invented a nethod of making gun powder hy rolling”™ considered safer than the
method hy pounding.

Dr, Ewell was a man of hi” professional attainment. His son was the

6onfederate General, Benjamin Stoddert Ewell,
This residence on Jackson Place vtas originally a two storied stuccoed

house painted shite with green hlinds and a high flight of steps from the
street. Under later owners it was considerably enlarged. Ewell house was
leased for about twenty years, chiefly to cabinet members, among them, three
Secretaries of the Navy, Smith Thompson, until 1823; Samuel Southard 1823-31; Levi
Woodbury 1831-34; Senator William C. Hives of Virginia, grandfather of Melie Hives
Chanler, the novelist, nekt made this house his home. He was followed by Dr.
Harris of the Navy. It was purchased by a purser in the navy named Stockton and
on his death by Daniel E. Sickles, representative from New York, prior to the
Civil Whr. The Intrigue of Mrs. Sickles and the brilliant district attorney,

N Phillip Barton Key endbd'in the Killing of Key by Mr, Sickles, gave the house Its

greatest notoriety.

When Schuyler Colfax was Speaker of the House, 1863-69, he lived at No. 14
(22)
Jackson Place. He was elected Vice President to Ulysses S. Grant, 1869-1873.

Other occupants of No. 14 Jackson Place wore the Woman's Congressional Union md
the Home Club.
(21) Dictionary American Biography Vol. V, pp. 230-231

t (22) Dlstionary American Biography, Vol, 1V, pp. 297-298
N (23) Hider, F. Inlder*s Washington. p. 193

(28)
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No. 16 Jackson Place, which stood on the north side of the alley, has
shared the sane fate of the Sidd.es honse - destruction H and replacement hy
A handsome office *building,

It was for many years the home of Major General J, G. Paike™-of* forty
years vf ectlve and distinguished military engineer corps ter-tbe aer”rioe,
before, during and after the Civil War. Bridges and boundary lines sent him
into far places and his gallantry on the field of battle brought him honors and

proBDSttions. His long service also embraced the Superintendency of the lhiited
States Military Academy in 1887. In 1889 he was retired at his own request as

(24)
he desired to enter the field of business.

(24) Dietioxrary American Biography Vol. XI7, pp. 21:1-212
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CLARK
THE MATTHE™ ST. CLAIMHOUSE - LATER CALLED THE TREATY HOUSE

None of the houses facing upon Lafayette Sqgxiare has greater claim to dis-
tinction than Noidser 1525-H Street, the lax”e square double brovm stone mansion
of three stories and a mansard roof between the Veteran's Bureau and St,

John's Church,

The earliest mention of this site, which was part of the old Peirce estate,
is found In the archives of 1792 when it came in the allotment of government
property, according to the provisions in the agreement with the original pro-
prietors, In 1793 it became the property of John Tengoleman for the considbration

of 100 pounds, current money of Maryland and during the next twenty years it

passed throu” several successive ownerships, to be sold in 1813 for $116, be-
cause of delinquent taxes which for two years amounted to $9,16. This lot was
sold several times between the tax sale and its purchase by liatthew St. Clair
Clarke, Clerk of the House of Representatives for $2,434, Mr. Clark erected
the present building about 1324 and it was then one of the finest houses in the
city. Originally a dull brown brick of three stories and cellar with a flat
roof, it was enclosed by a brick wall with iron railings in the front. The
house has high ceilings, four large rooms to a floor. A broad hall in the cen-
ter adds to the spaciousness. The mahogany doors and beautiful wood,vork staoj)
its age for it is such as the early generations put into their houses. Mr,
Clarke secured the best materials and also the most skilled mechanics. He pat-
terned his house after the Slidell lvlansion of the next Square, demolished several

years ago. Clarke had also planned to duplicate the handsome portico of the

Slidell House which had cost $5,000, but ~diile his house was in building, he

lost $200,000 in speciilation and was therefore unable to have the beautiful marble

(1)
columned portico added to his completed house.
(D) Rider, F.- Rider'yraahihgtbn;. 1
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ror a time, ons half of the Mansion was leased to Joseph Gales, one of
V the editors of the National Intelligencer. Then John Nelson of Maryland,

Attorney General in President Tyler's adndnistration, made it his residence.
His popular wife drew a constantly increasing throng to the stately icansion
to dance the minuet and play loo. The house reached the peak of its icpor-
tance when Lord Ashburton selected it as his residence vdien, in 1842, he came
to settle the Northeastern Boundary dispute,

A strong friendship already existed between Lord Ashburton and Daniel
Webster, then Secretary of State and living on the next sciuare in the Swaim

house presented to him by his New England admirers and which v/as called the

) ) o the father of,
Swann Mansion as it had been built in 1821, by/Govemor Swann of Maryland.

Daniel Webstar, thereupon made all arrangements for the comfort of the English
diplomat with whom he ..as to confer and eventually settle the perplexing bound-
ary. He arranged for a lease of the Clarke house for a period of ten months

to the English Minister for the sum of $12,000, -"ith an extra thousand for

any damage. The Clarke house was so perfectly suited even to the stables,

that Mr. Webster had little trouble having it all in order "vhen Lord Ashburton
arrived with three secretaries, five servants, horses, carriages and quantities
of luggage. Webster was on hand to greet him and had so thorou”y anticipated
every need as to have an excellent dinner ready to serve. The pleasant re-
lations between the two statesmen facilitated their negotiations, much of which
was done at the banquets which each gave hi honor of the other, at vdiich each
tried to out do the other in the lavishness of cuisine. The Boundary ms
settled by coaopromise in 1842, the boundary being place! .diere it is now. How-

ever both diplomats were severely orltioi3ed,{'2 j

(2) Rider, F. Rider's Washington.-d. 191
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THE LITTLE WHITE HOUSE

Of the very fev» centxury old houses that resiain on Lafayette Square, one of the
most notable is No. 21 Madison Place, erected by Benjamin Ogle Tayloe in 1828.
He WiB a eon of Colonel John Tayloe, builder of the Octagon House. For forty years
it was occupied mostly by its gonial ovmor, uriic was host to many celebrities visit-
ing Washington daring that period. Because of his extensive foreign travels he
has been called the most distinguished of our early diplomats. His great wealth
enabled him to indulge a cultured and discriminating taste in artistic furnishings
for his home vdiich becazoe famous for its rare and valuable portraitSy omaioents
and furniture. His library was as exceptional as the art collection. Here, Presi-
dent William Henry Harrison paid his last visit to any private house. On I&r.
Tayloe*s death in 1866 his art treasures and antiques were placed on %xhibition for
a time at Corcoran Art Gallery before they were taken to Troy, N. Y.( :

Li the years that followed Tayloe Mansion attained added distinction through

its many Is™ortant residents.

To this house Phillip Barton Key was carried to die within a few mimtes
after he had been shot by General Daniel Sickles as he was leaving the Washington
Club, then located on the present site of Belasco Theatre,

Senator Don Cameron of Pennsylvania purchased it in 1677, making coi>*
siderable alterations in the interior, such as moving the staircase from the
center to the northernmost end and the dining room from the second floor to the
first. The stairway with its handsome mahogany rail had been somewhat steep and
was crajgped by the coat room, in the original plan. On the first floor the
breakfast room, with its huge fireplace, the gathering place for many celebrities
through the years, still held its original place. The library is to the left of
the stairway. With the Caamvens began the political associations which grew in

(1) P. Eider, Rider«s Washington, pp. 188-189
(2) Gist Blair, Lafayette Square. Colunibia Historical Society Records, Vol. 28,

pp. 146-147
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~sn the CoBBslaaionars dacidad to laval off the ground and otherwise Improve
the Square, the graves were opened and their contents removed and re-interred in
the Holmead Burial around, near the Boundary. Christian Hines took charge of the

(3)

re-interment for the family.
After Pennsylvania Avenue was cut through dividing the grounds Thomas

Jefferson considered the park of the Mansion too large and therefore had land
cut from both ends on the lines now marked hy Jackson and Madison places. The park
remained destitute of trees and a neglected common used as a parade ground for
the militia untU  ter the war of 1813.
J__ ST. JOHN'S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The first gilding after the President*# House to he erected fronting the
Park was St. John*s Episcopal Church in 1316 on the corner of 16th and H streets.
This is the second oldest church of that denomination within the original boun-
daries of the city of ffashington. It was designed by Latrobe, one of the archi-
tects of the Capitol and its comer stone was laid with Masonic ceremonies in
1815. It was erected in the form of a Greek cross with beautifully proportioned
transepts having hassive pillars at the intersections from which sprang the eupalo
and lantern. A graceful circralar gallery with a quaint railing surrounded the
body of the church u]”™eld by appropriate columns.

The aisles were paved with bricks and the pews were commodious axid high

hackad, some being square. The four largest were of irregular shape, curved
on the one side and placed at the extremities of the principal aisle.

A cosnunion table was placed within the chancel, above which a wine glass
pulpit was reached hy a li“™t spiral staircase. This was supported hy slender
legs which terminated with wheels on casters, that worked on the floor in metal
grooves, the object of which was to allow the positlou of the pulpit to he
changed if desired.

(3) Hines, Christian, larlv Recollections of Washington, p. 3
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The first Rector of St. John's was Reverend William H. Wilmer of Alexandria,
grandfather of the famofas occdist. He ma elected Novenber 5, 1816, The Reverend
Dr, Hawley succeeded him in 1817 and continued his pastorate tmtil his death in
1845. Dr, Hawley until his ctoath clung to the old fashioned small clothes and
buckles, long stockings and a black silk gown. He also wre white bands and
the old shovelhat and black gloves with one finger of the right hand split to
facilitate turning the pages of his sermon.

The wineglass pulpit was known to mo've itself at times without reason or
warning. T”on one occasion a Bishop Ravenscroft was addressing a distinguished
congregation when suddenly he felt the pulpit gliding away beneath him. Ihrther
and faster it moved toward the side of the church. He stopped preaching, became
greatly agitated, especially as he noted the expressions of anxiety and conster-
nation on the faces of his audience. L—Ielpless and out of countenance, he suddenly
stopped with a bump against the Wall.( )

St. John's quaint pews were purchased and title to them was transferred,
inherited, or willed. One pew was placed at the disposal of the President of the
tbiited States. Because of the frequent attendance of our Chief Executives,
statesmen, diplomats and notable officials it has long been called The Court Chuich™
or Church of the Presidents, Among the heads of the nation who have worshipped
at St, John's were Presidents James Madison, James Monroe, who presented its bell,
John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Martin Van Buren, John Tyler, Millard Fillmore
and Charles A. Arthur. A handsome memorial window was presented to the church
by President Arthur in menmry of his wife.

This unpretentious little church has been altered a nuniber of times. Four
years after its cospletion it had to been enlarged, and this time in the form

of a Latin cross. Zn 1842 the old style pews were removed. Again in the eighties

(4) Hagner, Justice Alexander B,, History and Reminiscences of St. John's
Columbia Historical Society Records, Vol, 12, page 20.
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more changes wers introdiicdd and In 1919 it twas given a eosplete restoration
daring n™ich™ some of the original features have heen restored. The last re-
modelling of the church hrou”™t an enlargement of the Chapel, the addition of
a Chancery, increasing the seating capacity to 780. Twenty seven handsome
memorial windo>vs adorn the huilding.

St. John’s has received many notable gifts. At an early period, John Tayloe
presented to it a nassive service of silver that had belonged to the old diarch

®)

at Lunenborg, Va.

One of the most interesting of St, John’s treasures is a solid gold com-
munion chalice encrusted with Jewels, and valued at ten thousand dollars. It
was made of the rings, brooches and other pieces of jewellery given by the late
Jucage Bancroft David to his wife during his life. Mrs. Davis willed her Jewel
collection to St. John’s for this purpose. The chalice is ten inches high and
iIs studded with sixty-one diamonds, six rabies and a sapphire. On the face of
the cup is a diamond cross, the central stone of shich is from her engagement
ring. Becagse of its great value the cup is only used on special and solemn
occasions.( )

The completion of St. John’s Church seemed to concentrate the attention of
wealthy residents and high officials upon the advantages of a proximity to the
President’'s House and residential sites were purchased and the erection of homes
began which was to make Lafj™ette Square and vicinity the ’court circle’ of the
new capital city. Within two decades the four squares fronting on the park were
built up solidly with handsome residences. Then owners became and continued for
fifty years to bo the arbiters of the high, low and middle Justice in politics, as
well as in the social destiny of the succeeding administrations and their personnel.
(16) Hagner, Justice Alexander B. History and Reminiscences of St. Johr)’*

Colunbla Historical Society Records, Vol, 12, pp.
(5) Hational Intolllgoncer Nov. 7, 1876.
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It is Interesting to note that the first four houses to he erected on
Lafarette Square have survived the vicissitudes of time and accident and re-
main in their centenarian dignity the visible proofs of the aristocratic
and architectural superiority of Washington's first -court circle.- They
and all of the contenporary homes of the city that claim a century in age, of
i»hich now so few remain,- remeniscent of a vaniiied age - a rosary of dis-
tinctive memories of the <iuaint, little city of high hopes, great pretentions
and wholly inadequate realities through its first century, yet withal of a
charm never to be forgotten or recaptured in all of its later fon»l splendor.
These four residences, with a brief history follow herewith In the order of

their erection: Decatur Ifension, Madison House (now Cosmos Club), 1525 H

street; Ashburton House, and "The Little White House.-
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LI 1

tmmi BOUSE m iMmrru s<3FAIm

Ht apot is wathisfiim has nor* Mstarloal wiiociaUona than latigr-
fttts Sgs«r». At its southarn maA ttasds tIM White iKnoe, re»ld«Ro« of
erdvy Pjniaid«Bt hut Oeos™ 'iSMitlaftcn, and fo<ad podnt of Amrictm poli-
tical Ufa* In the hmsaa that \svm exxraaadtA tha ativiaxa, soeb of
Aiaario«s tdatoxT haa baas aaida* Aoraaa tha agiaara liaalf dnriiie tha
Xaat emtwyj a <iaartar have paaaod the great politio»l Icatfera of tit#
United Stataa and aassr of ita firtnoipal flcwrea is intallaeteal and art-
iatio life, mtt lafasretta Sgmrm ia iaportert not only hmmm of ita
conation ai” sattara of naUanal aigslfioanoe} it alee haa a partion-
lar Intarwit to i™aahlngtcnima for it «aa lof™ tha canter of tr« aoeial
Ufa of tha city «ad the aoase ©f Irilliant Utaraiy and diplca»tic
lath«rinfd«

Today™ with the ax”ticn of Ut« «ldtm*a Clemreh and poesibly of tJiO
Dolly Madiaon Bouao, la<Nitur Kooaa ia tha Oldaat atroctura ad”<Mmt to
the agitara and ot™ of a handful of aurrlvinj® team hov»aa of early »«ai®
ingtos. tiien™ ia 1518« Ganaadaw Sto|diis Caocatnr™ tha Aaarlean naml
hero of the period™ pur”~aiaad tha tract of land an which the houea ataada”
lafiyatta Satoare «m atm a traalaaa tmtsm, uaad for graaisg oaiUa and
aa a drilling groisid for tha local adlitia* At ita iWMitaati aa*la an oral*
ahi“pM raaa eooraa aatradine to £0th ttreot had baas laid out about ViH",
moA for aoee years horaa recaa had l««n hald liiera. Later tha n»a track
la aaid to have bn replaaad by a sarloet.

) ihas tiaoatar b n the creetios of hia houaa at tlw comer of K
Street and BadlaeQ naotf the BoUy Kadiaoe IksuBe® mw oeesqd”™ by tha
Coeaoa Club, «m about to l« built ly Hiohard Cutta, LoUy*a brolhar-in*
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%m. tw yarB pwioiidy, u™~Um mA B St«wt», St. Cfewwto, » ?'

tw»d “th* GtercB", \mmm %m prwiaiat* hmm
wariMpiNM) thtrtt, tad B(wm wFoctwl la team of « Otook Croas# oftar
U« iQaas of Bintjiiiln fi. Utarobo, our firat pi*ofot»taiM| artdxitooi.
B 1 owapt for tt* Whito Boofo, tBooo tbt acOy airootsa”™ aractod
OR Ufa”tta D"aara bafora tba Dada”™ Bouaa.

Siib tt» aB?0a l\«jda (terlrad fTo« tba frlaa mamy I» bad otrtalnad
ift tha ooafUata aitb tha Baibarjr ptoataa, r«oat«r awiaoyad tba
Isadlng arohitaat of tha day, to daolgn Ma raaldOBoa* lotroba, a pio-
mar of ttm Crmk rwvUal In ttHa eoant*y, waa alao an aoooi*?ISj*ad ao-
glneer. m had aoparrSaad tha araeUoa of tha original aoirth ring of
Uxs Oapiiil, tha dradi“ng of tti Bma“aadmnm Canal, and "U» oonatruotlen
of tha wtar aTotaai of lldladiilsdkla. Be «aa plaaad In eharga of
tha ralnllding of the Ci~tol aftKr Ita interior had baan daatraQpad bpr
tha itlah in IfiU. Tin «>lai”*ld aoBicsArotilar dsaobara of tha Houta
mi tha Sanata, nor Statnary and tha old Sagmm Court rooo, aara
produttta of Imtraba’a aoparriaiOR.

In Daaatur Bouaa la a portfolio of tha drwilnga of latroba for tha
building and alaaabMra wmh of bla oorraapandwaot with loeatur aanriwaa.
fvm thaaa wt know that tfea lattar daalrod tha houaa to ba "atardy aa a
ahlpw is oonatructlon and of groat aiapliolty of daalfn. »ith both of
thaaa raquirwaanta latroba oaa in thorough aaeord. Only tha baat wkUk
rlala wara oaad and tho flna oondiUen of tha atruotara attaata tho ax»-
cOllama of the cmftaaanahip. Slo|iliolty and urbaaily wara tha donl»-
ant qualities of Utr«d)O»a dwlgno, and both of thoao are raflactad in
Baoatur Home. It la in facadoa of thia type that sdnor ohangta sake

tho groatoot dIfforonco and ttila la clearly Uluatrated ljora. Tim brick-
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MA }»e toned doemi to « eoXor end tho iris tm been pidziied dasrte;
oomoquanU”j mioh ~ the hmi” at UAavba*a dMlgn ie otseared™ tmt ocOj
* eleiiteiiie light pOnt art nttdtd to farlhg htdl ti« origifial
to this tplmdld taam&a* mxa a»d floe fttiirtt of tht traai

art iron poreh rails and lasip standarda* <™ aid# and rear
tittaiioai art einpla ir*d are larftV tmohangad* Orot”sd aroond tha garw
dan are tha erlflnal aarvanta* qoartars™ atailta and earrlaee houaaa*

the latanar of the luaaat la interesting berth for ite original fin-
ish and for its sld-ninataanth emtvry daeomtlew* Qt the fomer tbert
raeaine a vei7 haautlful emlAad antranoa hall» a fina atalrcaae and a
diatingttiabad auita of dmdi”* roeaa on %ho aaacnd floor* the doers are
oapeoiallj noiahla jdseaa of araftaaanahip”™ thoaa on tha lo«wp atair
hall being built to aonfosa ta the oorva of the m”I*

la the addHaineteaaih oentmy a»oh at the trim wee "aniTed in
lower roam and lehila theae eMiangea ara not entirely in hwneoeor
the original daaign of the building they are interastinir ae alkming the
eontisadty of the aoaiaX Mstorjr of tha home* The floor of the ball-
rooea is larSbabl® am of tha eioat alabamte of the poat-CITIl War period.
Xt is caeioeed at U,<Xti jdaocaa of CaUferoia eooda laid In pattema elth
a c«iter aadallion of eari”oolored wood, of a aeated fecnla flgnrei apehol-
izing California* Xaeatnr liwuae eaQr ta mixm is “aabington In beii®
lit B(™y hy gsa, oeadlas and oil leeqaa* It poeeaaaw aareral fine
egryatal ohandaliera atill saad with pm 1™«

The prloeXeaa oMorabilia o<mtained in the hcmsa glee it a flavor
fea others poeeeaa* In addition there ia eneh fine Amiiture inoludi®™

ama unrivaled i”lotorian piaoea almoet aurtiijr Iy Belter of Orleane,
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one of greatMt MMrloan ~Imteailem* ij”hiteotorsllj epoakiisg™
DMMitsr BmuM> is of grt»t iopaortsxico™ not ss ol™oet tlie solo seiv
viror of t»» grsfti b<«sos ei mrCty Wiitoftor., Imt so Ujs emly dwtlUae
dosl”™nod by latrolio billtvoa to oorvioo*

'y Iniorestlf” as i)oi»t«r ftooso is «rdblt™»tnnil™« It is also intir-
estiste historloolly™ boonao of U locAUmM m historio Lafiiyotto Smf
and also boosose of tho fasboioi mm sdLtb vIiQs it bos been id«rttifisd« Ths
oaas» of stspbott fisMtmr stands is ths fCMrefront of Aasriesn naval “wroes*
F>is hi# elraraotori vimsing parsonality ard eourocaoos socplolte havs sods
hla a famrits flftErtvdthgerBratk)ris Of To his snra thut
am alas m» dm tha s«d[»jii*Btiae of <™ BartMufy pimtMi afti0 for yean
bed ja*ayad on iiasrloan aldypptoc and loeolved trilKstt frm United
Statas ovsrnaast« Bia istn«ddity and iddU in sadlii” into ths “avbor
of Tripoli and barnls” tho frifato PtiUadaliMa idd# had fallMi into
TnpcOitan hands wmi9 gnet as to eanoo lson, ttm groat mUsb naviCl
Imrop to oill Um aogiied.t «tfas akwt b<” and daring aet of tbs ago*"
Othsr foata of daidd.nf Uador”p eabanoed the fano of imter and
aado bia tho most diotlngaipliad fignro gf tha eonfliot i*ith Tripoli.
Durinf ths lar of AUt tgcaiiar, tgr idkillM. ManoowIng” eaptorod tho
British frigato Haocdonlan. of oo” sos>erlar otronith* folloslnir tho
dose of the iMr ha aipin fought and dofsatad the Barhary piratao* lie
a«0 then aado a mmbmt of tho Board of »any CbMd4»l(»rers» ths hlgheot
offIM a nasal officNnr eodd hoM*

DtNMtiir «<nd hl« alfo, tho fosaar Staan iheoloTi bsantii”™ hollo of

JAnrfolk™ Tirginia”™ lived In oo”parativo afAsedor  thslr lafiyetto
Sqgimro hooo#« imtirtainini aottoralwly a»id being mum sou”xt after by

the hssi soela™* Dseatur aas a fararlte of Frsid*kMSt hoBroa and his
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In hi« )iaM| h» piUovd ptinUsgt and i#-»
Xatir™ to hi0 mv«X cuoHser™ at «ttU «a his troiMss of wue, lasdaltf
svordSf ant othor valuiiblo wmpoai*

On tho dhilV ~omiiie of Msrdi SZ, 1SZQ, ot th« &mlins i*round in
Biftdfinstaut# ocan*r»d s coBd«t bstiwoa Doootnr sns ~smts hsmn”
In which tha forawr was fstsHjr wsondsd* Bams” s fostssr cmwisdorw in
th# nawy had «0Ms«5sd tha Aworlosn ©hip Chasspaalai in X807 whan ths
British 1Vi~te tawapord hailsd ths Aasrlean wsssol and dsasoiisd ths rs~
tram of thm sll©i:ed dssortors* Bszron hsd rsfussd ths dsnsnd sni tho
Isopsyd hod thsnmpoo opsned d«dngr aactinsilwtt dwangis to ths hcOl
and Hf*ng of tl« ~noric”™ ship* BoHswInf; rsslstsnos wcmld onl” load
to the nsSMwro of ths er«w, had hauXad down his otdors and atav
midarad tha aUasod daaaHaro* Oourt-sarUalad In Jamaar 1008, laxron
was wiapanlad fj*o« t50 Pawtl aarvica for fiwa paaora™ for hacvine m”'Isotad
to elaar his ship for aotion* His aahaa<pi«3t efforta to obtain acUwa
swwica war® froalmtcd, Barron, regardit™ [oatnr as tJw laad”™ of a
cabal fonaad to paraaeruta hia, ediallanirad his <9po»”t to a dnal imd aa~
worol™ wooTided D*ntur in ths anoomtar* Imping, Decaitttr was eanriad to
lila hoM and pseaad am” that amiia”, ppc*>ab2y in front rooa to Urn
Isft as ons antar© tiiis htnaia through ths sain entranos on ths first floor*
Jm thouaiBid psople mem said to hava bean tn tu funeral parocacalon to
Kalorvaa, tha hona of Daoatur*a mod frisnd, tha post Joal 1"™low*

latw. Dacatxir liwed in tha houaa on ths Squara for Mrweral Ewniha
aftsr hsr husband's death* 5hs then took igsartasnta at Kalorana and
ranted Baeattar Bjuaa* Baron !”*a da flaowillo. Urn branch Klrdatsr, waa
th© first tenant* Ms waa an siteliwbIB rsprae«itatlwa of tha Fraowdi

arlotocrmcsy of ths old rsgl»s and sntartainid trmtsaaMOy', fme a short

8
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Mmp tusrli 2ts6eiA& ViJuisUr and gitmtwX in the aervioa of tht
fMU*| iamHnA in bouse* & sintim of irout® he is said to have lived
noctljr in seclusion”™ for an oocasional epleuraan dinner*

Durinc his tem as Secrstaiy of State tandor Fresidem. John Quitwy
:Aam, ltenrx Cla*r occupied the Ceeatur Uouse™ tdiiesh non ins to witness
om of its EM%t Irllllant periods, It was nseessiril”™ the center of
fcaw47> society”™ the scene of nswrous receptiocs, and the gathering
place of the leaders of those groups eager to prevent the eleotloo of
Andrew Jackson to the presldatKgr,

The next oocepust of the house item Startln Van Buren™ Cligr*e freeoea->
ear mb SmemUxy of Stale, Althcagh Von Bumsi was a bMlaOer, he entex"-
tainsd fre<iuent2y and his hoae haesaie an laportani osnter of the politi-
cal MtivitiIMi of the Ja<dc8on foUowara t”jaet there and foxvnlated
plans of aoticQ, Shers too™ Van itut» provided elaborate entertidiKnats
for the dat™ing Foggy raton” favorite of rreaident Jaokson” irlfa of £°0-
retary of ~ar Join U» faU>&, and the sublet of scandalous gossip, whldb
divided laahingtem stxdetr into tl"eee who rvoaiwsd and ti“mre who refMt
to roceivo socially* Ih the attic of ©™ bouee ain loeleauis, where
slavoe are eaid to )Ave esdwtnged eignals with the ~~te Hennw* 'lhte
Btseages were oomiyad betseeo JadcsoB md his trusted liewiraant* nwxi
Van Luren was appointed alsistdr to Oreat nritaia™ his stie”iear as See*
retexy of State, ~dW3rd Xlvingston, oame to live in Ceca”™ Hooes*

livingstOB's aanoer of living in Waehingtcm was not exeelled any-
idjors in the city# liia wife, a faao\w beaoty in early wcmanlwod, stHI
retalmd the dignity ehani and grace of heryounger ysara and was generally
recognise evan ty ~»;s aa th« leader of the fktshionable world in Wash-

ington* lor hoBMi toede on of the eharaoterlsilM of a salon* TiMre
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mt OB tomo of friendehlp both Uio ihig &ni the r«nocr&tio Xosdsni of

tho (iagr* Ihori on* mif;ht fIni sooh dli%r*tt 0s ?j«bet»r and Ccl-»
hotm, John Fjuxioli: ami JOto Hub ehara of the Ifmmt was
thorr onheoeed  liviogiitoii** bocoilful detchtwr, Coam”" a-oputed to

h«vo had adnirMO aBong aon of all aipa. Ot* ono aueh-dleouaiMd occa>
sioa Van [3xiran it taid to Im?m dvlvw her under the nistletoeV : c-

Mhan in UvingetoB «aa aadlo Kiniator to france. Sir Charloe K,
VaufhaBf “ritiah "Niniatar to tha tMtod statoa”™ ooeupied tha liiMsator
Hooao and aeda it a center of eolt*Md aooiBI** Tlion® John Oadab7| Pro-
prietor of the lhitiesal Kotali the inrineipal hotol in Waahiqgtonj lived
there ontil Me death* I'm gera alitemta iroeiiftifiBa, the oxtresBi oaien-
tatieuaneee  idch led aaa7 |0*ata to ridiohlft the«* thia
period apartaonts on iha aoceond and third £U«ra were rantadj, firai to
Joeeph Galea™ one of the oonara and aditora of the IntellI*eaBOi.
at that tine the loading Whig neirapaper in tho ooimti7, and later to Jeto
A* and JatMW G* nfleobora  the nouae of Bopraaentativea and aona
of the diaUngoiidMid F«deraliat| !'uftia King* ooersa V* Dallaai vlcno-
irealdent under PdUt, alao lived for a tine in Deoattar Booae*

Mdlat™ need the gard«i at tlo rear of his hcMm aa a slave eearlait*
It «aa protaeted fren ptdslio viaa 17 a I(Kig ono-ator” taridh boUdIna: am
the fi atreet aida* Thia btxUding m» uaad aa a xHaem of oonfinooent for
the alavea* Oeasara of msraly alavea aent then hare to be idtipped* Seigr»-
bore are aaid to have frcKjnantly “mt"Lained that the eriea of Urn impriah’
&mA TWrireea dieturbed tPielr peace#

During the jfeare 4eat before the Civil t*ar Boaell CObb| of Oeergia,
3eerataz7 of tie TreaaioT und™r Jobm t"uehoeon, lived for a time; at the

["<Mitur HOum” aa did Judaic F« bHB#mdA” Soaator froei louiaiaaa end later
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20 2 —

B/ oreitar/ of Siat# landor fh» CwtifWteart"jr* 1%Bn thi C?lid] ¥ele ect’p.
t)« Fodaral :idv«rre)ent %6amd thi tmmm and ostsllisi”*ed gamygioui oftiam
In It,

rwine an iloeo ywars tdill© tha tieeattir fiouee wa» ocmipled ly a am-
easalan of faeuraa wm/, ttm homm vcert 'bainf ecmatrita”™ al®out the r*uare
and loiters of politloal and eooial Xifo warn nakini!" their iimaa there*
Afcatt t)« itjtjare office eeditere waiting to see the Preeident were often
80 nu.-ero.;* U&t vlig referred to Jt &t 'sthe lohhf of the ildte Hcwe*»

‘The frmt» etiXl etaadin™r at 1S2S H Sirett, wm ereoted abcfoi
1®4 by I™ttheer ft, Clair Clark* Clerk «f the ~fiim of RepeoNBriatiree,
11>¢ hooee reeehiod the peak of its iB~rtanot la 104S ehnn t««id Kleaeusiffr
Bszlng AohlMia™on* Iritiah Mlaieter to the Cnited States* nade it his real»
deuce, Tltiere mdt of the ne~TOtletdane for settleeKoit of ti*o difipt; fMI
txaasftsry of !-id?w were eondtiotad. Owl of thiM» dfsoaosiene pram t)i«
I'JehatesvAehhwrton creaty* fe«»e tha nmm m maiCty to tie bcKwe,
It is said that T«oheter hlatelf avraaged for the lease of the "larlc
house to the irlilah lli»lst<Hr* and had erezy”*og fToa hore”™ and earri®
agat to Ki excellent dintwer In readlaeea for Ashturten when he Mrleed,

Om of t"ie i”ost notable old boue”™ that rsnalB on Tefayette 5<iuari
is at d |Madltoa Flsee, Itwaa ereoted in %y Benjanin Ofle Taylee*
son of Tiyloe* “niilder’ of ttv# Oetai?on Bouse, For ftnrly ywom it
was occupdrd ty its smi”l owner* who here indulfied his fondness far twim
end yeluallt portraits and ftamittore* In the Jssksen period Mr, vnA
Tiyloe Ksintaiaed the mat eplaa&M wtablis)wsr.t anong tbs 'Shif opposl-
tloni there political leadare aad risitit™' oelehrities aut at reoeptiona
probably TOoonrt orOly to Mrs, llrlJ”ater*a In olabomtsrwsis, Freeidant

lilHasi !tenry harrlsoa i”*s hie laat visit to a trlvate bensse here jtist

8
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I A VoA
A \Y
A f«tf dtigft bAfOY« hIA dAAUu
At the comer of U Sti«tt loid Cornitetleut stood the D €«w

eoren house, daeioll”™ed in 1992 to ttski my Sor the United States Chenbsr
of Coi"aerce huilding* It «ss treoted Iin ?h«BAS Smsm, a laerohssi
of j~exandrla* Cor<»a«n House had mtable tmasnts, the nest faaems of idioe
WBS Isniel lebeter, who ees this hoeee  hl» sdieimrs wiem he heeaee
£eoret«X7 0N State in [EbU.* On hit reelptatlon froe the Oebinet, imo ymam
later, seUd Urn pr”eriy to w« %, Corcoran, oilllamlre leoikBr saA
fovhKier of the Ctn-esran irt Callesy* ruriBf the Ciril ier cereegaa, feetw
ing that his pro-Southero aitileds would daen the lowth of the Cov->
erfweni on hi». Hired aosUgr in Haropi, lessinf hie hoes to the Frenoh
Hiaister to prevsnt its jieisIKUi e«mfisoatlon tgr tbs Fsdersl Gorertaswti*
To the houss at ihs eomsr <a 8 Street and ledison Fleee esae Dsilljr
KsdIMA SR the death of hmp hnidHuad® J*s hedison, in 1* ihe purchase
hgr Coc™\vees for 80,000 of the Madison pspers daeHni' with the hiNisgry of
the Constitetlonsl C«nreiitlo& of 1707 snel“tod her to pass nest of her tiee
on lafagrette Scruere tmtil her dMih in X849* One of tiMt sort lowed of the
wives of the Fresidsnts, Dolly Bsdlson, in spite of her advanoli® yeert,
was moh wstertained* In her hoes one foend such jxroedLnent irisitom as
John Sidney ~deBe, Denlel stater, Httry Mrs. Aleaeader Hasdlton,
and 'hre» sterhan reostor* It becanaa a eoswow pitteiioe to call upon Wntm
Madison on liew 7«as>*s lay and the loortli of ~uly follawin.? call# i™*on the
?reeid(MBI*  During the Between the ftataa the hcross ms used as
hesdgi®urtars of the kmy of Fotoasa, Gmeral Caorge £¢ McClellan

ooeupying it for sons laocrths*

no
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AVAVARC

AkMit mi Ob—mm» Btitm, «M «f tto aest
wfal amMM af tte paviaA af tka WV aitti tSrlyaU aaA tka lav
af lait, lam a fiaa vaaliaMa as iIM alia af tfea Balaaaa fkaataa.
la la aaU %a iMia aaa tka laal aa akm ka kalXt aa a naall af
a aagav aada aUk tmarj Claar 4avia« a fafesar mmi day, tta aaa«r
af ika laal» ataicSag It afaiaat a pala aalaa* fallaaiag Boicani*
1

«aatk la 1«8, tha kaaaa aaa aaaaiSad faa aaay faata kjr tka laak”

ladaa Olak. Ca ita at™ la fakiaaajr, UM. laatd I. siaiOaa,
a HOaa

Qaaaaal, fatally akat PklUi Bavtaa lay, aaa af fiaaata laatt lay,
aa aaaaaat af kla attaetlaaa ta In. emiaa, a yaaag lyaalak aaaaa
) IB a aaUkfatad aaa# la akl#k, fav tka fltat tlaa, taayaraxr akav-
yatlaa of alat mm Haaial aa a iafaaaa, SiaKlaa ata aaqilttaa.
lorIBC tka ClaU lav, lllllaa B. eaaail Uaai U tka Batfafa
laaaa, tkata, aa tka al”™t af Uaaalm*a aaaaaaiaatlaa, April 14,
Mi, Laala fayaa, aa aaaaapllaa af Jafea HIk— laatii* faroat kla

raaa i*ara laaaa* lay U, ataftkaA kla aaiaa, aai
ffwiil la tka tkaaat. Payaa aaaayai aa kaaa™aak. fkanyk

lafayatta Bitaya tkat tkaaa klatarla
1MB a «aak tlffayaat ylaaa fiaa tka ka»a aaaaaa af IBIO «Itk

aJ Ita mm. Xa IBtA ™ aaik af laaalUt aaA faaaiac 1t mm

10



httm* m% tw «u"% fMM «w tIM ifwniA wtUL |[NM«d
miik %owm, Mi «MU»«i %r 1 «MiM f«M«. 1M Im %te 1MO0*«,
IMMfw. litotMWWw | Ftiiit w i«0 ittoltF «fyMfWM. roUflwlac
«lw ratkorIMiln of tM iMkaoa 8tei«* 1f OMgMM la 14M8, «m
«O0iM ftaa* «M aaflatai if am ina mm vtii *Hat.

fiM a««iairlaa laakaaa tiaiaa wm mutm 1f Claak Itllla» a fang
Oaantfa laalfiov. fhava «aaa at tiat tiaa la tlOa aaaataf aa faalU-
tlaa far aaatlag, i«l ElUa, aatamtai if tlUa, araatai ila aaa f«rta
la Uaiaaaitvg aai aaat Ua aafk te itMaa fraa aaaiMnai aaaaaa«
flaaalac ta rayaaaat Jaamaa aatrlia a narlag iaiaa, mUa la aaU
ta iara faaaiaaai a TIxilmia tkaaaaiiivai aai tialaai it ta r«nla
laa taarlag faaltlaa. Sa aaaMitlaf iia aaak ba toak aara ta ialaaaa
fewraaaainiar. la arttor ta aaaf tlwaa lia iaaitai ®tiar ia iai
taallf aaaamUaiai tili, ia aaia a aaiaX aT tIM atataa, fraa miab
tha riiar aigtt ia rffat>» tia atataa iaXaaalag alth ar vithaat tba
rtiar. UaiaUai Jaaaarf »» IMS, tia aaatrasaavf af laMsaa«a rlaterf
at sa* Orlaaaa, tia BMKiaaat aaa tha firat aark af aaf aafaltala avar
aaat ia iraaaa U tila aoaatvf aai tia fliat of a laasa aaaiar af
ataaatrlaa atataaa la laailactaa. Xta iailaatloa aM tia aaaaalaa
far a fvaat aalSiiatlaa 1" ailai aU Vaailagtaa yartlalfatai,

Aftar harlas iaaa aa”™ far Faiaial afflaaa far aaM faara, Daaatur

SMaa la 3StO faaarl lata tia foaaaaalaa af llaard fltafalA BaaXa,

Wi



S T7Wrin
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fwwtf mnX 9ttfm ni ftmiir «f 0«Xif)»«si«» misr mmm unanww*
fktmt finoclm, fittatuir teA m»m twvtA* mb iIMwmttty*
liftfA M la yatli af fafin®*, Baala ImA
toahlal him, aaay yaaia af tMHrk «a a «mU<-AIMMr aaA ZaAiaa tIA™Mwr «a
%ka laaina Caaat uA U Unmi laattowt iAm>> ka teA kaaoaa aa«aaiataA
aim lit Oaiaaa aaA atkav faaaaa flfttiaa mt tka Mat. Za aaaaaatlaa
vitk kla tapaAitiaa ta aavtif aaifM faaA taut fart Daflaaaa, mm
MMOaa, ta tka OalavaAa «iwv, ka faiawAaA tka fadml OoaaxaMat ta
ii”an aaaOa twm fwU ta aavfi aUltasy aapfAlaa. Baala ms aatka-
sisstla is kU vamlaa af tka ssasls as kaasta af kasAaa, kat kla paak-
Afflmia maa afaaU af Ikaa aat aaaar kaaaaa tkataaiklf fasUlar altk
tkala Mkita. MitaaUp tka aiay pamlttaA tka aalaaXa ta aklft fa»
tkaaaalma. tkay tkaa kaaam aaattataA Ula ai»U MaMa Im tka Saulk.
mat aaA AiaA. naa tlm ta tiaa mmaa aaa kaaiA tkat aamla, fva-
amak” AaaaaaAmta <rf tkaaa aiaA ky Baalax kam kaaa aasa, kat imrnrn

aia i»akakly aatvaa.
Vkaa Baala puaiaaaA tka Daaatar Baaaa, ka ma Ualaf ta CaUfatala

at Baatka Tajaa, aa laaaaaa tiaat a# laaA am» tka piaaaat BakawflaU.
fam IM iMU kU Aaatk la !«e»e Baala AinAaA kla tlaa katmaa kla

laakiaftas aaA OallfanU kaaaa. Ba aaAa faa akaataa U tka Daaatar
Bama. fraamrla* It aaak aa It aaa la Daaatar'a A”. Bat ka AlA lay

tka aiakaiata flaar af tka kaXlram aa tka aaaaaA flaw.
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tiM DMfitlir BMM «e MOfMMia IIf iMds % < AUMY Mid %0 hKt9
‘m% MM taBdMi mM Fiftf ittUMW « pU«*« Bto %m tfixit** to«gdt«M
VMM tIMMM, MM V£ tIMM fftIflIH itt OOIOftul tMfMM %«
tIMI, i% U Mid, Of liB< IOlIlIMM 9i InMUIi, Ottd %IM OttMY 00&IBC
twook «i«kH 0 km SMtob onituMi, Boiao«o IMLLf, mnrlod
lohft S. KoUm, Mttor Md fiftliokOY of tilt !ti'tliiidK>ii gtt»« tad for
foYtf fMM tMtiaaod to tt t Ittdtr ia «Im Otfl«tX*t t«tial MIiYltitt.
HtLota iMg tttldtd QA fttkata flatt, Mt inMttg.atatly bougkt tht
tMvkifttl MMttt of falIMMahtf oa tao oattklrto of MMlactoa,

*toXt mo oa tono of iatlaato frioadobip vita 9. 5, Oyoat oad
JaaM 6. BUiao, Bttii 9t Mma trotamUf ololtod kU Bmm. la 167B
Ovaat aadt Btalt MialotM ™ Amtvia, « fooUioa Bo hold for « fO«r.
Aftor Bio rotiftaMt froa tiM fftoidoatf, tknaA otatiaaod Bio Tioito,
tftadiac votko o« o fiat at OoMtor Boaoca. Hm find atata diaaar
firaa By fvaaidaaB Aatinr wa ia Baaar af CBmit, aho wo IBoa atoylac at
tBa BaMtur Kaaao, BBaa tBa friaadoBly af amt aad BUiaa Bofoa to
aaal, Baala attMptad ta Bria« oBaat a aova friaadly rolatioaoBiy.

IG” Baala'a dMtB, DoMtar Hottoa aaa laBaritad By Bia aoa, TnnctcM,
oBa rataiaad ita foraar aBaxaator aatU Bia dMtB too yaara a«o. Tmxtaa
Baala Mrriad Barrlat BUiaa, damiBtar of Jaaaa O. Blaiao, eaa af tBair
aai™iBMo oa Xdtfayatta S"mto. Xa tBa IB»0*a, Ba aarrad aa Miaiator
ta favaU aad Utar to Oraaaa, BoaaaaU, aad BatBU. «a taaralad ax-

taaairalf aad toM anoB Utaraat U aatieaaX affaira aad ia oiria aattara

ia laaBiattoa.
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fttn of tiMi eoBtujrf, tofayotto S*aart
ratala”™ aaoh of ita 034 atacwpluiro ao a oastar of polltleal aaA aosial
aetlYIlty. I0ut toiuia iduira Saaart itad XiTod «as ooouylad 1wy «. V.
BaUcaap, Bntmry of War ia araa%*a Adalalstratioa, »tio raaigaoA lita
offioa to amid I"paaotamt. Bla vli”*Y, Toao" Bol*omf, la aaid to
barn takas tba town by storm. Bar raooftions wars crowded and brllXlaat
affairs. Latar, Jama 3. BlalM oaeapiad tha hoiiae durliMd tba period "
ha was Saaratary of State waiar Banjanin Korrisoa. Haro ho dia4,
Jaaaary 8T, IMS, la tha rooa where i™fn« ted attteptod t» assaaeliista
SamrA* Tha folXowiag year tha houaa wan rased aad the Salasco Thsatra
araatad oa Ita alta.

Before moYlag to tha Seward Hooss, Blalaa had lived at fS6 Jackson
Plaaa. Lstar, William L. i>«ott, wealthy hoolnaae ma of *irla, Pamasyl-
vania, and maater of Coagraaa, had occupied this property. Os hia
daath It waa laharltad by hla dauahtar, Mrs. hiaterd TowsaasA, who as-
lar«ad sad Improhad tha hosaa, addis® a dlolng room which was coasldarad
osa of tha flsast la tha aity. In 190S, whan astaosiva alteratlaiui wara
mada to tha Whita Bouaa, Fraaldast Thaodora Booeavalt and kla family
ooaupiad the ho-ose.

The Tayloa House, adJelsInB the Seward House, waa ocouplad for
ymra hy Jamaa Bosald Camaroa, iaaator from ?aaiuiylvnnla, asd for omay
yaars tha domlsant forea is Bapubllaaa palltlea la that Steta. Later,
It wu oaauplad by Tiaa Praaldant Oarratt A. Hobart. Than aama Senator

Basic Easiia, oallad "tha pawar btelsd tha throaa** in tha adslsistration
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tf WiUiftM waaUv* U MaivUM foUtIMI «MfsrvoM* «m 4<a.ioiM« ~
teMkfMta pt enattf mmtmm sad panMkM. frmUwp% ifoSiaUy «m

*CtM = goMt % tIMM «1MIl» dMiaioM OB ti™ortettt vasty aad
aatiaaal ttMatioM wara faa”™»d. At a aawaagaaaaa af tiia graat vaUUaal
lafUMia of Bntm, %kU deaa %aaaaa f~palatly kaaaa aa UtUa

VUta Baaaa". far a stert tiaa thia teaaa aaa tha luMitaartara af tba

Waaaa*a OaagNaalaaaX fteiaa famod to aafraaahUa aaaaa tdrauga taa

yaaaafa of Ua Suaaa B. AatBaaf aaaadmitt. finally, tka Coaaaa CIli"*

varakaaad tka tmlldlag aad aMd It aa a lailaa* daaax.

Hm Daily Ifadlsaa Baaaa iMi IM»aa yitrateaad ty tka Caaaaa Cddb
ta last aad altarad to aaka it aaitakla far tka aaada of tba Clitib.

Vitli tka atkaagaaat aataiaitiaa af tka adiaiaiac fkylaa Sanaa, a aodara
aaaaa «aa kaUt kataaaa tka taa atruaturaa. Sflaodld aaaraaaa and
aaalytaraa daaorata tka aalla of tka Glak kaaaa.

Dia™Maally aaiaaa fxo« tka 6oa«w Oiak at tka aaraar of B Straat
aad Taranxt Aroma ataada ika kaildiag of tka Baitad Stataa latavaaa
Adaiaiatratiaa. It naa "araatad aa tka aita of tka Arlington Botal,
vkiak fraa IWT BatU ita daaalitim la ISIS aaa laportant in %k»
folitiaal lifa of kaakiaitoa. tkara lirad watareaa foaarfnl figaraa
in aatlooal affalra aad ttiara aXamt arary Praaldant fn>» 6M«at ta
ItoXialay atayad kafora kia ianufaration.

Oypaaita St. faka*a 8kar” today ateada lata Bay-Adaaa Baaaa, aa

ayartamit«katal kaUt oa tka aitaa of tka yaaidaaaaa of taa of laak™
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lactoB*t Mtt furnia timm  mm aku* «* .
gruiAMa «f l«ta QAIMr M«at, «w « mafi. NiMtotUn, ©> MtMr of «
ffiM% HI>%oct Of *h> ttetto4 atotw mAot "offogioa ma Moftiioit. *ad of
M IUwlIMtiac MtoUgaop” oatltiod Tto ftoeotloa of Itanr Maot,
JTola Bof oM privolo iotfoluf %o PwoMoirt Ubmla, AoteMtior 40 9imb
Britoltt 1* 18ty*UM» mA tiwo SottoUrf of SUto »%U MOB. So «00
ooMpioiooo la aofilUtlas Uo Bop-PooMOfoto Trootp Op ohloO Bioot
Bfitaia roQitpliofl tho viipiO of tOo Bmltod SO00o0 Oo OoUA oa loilwioa
ooaol. Bo oloo rooooortoA 000 AooOrltto of too Boor 1& ™Mlia.

Boy obA ABo0ao «npo olooo frlooAo 00A lo MB4-1BB8. tOop boUt
o4Jolala« Oooooo oftop pUao mAo bp thoiv frUoA %00 groot aroOitoot.
Boup B. RloOopAooco. naooiAiottt tOolp Uooo tOooo bowoo 0o«o tho
sitborIBB flooo Of ooiobpltioo. Bt.QytaiAcaB, tbo ooolptorj too poUtofo.
PoOo U aorgt 00A foOa SlofOP Soygmta OUioooo Blog, ootoA ooglBoor;
00A Boapp Cabot LoAgo. Booator f*«a BaooartoootlBi, oopo aaoag tbo
ppwiaoot flgapoo ia latollootoal, aptUtto aaA poUtioal lIfo i”o
ooagpogatoA tOoPO aaA OolpoA to fopo tho aoot fa»oo oaloa la tho Waob-

lagtoa of tbo loto alaotooatb ooatary. Tbo Mam* bpoabfaoto oopo a
looal iaatlttttim, obUb Ib tho tooUtp of tboip ooirropoation probably
aga<M*A aap olooobipo.

A AlottogalaboA, altboagb aot a olooo, fPloaA of itoapp ~aao oio
CooPio ioaopoft IAo, fpoo lIWA to IMI. oooaptoA a aaoU AoalU”™ «m
tbo aopto ilAo of B Stpoot botwaaa sofoatooatb aaA Ooaaootioiit Apoaao.
tIMuro bo porlooA bio toa-ooloM Biotorp <f tOt naMt* 6ta”™ for too

OAltloao. Xa oplto of tbU loboploaa worts aa« aAraaolag ago.

bo aotoptboloao haA tlao for aoolal pMaoopoo aaA gaxdmag.
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fka op«Bla« f— of twHitlotk otiiturr wltaMsoA tho 4o«li&t
of tho flonr of Lofofotto S*owo. Iho 400«& of Koflc Boom ia liOi oad
tbo dMOXltiott of flio old Ariloftoa HOtol ol«b« |[o«n UUt MXkod
VMoiaf of tm iopordoBt iondoro of poUtiool Ufo. TBo doofk of Joto
Bof IB UOe oBd of Roatr Mom la 1918 dopriTOd tho Bmro of tfco too
fiftUFOO oho kod doM io ntoh to aoko It a plaoo of latoUoo”ial dUtlao*
tloa. For tmmf yoon to tkl» tho ooator of oooiol lift ted
booB aoviac to oteor porta of tte alty. teoaiddlo tte iatmaloa of
atroataroo dofotod to teaiaoM aad gorowawatol aotloitloa ted gvootlf
oltorod tte oayoot.ef tte at«ofo. fte ooootvtetloa of lurfo effloo
teildlaaa llka tte fteoaotf Aaaaa, tho Totoaoaa Baraam, the traitod
Btatoa Cteater of Ooaawreo, tte Brooktai® Xaatltatloa, tte laatltata
of teaaaaloa Baildiac, aad othor atvaatavaa tea ao far traaafoiaad tte
ateraatar aad ataaapharo of LafOyotta Bfoara that it la poaalhla that
tho faa aarvirlaa hoaaaa of tte 8qmm of fotenr yaarc say aaaa ha

daMoliahod to Mko way for «rflaa teUdiaga.
that thla fata aay orartaka tte Baaatar Baaao.la.varortaaataly,

aot iaptehahXo. Tte daath of traxtaa Baala aakaa It aoaaaaary to aaU
thla faaaaa old plaao la oviar to aotUo hla Oatato. ttalaaa atapa an

to aa”ulra tte kateo fat ywryaaaa of praaorratloa, It, too, aay
ho lasod. It la oaly flttla* that aoaa ylaao of tte old Lafayotta
Bfaara ahoald bo proaarrad* For alaaat a aaatary ante of tho polltlaal,
aoalal, aad lataUeatoal Ufo of tte aatlaaal aapltal aaa eoaaaatratad
about thla ataan. Boaa of tte aarvirlag teuaaa kottor aapraaaaa the

m/'

atteoptera of thla hlatorla ana than Doaatur Haoaa aad aaaa la -
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vt y»—tfwtiwt. fte olAmY% twUtsg 0B tIM «qi!BMo, It Im
BitMMOI bU %bm ohOBIiOB that tUo bmm tfo«™Mt oad y«t i« ltoolf ftiwMt
IMiHMitoi* PwtBtly so jurifsto vooiAosoo la VsoBisctoa has boos tho Imso
of 00 SBSf fosooo BMa aor oooa son of tbo vorioA Ufo of tho elty ttuu
tIM Soofttmr Soiioo. Xto isgportosoo io ftirtbor oahasood by tho foot ttet
it io yrolnbly tbo oaly d«oUla« doolgaod by lotxobo that otlU roaoiaa.
Koo otbor aetablo rooidoaocoo of lafsyotto tUfuun owprlyo, tbo fsyloo aai
tbo DoUy ModUoa Housw, bat noitbor lo qgsito ao istOMotliif biotorioally
ao tbo Oooatar Beoao, and both batvo bora eonaidovably altraod. 81
itffoata aboiiid tbsraforo bo aado to aogalvo tba Dooatoy Bono for
poaaaaoBt pvoaomtlon.
Kosyootfolly aitalttoA,
A

AXTIn ?e staaffra,
Panic Blatorlaa.

r tVTve,.r-' |

mir-
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CAPTURING THE SPIRIT
OF THE DESIGN

A Book of Quotations
That Deflne the New
Pennsylvania Avenue

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA

November 20, 1995
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CAPTURING THE SPIRIT

OF THE DESIGN

Quotations by historians, writers, critics
and architects that relate the essential
functions and character of the redesign of
Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White
House
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THE FOLLOWING HISTORIANS. WRITERS AND
ARCHITECTS ARE QUOTED IN THIS DOCUMENT

Bruce Babbitt

Francis Baily

Jonathan Barnett

Peter Blake

Daniel J. Boorstin
Donald Canty

Grosvenor Chapman, FAIA
David M. Childs, FAIA
Douglas Davis

Benjamin Forgey

George Hartmann, FAIA
Ada Louise Huxtable

John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Roger G. Kennedy

David McCullough

Warren A. Megrian, AIA
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
Thomas Stokes Page
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
Vincent Scully

William Seale

Harry S. Truman
Vitruvius

William Walton

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
Gilson Willets
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CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE DESIGN

Over the past year | have written several items to those
responsible to President Clinton on the redesign of Pennsylvania
Avenue in front of the White House. During this time, | have
undertaken considerable research on the history of the White House
and its environs. This investigation included going back and
reviewing all the work we originally accomplished on the Grand

Plaza and Promenade for First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy in 1963.

In this process | have collected key statements that caught my eye
that best expressed the spirit of this project and this design.
This is not an ordinary or normal design project. One way |
thought one might capture the philosophy and approach to design of
this important symbolic place would be to quote certain phrases
that caught the special qualities of this place and uniqueness of
this design. These would be the special historic insights that
other noted Americans familiar with the history and arhitecture of
the White House have expressed either in their writings or in

letters to me.

In addition, | have added quotes from my own writings which capture
the contextual approach and philosophy of architecture that
motivate this design. Although the work and efforts of everyone
involved are well-intended, it appears, however, that because of
the importance of this national shrine, a large cloud of confusion

has emerged as to how this task should be undertaken. What are the
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real functions of this design, and how should this design be
carried out. As noted architect David Childs expressed in a recent
letter to me the answer lies in "the silver lining” within this
cloud. "It simply is the reioinina of the two areas surrounding

this space.”

As one reads these quotes, the design approach and philosophy of
design clearly emerges. One can quickly grasp the function, the

history and the essence of this place and this design.

My forthcoming report to Roger G. Kennedy for President Clinton and
all those involved in the National Park Service entitled, "History
Completes Vision of White House,” relates the background and
history of my previous work on the design of Lafayette Square,
Lafayette Park, and the previous studies | have made on the design
of the grand plaza and promenade for President and First Lady

Jacqueline Kennedy.

I have broken the quotes into the three sections of this report as

follows:
Section |I: The Plan That Will Unite the White House and
Lafayette Park
Section 11: The Design Must Relate to our History
Section I11: The Future of the White House

The quotations follow in the above order.
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THE PLAN THAT WILL UNITE

THE WHITE HOUSE AND LAFAYETTE PARK

SECTION |
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The White House Comprehensive Design Plan is a
long-range plan that has been in progress over
the course of the last 3 years developing a
plan to guide the future management and use of
the buildings and grounds at the White House,
aiming to better serve the public and the
President, and to protect the historic

character of this national treasure.®

Roger G. Kennedy, 1995

M July 1995 letter to John Carl Warnecke, FAIA from Roger G,
Kennedy, Director of the National Park Service.
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The simplest answer would be by far the best;
that the silver lining in this cloud is that
these two areas would be rejoined after having
been split by the major highway that
Pennsylvania Avenue has evolved into in this

area.’

David M. Childs, FAIA,
1995

M David M. Childs, FAIA, in a letter addressed to John Carl
Warnecke on July 27, 1995.
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Keep it simple... The starting point of any
design is to pay close attention to what is
already there. A house, a park and a street.
These three parts need to be tied together

into an elegant composition.®

Benjmain Forgey, July 1995

" Benjmain Forgey in his July 8, 1995 Washington Post article,
entitled "Caution Construction Ahead.”
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The design of Pennsylvania Avenue is a
contextual problem that must unite today's
requirements of security with the history and

symbolism of the White House."

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
July 1995

" John Carl Warnecke, FAIA, "History Completes Vision of the
White House," 1995.
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All the parts and pieces are all there and all
that is needed is to integrate them into a
unified whole. It is like weaving together
two parts of a large beautiful tapestry. The
fabric, the threads with all their colors are

all there ready to be woven together.™

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
June 1995

John Carl Warnecke wrote the Park Service and the
Enforcement Division of the Treasury Department in is June 19, 1995
article entitled, "Greater White House Access."
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A client and a designer create a sort of joint

persona. They express what they both want the

public to think of them.®

Roger G. Kennedy, 1989

 Roger G. Kennedy, Ordersfrom France (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1989), p. 13.
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Subtle and simple things such as the historic
planting of the red Salvia flowers determines
the historic landscape character reguired to

complete the overall design.

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
October 1995
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Architecture very often comments upon its
circumstances by stating a desirable opposite:
for example, that aspect of their own epoch
which the contemporaries of neoclassical
architects felt most poignantly was Iits
turbulence. The quality most evident in the

work of those architects was tranquility.

Roger G. Kennedy, 1989

Roger G. Kennedy, Ordersfrom France (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,

1989), p. 13, 426. JCW notes this condition exists following the
White House shootings and Oklahoma City bombing. Pennsylvania
Avenue is to emerge into a far more beautiful and peaceful setting

for the White House.
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The basic elements of the design are all in
place. This is the original four-block area
set aside by L'Enfant which is the view one
looks out to from the front door of the White
House. The White House, Lafayette Square
Park, the historic buildings surrounding the
square President and First Lady Jacqueline
Kennedy and | helped save, and the new
Executive Office Building and Court of Claims
Building, that | designed in 1962, all serve
as backdrops to the older historic buildings
and the White House. The design of the grand
plaza and promenade will tie all of these

historic elements into a unified whole.®

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA

January 1995

# John Carl Warnecke's report to President Clinton in Janaury
1995 prior to closing down the traffic of Pennsylvania Avenue.
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THE DESIGN MUST RFJ.ATF

TO OUR HISTORY

THE REDESIGN OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AND ITS NEW BOUNDARIES MUST
BE IN CONTEXT WITH THE HISTORY AND SYMBOLISM OF THE WHITE HOUSE

SECTION 11
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They come in ever increasing numbers, by the
tens of millions every year. They climb the
sweep of marble steps at the Supreme Court,
pose for a picture by the Grant statue. They
move slowly, quietly past the fifty-seven
thousand names in the black stone wall of the
Vietnam Memorial. They pour through the Air
and Space Museum, the most popular museum in
the world now, craning their necks at the
technical marvels of our rocket century. We
all do. We all should. This is our capital.
It speaks of who we are and what we have

accomplished, what we stand for. @

David McCullough, 1986

David McCullough, "Why | Love Washington,” American Heritage,
April/May 1986.
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Architecture depends on Order. Arrangement,
Eurythmy (Beauty, Symmetry, Propriety, and

Economy.)

Vitruvius

At the time of Caesar, Vitruvius wrote his ten books on
architecture and described the fundamental principles of design and
architecture. Architecture continues to develop and change as it
adapts to new eras of time, but the definition of architecture
established by Vitruvius is still a most helpful guide in defining
architecture today.
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The private buildings go on but slowly. There
are about twenty or thirty houses built near
the Point, as well as a few in South Capitol
Street and about a hundred others scattered
over in other places: in all | suppose about
two hundred: and these constitute the great
city of Washington. The truth is, that not
much more than one-half the city is cleared: -
the rest is in woods: and most of the streets
which are laid out are cut through these
woods, and have a much more pleasing effect
now than 1 think they wvill have when they
shall be built; for now they appear like broad
avenues in a park, bounded on each side by
thick woods; and there being so many of them,
and proceeding in so many various directions,
they have a certain wild, yet uniform and
regular appearance, which they will lose when
confined on each side by brick walls.

Francis Baily, 1796

“ In the fall of 1796 Francis Baily also recorded his
impressions of the embryonic city. He admired the President's
house, the Capitol, and the view from the point where the Potomac
and Anacostia join. However, very little in the way of a city was
to be seen, as Baily soon discovered.
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In 1803 Latrobe is named Superintendent of
Public Buildings and he soon designed the
first formal entrance for Pennsylvania Avenue
to the White House. He also encircled the
White House grounds with its first wall, a
stone boundary intended more to control
livestock than to provide security. Latrobe's
drawings show a circular turn around on the
north front of the White House and the main
formal entrance of 16th Street continuing on
right up to the White House circular entry

point.

William Seale, 1992

William Seale, The White House: The History of an American Idea,
(Washington, D.C.: The American Institute of Architects Press,
1992), p. 38.
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The actual number of Secret Service guards in
attendance upon the President is never made
public. But certain it is that at all
receptions a number of such guards are on duty
within the house, while several more are
stationed outside. The President never steps
outside the White House, never travels even
the shortest distance, without being followed
by one or more officers of the Secret

Service.*

Gilson Willets, 1908

“ Gilson Willets, Inside History of the Hdiite House (New York: The
Christian Herald, 1908) p.I183.
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The  McMillan Plan (1901) projected a
remarkable transformation that would give
dramatic emphasis to a greatly elaborated
series of axes, based upon those planned by
L'Enfant. Each vista was to terminate in a
fine example of neoclassical architecture. As
in L'Enfant’'s plan, the principal feature was
to be the Mall, the Capitol at one end, a
memorial to Lincoln at the other, and along
sides large neoclassical buildings for the
federal offices. The cross-axis, having the
White House at its northern end, was
lengthened south of the Mall, with space
reserved for a monument of an undesignated

character.

William Seale, 1986

William Seale, The Presidents House, Ko/i/me// (Washington, D.C,
White House Historical Association, 1986), p. 656.
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The artistic Ilines of the White House
buildings were the creation of master builders
when our Republic was young. The simplicity
and strength of the structure remain in the
face of every modern test. But within this
magnificent pattern, the necessities of modern
government business require constant

reorganization and rebuilding.

The architects and builders are men of common
sense and of artistic American tastes. They
know that the principles of harmony and of
necessity itself require that the building of
the new structure shall blend with the
essential lines of the old. It is this
combination of the old and the new that marks
orderly peaceful progress—not only in
building buildings but in building government

itself

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1935

) F.D.R. relates to the nation in one of his fireside chats
prior to adding on to the east and west wings of the White House.
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No work is proposed in scope or detail that
will alter the architectural or cultural
features or Iimpair the integrity of the
building in its role of a National Shrine. In
all respects the historic and traditional
symbolism of the Nation's most revered mansion
must be preserved to the greatest degree
consistent with the use of modern materials
and equipment that wvill be incorporated into

the project.®

President Harry Truman's Proposal to

Congress, 1948

For eighty years Congress had opposed demolishing the White
House. Finally in the late 1940s, President Truman stepped forward
to undertake the complete reconstruction of the President's House.
These words by which_formed the proposal to Congress assured the
government that this would be undertaken with the greatest of care
and respect.
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History Continues

THE SQUARE IS RETURNED

TO L’ENFANPS VISION

For nearly 60 years, the 1901 McMillan Plan moved forward to create a monumental
government ofTice building square surrounding the White House. The following are
guotations that describe John Carl Warnecke’s 1962 concept for the design of Lafayette
Square and relate how this design returned the square to L’Enfant’s vision and how the

impact of this design altered architecture throughout Washington and America.
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Because the design of Pennsylvania Avenue in
front of the White House must unite the White
House with Lafayette Park and the Square
surrounding the park, i1t is important to
understand how Warnecke's contextual approach
to design and philosophy of architecture was
first accepted by the public and architectural
critics at the time he designed the Lafayette
Square project for President and First Lady
Jacqueline Kennedy and how later this project
altered and —changed the direction of
architecture in the Nation's Capital and in
other cities throughout America. Now, thirty
years later, the project's design and the
several new directions that were first set in
design and architecture is more fully
understood. The following quotations by noted
historians, writers, and architects trace the
story of this evolution and describe the
design and its impact in design and

architecture.

Warnecke Institute of Design, Art

and Architecture, 1995
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Because the redesign of Pennsylvania Avenue is
a design task of contextual design, it is most
important to understand the roots of how
contextual design emerged in the period of
Modern design in the middle of the 20th
century. It is important to go back and see
exactly where and how it started, how it
emerged, and exactly what its impact wvill be
on the future of architecture and the environs

of the White House.

Warren Megrian, AlA
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Both Kennedy and Walton gave up and concluded
that the old buildings would have to go. Only

Jacqueline held out. 'The wreckers haven't
started yet' she said, 'and until they do, it

can be saved.

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., 1962

” Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. recalls in his book on JFK entitled
A Thousand Davs.
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I consider our history to be a source of
strength to us here in the White
House...Anything that dramatizes the story of
the United States is worth the respect of

Americans who visit here and who are a part of

our history.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1962
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The important thing is to preserve the 19th
century feeling of Lafayette Square...! so
strongly feel the White House should give the
example in preserving our nation's past. Now
we think of saving old buildings like Mt.
Vernon and tear down everything in the 19th
century...but in the next hundred years, the
19th century wvill be of great interst and
there will be none of it left, just plain
glass skyscrapers... Before you know it,
everything is ripped down and horrible things
put up in their place. | simply panic at the
thought of this and decided to make a last-

ditch appeal."®

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, 1962

~In a_letter to Bernard Boutin, head of the General Services
Administration (G.S.A.), Jacqueline Kennedy wrote on March 6, 1962.
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WAS HINGTO N

October 15> 1972

Dear Bernie:

I would like to tell you how pleased Virs. Kennedy and 1 are with the
orelinicar”™y architectural studies of Lafayette Square.

I have been reflecting on the significance of this work, not 1"
the terns of the inportance of it to the environs of the White Rouse
and our capital, but to what it neans in a broader sense to other

cities and comunities tliroughout America.

As you knov, 1 am fully cognizant of the progress made by Anerican
Architects and Planners in tlieir contribution to our country in
contemporary design. Tnis coupled with equal P~oS”ss —
cities by their respective governing bodies in forging ahean ith
vast programs of urban renewal and redevelopaent leads me to craent
on the -nanner in which th.ese plans are actually carried wt. "~ere
are throughout our land specific areas and specific buildings A
historical significance or architectaral excellence that are threatened
by this onward march of progress. |1 believe that the inportance ™
Lafayette Square lies in the fact that we were not willing to destroy
our cultural and historic heritage but that we were willing to

moans of preserving it while still meeting the requirements of growth
in government. 1 hope that the same can be done in other parts of oxir

country.

I am particularly pleased that in this case you and the architects
were able to express in the new buildings the architecture of <™ times
in a contemporary manner that harmonizes with the historic bui_oi.ngs.

I congratulate you on this fine start.

Tlic Hencrarle Be-i-nard L. Boutin o )
Adn.i nisir-r.'v-or of Gi iiti-rd Gcrvicon Administration

V’CiShi:;fiton ?5, D-C.

In this letter JFK steps forth and adopts JCW's approach to
design and philosophy of architecture. This letter was drafted by
John Carl Warnecke just prior to the public presentation of the
design of Lafayette Square on October 15, 1962. JFK added one

sentence, "l hope that the same can be done in other parts of our
country.”
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The man who wvill design John Fitzgerald
Kennedy's tomb in Arlington National Cemetery
and who is being considered for the commission
of the Kennedy Library at Harvard is the
architect who has done the most to bring a new
design frontier to Washington. John Carl
Warnecke was one of the first architects to be
given an important Federal job under the
Kennedy administration, the redesign of

Lafayette Square.

The work of the Warnecke office is marked by
an obvious consideration of the traditional in
local architecture and respect for the nature
of the site and landscape. At the same time
stresses the most advanced contemporary
design, materials and construction. In
Washington, where a strong classical tradition
must be fused with new building needs it is
hoped that this wvill produce a superior kind
of official architecture and a suitable

memorial for Mr. Kennedy."

Ada Louise Huxtable, 1963

Ada Louise Huxtable writes about John Carl Warnecke in the
November 30, 1963 issue of the N.Y. Times following the death of
JFK.
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In historic places such as Washington, the
needs of the present must show respect for the
past. In showing respect for the past in the
design of new buildings, basic plans, forms
masses, materials, colors and textures should
be designed in sympathy with the place and its
history. At the same time each building
should be planned to solve the problems of the
present and to express the continuity that
provides a link to the future as well as to
the past. Although each design grows out of
its unigue place in history, strong threads of
continuity should run through all major works
of architecture.. The timeless values of
unity, order and clarity and the disciplines
of structure and economy underlie any
particular design. These together with a
profound respect for the universal needs of
human beings — will help us develop an
architecture  which  will provide visual
testimony to the dignity, enterprise, vigor

and stability of the American government

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA, 1965

In June 1965, John Carl Warnecke wrote an article entitled
"The Federal City: A Practitioner's View" for the AIA Journal. In
this article he spells out the qualities of design that he feels
are essential for any government building constructed in
Washington, D.C.
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...in their partially completed state, one
can, | think, see the bones of an architecture
which is as American as the New England
saltbox and yet completely new to the United
States. It may prove to be the pace setter

for a revival of an indigenous architecture. ™

Grosvenor Chapman, 1966

Grosvenor Chapman, "Lafayette's Neighbor,” Washington Post.
March 16, 1966. A 1966 article in the Washington Post by Wolf von
Eckardt, outlining Vincent Scully's objections to Warnecke's new
buildings, which were mostly centered around the harsh appearance
of the dark red brick used in the two tower buildings. The article
elicited a defense of Warnecke's plans by Grosvenor Chapman.
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"ON THE SQUARE

For almost two years Washington has watched
two modern blood-red brick office buildings
slowly”™ rise incongruously behind the small
historic Federal-era houses of Lafayette
Sguare across from the White House.

The first of the buildings, the new Federal
Courthouse, was dedicated last week by Chief
Justice Earl Warren amidst a well-aired
controversy. When Chief Judge Wilson Cowen,
of the U.S. Court of Claims, praised the
'imaginative decision’ of the architect, a
scattering of titters rose from the outdoor
audience. Already some critics have blasted
the buildings as a 'noble failure,” a
'terrible disappointment,” and as ‘hulking
forms with strange protuberances.’

'The purpose of my design was the saving of
the old historic building.’ explains Warnecke.
'The filling in of the holes and the adding of
color are yet to come. It's like a painting
that hasn't been finished.’

I think people are tired of the dullness of
reproducing historic buildings,’ says
Warnecke. 'When the square is complete,
you're only going to see the top half of the
new buildings. The small houses, some natural
brick, some painted, will become the dominant
visual aspect of the square.™

The Newsweek story ended with Bill Walton coming to JCW's rescue,

"He is a creative guy and one of the better
U.S. architects. No other architect had the
solution to the difficult problem of Lafayette

Square.

) In the October 2, 1967 issue of Newsweek, a story was
written in which most of the story was a criticism of the design.
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The first thing that Warnecke did, which seems
clearly a correct decision, was to treat both
the east and west sides of the Square in a
similar way. On the east side of the square
he designed a new low building, in red brick,
to replace a false-front theater building put
up in the 20's. The new building serves to
link the Treasury Annex with a row of houses
(including the Dolly Madison House) which the
Boston architects had planned to remove. On
the west side of the square, Warnecke
unabashedly chose to fake new versions of the
houses that had been replaced by bigger
buildings during the 20's, giving a more or
less consistent row of facades along the whole

west frontage."™"

Jonathan Barnett, 1968

- 1968 article on Lafayette Square by Jonathan Barnett for the
magazine. Architectural Record.



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 262 of 313

The color was obviously chosen to harmonize
with the mellow brick of the old houses on the
west side of the Square. The photograph shows
how successful this color harmony turned out
to be...The other question—the problem of
architectural expression—was essentially the
familiar one of ‘'keeping Iin Kkeeping.’
Warnecke's design, with its bay windows and
mansard roofs, certainly captures something of
the crankly silhouette of the 19th century
buildings near the square; and, from a
scenographic point of view, is quite a

successful composition."M

Jonathan Barnett, 1968

1968 article on Lafayette Square by Jonathan Barnett for the
magazine. Architectural Record.
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The result is probably the most successful
large-scale historic restoration in the United
States. Unlike Colonial Williamsburg in
Virginia, which is really a kind of
architectural museum, Lafayette Square is an
efficient working office complex right in the
center of the nation's capital. One may
guestion some of the details employed in the
new buildings Warnecke designed to fill in the
existing rows of town houses, and some of the
details in the new tall buildings behind them.

But these are questions of taste.

The success of Lafayette Square lies in the
fact that few people really notice the massive

new construction surrounding iit.*®

Peter Blake, 1975

~ Peter Blake's 1975 article entitled, "John Carl Warnecke-
Architect,” for the Soviet magazine Amerika. Blake summarized

Lafayette Square.
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The Lafayette Square scheme was one of the
most neglected and innovative urban design
concepts in contemporary architecture...!
think that it's an accomplishment that

deserves wide replication...

These were very radical ideas in those days.
Many of the things that he was doing you just
didn't do in those days. You didn't think
much about saving nice little old stuff like
those houses.. .Much less did, you think of
replicating anything old. Everything was
novel; everything was modernist...! think it
was admirable, remarkable for its time, and

has remained admirable... ™

Donald Canty, 1981

Donald Canty, editor of the A!A magazine. Architecture.
subsequently stated in April 1981 some 19 years after JCW had
designed the project in a retrospective review of the design of the
Square in a meeting of the National Building Museum entitled
"Washington Revisited.”
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We then go on to the execution of the scheme,
and this too was controversial. There was a
softness even to the large buildings which was
not a part of my creed in those
days... Building with brick, incidentally, is
the new material, the vernacular in
Washington...And now we're in the brick era,
but this was 19 years ago; and Jack used brick
for what | think were very good reasons... The
other thing was the modesty of fenestration in
this building which was almost unprecedented

then...

And then there were what we now, in post-
modern parlance, would call historicist
touches, that were put on the building in
addition to the materials design to give it an
identity toward the old, for which it was now
a new backdrop These were fairly widely

criticized at the time... ®

Donald Canty, 1981

Donald Canty, editor of the AIA magazine. Architecture.
subsequently stated in April 1981 some 19 years after JCW had
designed the project in a retrospective review of the design of the
Square in a meeting at the National Building Museum entitled
"Washington Revisited."
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The architectural profession gave the public
fifty years of modern architecture, and the
public's response has been ten years of the
greatest wave of historic preservation in the

history of man.

In Washington alone Lafayette Square's direct
influence can be seen in dozens of buildings
put up in the last decade. In the Federal
Home Loan Bank Building, the historic Winder
building, whose facade is at home with the
nearby Old Executive Office Building, has been
incorporated into a complex of shops,
restaurants, a skating rink and the necessary
office space. In the recently completed Old
Post Office, the historic shell is preserved
while the interior has been used for new

office and commercial space.

The grandiose Pennsylvania Avenue project born
in the 1960's has clearly shifted toward the
idea of preservation, as seen in the saving of
the Willard Hotel."'®

George Hartman, FAIA, 1983

Two decades after the design of Lafayette Square in 1983,
noted Washington, D.C., architect George Hartman, FAIA, wrote at
the time of the Renwick Museum EXxhibit, "Lafayette Square
Restoration, Architect, and the Presidency.”
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Lafayette Square today is so pleasant a part
of the city we tend to forget that it took the
actions of three presidents, and a very
determined president's wife—Jacqueline

Kennedy—to make it this way.

Today, without even going there, we can call
to the mind's eye postcard views of the place:
the White House on the south, strikingly white
against the sky, and east and west, those tall
towers in red brick behind low rows of 19th
century buildings. An exhibition that went on
view yesterday at the Renwick Gallery reminds
us that this happy ending was, for more than

half a century, highly unlikely.

The Lafayette Square project, designed by John
Carl Warnecke, was an important milestone in
preservation, and the urban design strategy of
massing large new buildings behind attractive,
smaller, older buildings remains highly

relevant today.

Benjamin Forgey, 1983

Twenty years after Warnecke completed his design of
Lafayette Square, Benjamin Forgey, in reviewing the exhibition of
Lafayette Square 1963-1983 - Architecture, Preservation and the
Presidency, at the Renwick Museum, wrote in an article in the
Washington Post October 22, 1983.
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George Hartman considered Lafayette Square to
be the most important architectural work in

Washington since World War I1.

Thomas Stokes Page, 1992

Thirty years later Tom Page stated in his letter to JCW of
November 7, 1992 that George Hartman, now Washington, D.C.'s
leading designer who had recently been on an architectural jury
with Benjamin Forgey had said this to him.
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Warnecke's 1979 addition (Fannie Mae) hidden
from the street, is handsome and adroit—it
adjures the colonial detailing but matches the
materials, layout and scale of the original
building, and enclosed two shady, commodious
formal courtyards. This pleasant, humane
result is hardly surprising—Warnecke's mid-
'60s work around Lafayette Square, saving the
19th-century texture of the place while adding
two new government buildings, contributed
significantly to the contextualist movement

here and nationwide.

Benjamin Forgey, 1993

Benjamin Forgey said in his August 21, 1993 Washington Post
article, "Fannie Mae and Revisionist History."
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Such musings were prompted this week as |
walked around and about Lafayette
Square...Here is a place, a historic place,

that has changed, and stayed the same.

The fact that it has 'stayed the same,” that
today it looks something like it did a century
ago, is due to provident inaction and, three
decades ago, to wise human intervention. More
than most places in Washington, one can read
the square's history in the layers of its

architecture.

Benjamin Forgey, 1994

” Benjamin Forgey's January 28, 1994 article entitled, "The
Well Rounded Square.”
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Cities change, They do and, gas the
redoubtable urban theorist Jane Jacobs has
pointed out. they must But unless the
changes gre cataclysmic. as during gn
earthquake or a war, we tend almost willfully
to ignore them..,Warnecke saw right away there
as no need to demolish the old buildings on
Lafayette Square. He devised a plan to
replace the big new buildings behind the rows
of houses and thereby, almost incidentally, to

create very nice outdoor courtyards between

the new and old pieces...

Conceived in 1963, the Warnecke design proved
to be a healthy example—countless Washington
projects since then have adopted the same
basic tactic. As a result, the downtown area
has been able to increase in density in accord
with economic demand and, at the same time,
much of its architectural history has been

preserved.

Benjamin Forgey, 1994

Benjamin Forgey's January 28, 1994 article entitled, "The
Well Rounded Square.”
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The courtyard and garden space which has been
created between the old and the new on the
Jackson Place side, 1 think, is one of the
very nicest enclosed spaces in Washington.
I'd Ilove to have a party there. It's
absolutely lovely, and, the rear of the old
buildings look even more inviting than the
front. It's just marvelous. If you've never
been there, just wander in. It's absolutely
marvelous and inviting and comfortable and the

best of Washington.

Donald Canty, 1981

Donald Canty, editor of the AIA magazine, Architecture.
subsequently stated in April 1981 some 19 years after JCW had
designed the project in a retrospective review of the design of the
Square in a meeting at the National Building Museum entitled
"Washington Revisited.”
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Critic Vincent Scully got it just right last
week when he asked for a solution that would
"remind people we are a nation of laws, and
peace.” This sounds like the gentle, arcadian
L'Enfant-Kennedy-Warnecke plan. We should all
ask Clinton to take personal charge of this
crisis, reviving both the dream and the words
of President Kennedy who inspired him as a
young man. Let him appoint a broad-based
citizens' committee to assist him, if
necessary, but let's, get the change made,
fast, while the mood is ripe. If we can
jointly take this step, the "people's house"
and "the president's park™ wvill become one at
last—and democracy wvill find at once its

final symbol and its final security. ®

Vincent Scully

Quoted by
Douglas Davis, 1995

Newsdav article, entitled "Viewpoints,” June 16, 1995 by
Douglas Davis. Davis was architectural critic for Newsweek for
eighteen years.
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THE FUTURE

OF THE WHITE HOUSE

LOOKING BACK A CENTURY TO HELP OBTAIN A
CLEAR VISION OF THE PRESIDENT’S HOUSE IN THE 21ST CENTURY

SECTION I11
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What is the future role of the White House in
American life and culture? In my view, its

role nowadays as a historic place and monument

of our traditions is more significant than

ever.

Daniel J. Boorstin, 1994

Daniel J. Boorstin, Cleopatra's Nose, 1994.
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Where once we ran away from context, we now
embrace it. Where once we would have taken a
wrecking ball to an historic building, now we
pause and ask: Can we restore it with new,
stronger, materials? Can we make it relevant,
not as just a monument, but as a functioning
part of the community?-—1 believe not only

that we can, but that we must."

Today with ever greater challenges of limited
time, space and budgets, we must find ways to
work this concept into every building and
community we design. We must create tools

that encourage this connection.”

Historic preservation has moved from focusing
on a single building to emphasizing a
building's neighborhood and community to the
integration of history, culture, and the
natural environment.

Bruce Babbitt, 1995

Remarks from a speech delivered by Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt in the 1995 AIA Convention of the American Institute
of Architects in Atlanta.
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By placing the new buildings behind the
historic buildings, we were able to maintain
the 19th century character of the square,
which he and First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy
felt was most important. By designing the new
buildings in a simple contextual manner, we
saved enough money to restore all the old
buildings at no additional cost to the
government. Now, this gift and these
buildings should be shared with the people to

use and learn about our democracy.®

John Carl Warnecke

July 30, 1995

Washington Post, Sunday, July 30, 1995, article by John Carl
Warnecke entitled "Completing the Plan for Lafayette Square.”
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There is room for excitement and discovery—
what (Roger) Kennedy calls 'genius'--if it is
applied with true sensitivity and skill. The
design is a thrilling challenge in which we
all have a stake. A splendid new foreground
to this centerpiece of the democracy would be
a most satisfying prelude to the beginning of

a new millennium.

Benjamin Forgey

September 1995

Benjamin Forgey, "A Touch of Grass: On Pennsylvania Ave.,
a step in the Right Direction,” Washington Post: Cityscape, (9/30/95), p.
Dl.
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Red, white and blue are the colors of our flag

that flies high over the White House.

Red symbolizes the life and needs of the times
we live in. The red of our blood reminds us
that this moment of time is brief. The red
flowers planted in front of the White House

are seasonal.

White symbolizes our past. The strength of
past eras, the images and symbols that remind
us of all that came before us. The
President's House is White. The White House

iIs a symbol of our history.

The blue sky on a clear day symbolizes our
vision of tomorrow. Blue is the vision of
continuity that leads us forward to a vision
of a future time. This is a vision of unity

that links our past, present and future.

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
October 1995
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The conservation of historic environments is
increasingly recognized as critical to the
economic, social, and cultural well-being of
our urban and rural communities. By the turn
of the century, 75% of construction dollars

will be spent working on existing buildings.

41

University of Southern California,

1995

The School of Architecture at the University of Southern
California, third summer program on Critical Issues Iin the
Conservation of Historic Buildings, Landscapes and Communities.
Co-sponsored by The California State Office of Historic
Preservation, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Freeman
House, Gamble House, American Institute of Architects, Los Angeles
and Pasadena/Foothill Chapters, American Planning Association—Los
Angeles Section, Pasadena Heritage, Los Angeles Conservancy,
Society of Architectural Historians, Southern California Chapter;
and the California Preservation Foundation.
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Because of this earlier commitinent to
President and First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, I
have continued to feel obligated to follow up
on their courageous efforts and overall
concept of the square that we jointly created
thirty years ago. This is a simple direct and
beautiful solution that will unite the White

House with Lafayette Park and Lafayette

Square.

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
July 1995
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I look forward to an America which will not be
afraid of grace and beauty, which will protect
the beauty of our national environment, which
will preserve the great old American houses
and squares and parks of our National past,

while building handsome and balanced cities

for our future.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Quote from speech at Amherst University, October 1963
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The Warnecke Institute is dedicated to a more
comprehensive multiple approach to design and
architecture created to meet man's ever-
changing needs in the 21st century by
embracing both continuity and diversity while
seeking unity with our man-made and natural

environments.

The  Warnecke Institute of

Design, Art and Architecture,

1995
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HISTORY COMPLETES THE
VISION OF THE

WHITE HOUSE

Index and Nature of John Carl Warnecke’s report that
relates the evolution of these historic environs while
developing a process of design that unites the White

House with Lafayette Park.

NOVEMBER 20, 1995
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PREFACE
In 1994 the Warnecke Institute was undertaking studies on the
unique role of President and First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy in the
1962 design of Lafayette Square and their joint interest in the
architecture of our Capital and country and the impact that this

design has made on the architecture in Washington and other areas

throughout this country.

At a time when Modern design dominated architecture throughout the
United States, Lafayette Square was the first major restoration
project in America to be sponsored by the Federal government. This
project was also the first project to utilize restoration with a
new type of adaptive reuse of the older buildings. At the same
time, the design developed a new land use strategy that combined
both historic and new buildings on the same site. The design also
utilized a contextual approach which integrated and related the new
buildings to the older historic buildings. This contextual
approach was a part of my comprehensive philosophy of architecture
which 1 evolved in the late 1940s and 1950s early in my career. It
is an approach to design and a philosophy of architecture that
embraces continuity and diversity while seeking unity of our man-

made and natural environments.

In 1994 and in early 1995, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis was most
interested to hear of these studies of the Warnecke Institute and
was thrilled to hear that the Lafayette Square project was being

talked about by architects and critics as the most important
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projects in Washington since World War 1l and how the design of the

project had influenced the architecture of the Capital more than

any other project during the last 30 years.

These studies of the role of the Kennedys were temporarily halted
with the several 1994 shootings at the White House and the Oklahoma

City bombing which led President Clinton to close down the Avenue.

Instead, the Warnecke Institute concentrated on completing a phase
of the original Lafayette Square project that had never been
completed. In January 1995, the Institute undertook the completion
of the earlier proposal embraced by the Kennedys to construct a
tunnel under Pennsylvania Avenue and construct a beautiful grand

plaza and promenade to view the White House.

After closing down the Avenue, | decided to move ahead and modify
my earlier design of this space without the tunnel while the Park

Service continued to study alternate means of handling traffic.

The Warnecke Institute is dedicated to a multiple comprehensive
approach to design and architecture which, among other diverse
approaches, embraces contextual design for important historic
environments. Because of their commitment, the Institute decided
to move forward and study how this philosophy would affect the
design of this space and to demonstrate how this approach to design

iIs essential in the redesign of Pennsylvania Avenue. What better

way could be found both for completing the vision of the Kennedys
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and the Warnecke Institute's dedication to this comprehensive
approach than to design a project that would display this approach

to design and help clarify this philosophy of architecture.

Attached is the index of the three sections of a report now in the
process of being finalized that Iincorporates this contextual
approach to design for the redesign of Pennsylvania Avenue. This
report will be submitted to Roger G. Kennedy as a plan to be
critiqued, studied, altered, and hopefully adopted as a part of the

planning process now being undertaken by the National Park Service.

Included in this report is the restudying of the history of the
White House which is essential in order to capture the spirit of
the new design of the Avenue. In this process, | have collected
certain phrases and quotations that capture this spirit of design
that 1 and other historians, writers and architects have expressed
in different and perhaps more powerful ways. In addition, | have
added quotes from my own writings which |1 believe are essential to

understanding this architectural philosophy and approach to design.

I hope that this document wvill help clarify the project's
philosophy of design and set a clear direction for those
responsible to President Clinton for carrying out this design task

in the highest and best manner possible.

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
November 20, 1995
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SECTION 1

HISTORY COMPLETES VISION OF THE WHITE HOUSE

THE PLAN THAT WILL UNITE THE WHITE HOUSE & LAFAYETTE PARK

INDEX

.
1.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.
VIII.

SECTION H

FORWARD

INTRODUCTION

REQUIREMENTS AND FUNCTIONS

THE ROLE OF HISTORY

DESIGNING IN HISTORIC CONTEXT
DEFINING PROJECT BOUNDARIES
THE PLAN THAT UNITES

BASIC AND ALTERNATE CONCEPTS
ARRIVING AT THE BEST SOLUTIONS
DESIGNING THE OUTER BOUNDARIES

THE DESIGN MUST RELATE TO OUR HISTORY

INDEX

l.
1.
1.
V.
V.

V1.

PREFACE

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

HISTORICAL PLAN OP THE NATION'S CAPITAL
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF THE WHITE HOUSE
HISTORY AND IMPACT OF ARCHITECTURAL STYLE
HISTORY OF LAFAYETTE SQUARE
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VII.
VIII.

SECTION I1I

HISTORY OF LAFAYETTE SQUARE PARK
SYMBOLISM OF THE WHITE HOUSE
THE IMPACT OF CONTEXTUAL DESIGN ON ARCHITECTURE

THE FUTURE OF THE WHITE HOUSE

INDEX

VI.

LOOKING BACK TO SEE THE FUTURE OF THE PRESIDENT'S HOME
AND WORK PLACE

SECURITY - LOOKING BACK TO SEE AHEAD

THE NEEDS OF THE WHITE HOUSE ARE SLOW IN EMERGING
LOOKING FAR INTO THE FUTURE

MONUMENTALITY BRINGS STERILITY

FUTURE OF THE WHITE HOUSE — PRESIDENT CLINTON'S DESIRE
FOR PUBLIC ACCESS CAN BE OBTAINED WITH A VISION OF

ARCHITECTURE THAT WILL GREATLY INCREASE THE NUMBER OF
VISITORS TO VIEW THE WHITE HOUSE
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. Arlington Hotel.
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_ Treasury Department.

State, War and Navy Departments.
Lord Ashburton ; Sir Bulwer Lytton.
*“ The Court Church ”—St. John’s.
John Hay, historian and poet.
Henry Adams, author.

- Thomas Ritchie; John Slidell,

Daniel Webster ; William W. Corcoran.

. Admiral Shubrick, and others.
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. Col. W. H. Philip.

Peter Parker, Minister to China; Wil-
liam E. Curtis, Chief of All-Americas
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Commodore Morris.
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. William Windom, Secretary of the

Treasury.
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. He_errl%r/]'CIa ; John C. Calhoun; Wash-

ington Club; William H. Seward;
James G. Blaine.
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emment, trying to hold down Inflation, dis-
courages the heavy outlays of capital needed
to build hotels. And some officials say pri-
vately that they would rather limit tourist
facilities to those who can afford to spend
a lot, instead of opening up the country to
crowds of people who spend relatively little
per person.
NIGHTMARE IN ITALT

If the British are reluctant to build new
hotels, the Italians are running them a close
second. Italy's shortage of hotel rooms now
is estimated by the government at 127,000.
Rome alone needs a minimum of 3,000 more
rooms to handle the demand expected in the
next 3 years. Yet, when one American com-
pany wanted to build a modern hotel In
Rome, it was balked by opposition from
Italian hotel owners.

Hotel building la Italy is being done
nainly because of prodding by the Govern-
nent. Loans to aid in building 192 hotels
;ith 7.500 rooms are being made from the
.-..blic purse. Whether they will be built
in time to take care of the expected crush
of tourists remains to be seen. There were
13,000 hotel rooms in Rome In 1949. There
are only 14,000 today.

HOPE IN GERMANY

It is a different story In Germany. Only
In that country do you find hotel building
anywhere near adequate for the numbers of
tourists. There were 485,000 hotel beds in
1938 in the area that now constitutes West
Germany. In 1947, with most of the coun-
try In wreckage as a result of the war, hotel
beds were down to 134,000. Today, there
are 550,000.

It's still difficult to find hotel space during
the height of the tourist season In Germany.
But German officials expect new construc-
tion to match the 10 percent Increase In the
number of tourists expected over the next
5 years, after which the tourist boom is
expected to level off.

A SOLUTION?

One possible answer to the hotel shortage
In Europe—roadside motels—is only begin-
ning to be explored. Italy as 82 built or
planned, but there are only 8 In Britain, 3
In France and none in Germany. They are
just as hard to find In the other countries.

Luxury hotels, built by American com-
panies, are sprouting here and there in the
European c.apitals. London has one and Ma-
drid has another. Still others are planned
for Berlin, Athens, Rome, Vienna, London,
and an as-yet-undesignated city in Scotland.
But the space they will provide will not
go very far In relieving the acute shortage
of hotel rooms American tourists are to
encounter in Europe from no'w on.

The Businessman Abroad
(By Ralph T. Reed)

Foreign trade and investment promote se-
curity and prosperity at home.

These words have the agreem.ent today of
almost all broad-thinking men of affairs.
The extent of our overseas business and
investment hears testimony to its Importance
where all Americans are concerned.

One form of International trade that has
undergone a great growth in recent years,
and has become vitally important for several
reasons, is international tourism. Perhaps
it may surprise some to think of tourism
as a form of trade, but in reality it is a
vast, diversified industry. Involving many
necessary functions and many separate areas
of business activity.

Most important, though, international
tourism plays a significant role in promoting
America’s security and prosperity.

This year alone It is expected that the
United States tourist will spend upwards of
last year's $1.2 hlUion In foreign cai'riers.
These expenditures are enough to pay for
almost a tenth of all the merchandise we
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sell to these countries. They are equivalent
to about 12 percent of the revenue secured
by overseas nations from imports coming
Into the United States.

Meanwhile, we hear almost daily of new
developments which should have startling
effects on the coming development of in-
ternational travel—assuming a degree of
world stability. ) i i i

With transportation improving so rapidly,
a weekend In Jamaica or weekend in Europe
can become an active reality for many
tourists. Many other resort and travel areas,
before restricted to the traveler with a
month or two to spend, will soon he open to
the 2- and 3-week vacationist. And much
of the time which he now spends getting to
these areas he will then enjoy in them.

It should not be forgotten that the bil-
lions thus spent abroad are not aid dollars.
Rather they are voluntary consumer ex-
penditures in the open market—value given
for value.

eetter form op aid

While direct United States aid continues
to be a necessity in certain areas, we can all
agree that this kind of free functioning of
economic demand and supply through
tourism is a far superior form of dollar
stimulation for any nation today. It's a
healthy sign when the one can replace the
other. The benefiting nations develop a
greater self-sufficiency and initiative from
such revenue, secujed through their individ-
ual efforts. The revenue itself moves
quicker and more spontaneously into com-
mercial channels.

For every American businessman, this
means a lot. It means more dollars for the
purchase of Amejrican exports. It means
Increased capital investment in local in-
dustry abroad. It means greater demand
for American goods overseas, and for for-
eign goods by our returning travelers.

Put in anotlier way. travel dollars have a
wp.y of returning heme as trade dollars.

There Is a second major factor involved.
Everyone has heard the old saying that
“ideas seldom respect the boundary lines of
nations.” This has never been more true
than today.

Ideas in this age move with the speed of
sound—Ilitei-ally. In the course of a very
few yeai's, the mass communications medi-
ums have become an intimate part of our
daily lives and the lives of millions around
the globe.

Among other effects, this condition has
stimulated a tremeridous curiosity through-
out the world about America and American
values. Our uniquely high standard of liv-
ing, as well as our traditions of liberty, cause
intense interest In many quarters which used
to have only a vague curiosity. Among some
we find misconceptions about our country;
among others even some antagonism. But
we never find lack of interest. ;

One might say that we suddenly find our-
selves on stage, under a world spotlight, ;
being asked to explain the values we live and ,
work by.

Under such circumstances, our words and j
actions as American businessmen have a*
close connection with our country’s future )
well-being. For better or worse, we bear a’
very considerable responsibility. ;

There are significant signs that this proh- +
lem of communicating America’s aims to our ;
friends and business colleagues abroad is
today receiving the attention it deserves..
Recently, President Elsenhoiver called a'
meeting in the 'White House of 60 Americans, i
representing all phases of business, pro-*
fessioual, artistic, and religious life, to de-
velop a program of intensified people to peo-
ple contacts with our friends abroad, with
a vlev/ to telling our story more effectively
wherever misunderstandings exist.

Witii all the tremendous powers of the
mass communications mediums today. It's a
reassuring fact that the most effective means.;

Filed 11/17/25

Page 292 of 313

A6183

of communicating our values and principles
to others continues to he through casual
conversations between one Individual and
another. The American tourist abroad Is
given constant opportunities to talk with
citizens of countries he’s visiting.

In general. American tourists seem to have
been doing a far more effective job of making
friends abroad than they're given credit for.
This particularly applies to representatives
of United States companies traveling abroad
professionally.

The American businessman is 'usually suc-
cessful in establishing very friendly and per-
sonal reiatlonships with his opposite number
abroad. Meeting on the familiar grounds of
commercial operations, he can show most
clearly his ability to give and take, to respect
the other man’s point of view, to work out a
relationship that benefits both parties. Such
contacts do more than anything to eliminate
tne false notions of American business which
still linger. .

But, of course, the volume of business
travel abroad has Its limits. There are many
other groups whose numerical strength Is far
greater and whose help Is vital In building

proper respect for the values of a free
society.

Student travel Is one of the best forms of
Insurance we have against future stagnation
of the mind. These young people are the
best of our country. 'We want them to travel
more, and we Want students of other govern-
ment groups to encourage exchange.

PROPER welcome HERE

Travel by foreigners to our own country Is
a subject which only recently has begun to
receive the attention it deserves. "While ex-
change harriers In many countries limit at
present the volume of such travel, there is
much effective work which can he done to
publicize the attractions of the United States
abroad to those who can travel. We can
also make sure that these friends from
abroad are given a proper welcome when they
get here.

Finally, and most _important, we should at
all times keep In mind’ that we are out not

only to build long-range overseas markets
and sources of supplies for ourselves alone,
but we are out for the strictly humanitarian
motive of developing and increasing the gen-
eral welfare of everyone everywhere. With
these motives in mind, we will find that
intercontinental travel and trade appear to
be just about the best insurance we have
against another form of Intercontinental ex-
change—the Intercontinental missile.

The Lease-Purchase Building Program
Will Cost $750 Million More Than
Direct Appropriation Method, and Will
Destroy Historic Lafayette Park

EXTENSION OP REMARKS
oP

HON. FRANK THOMPSON, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 12,1957

Mr. THOMPSON of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | testified before the Subcom-
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds
of the House Committee on Public 'Works
on February 28 this year in support of
an amendment to H. R. 4660 which pro-
vided ways and means for building bet-
ter and more efficient public buildings.
H. R. 4660 is now before the House as
S. 2261 as amended.
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It is my belief that the Federal Gov-
ernment should take as much care in
building its public buildings as private
industry does. | do not think that the
same care and planning is going into
Federal bU|Id|n?s as goes into, say, any
of the great buildings bping built in New
York City and other cities throughout
the country,

I have been concerned, as have others,
about the lack of any building under the
lease-purchase program. One hundred
and forty-six buildings have been ap-
proved by the Public Works Committees
of the Senate and House for construction
imder the lease-purchase program, yet
today only 1 building is under construc-
tion after 3 years. Surely 3 years is long
enough to demonstrate the worth of a

prc_i%ram.
1 ere has been a great deal of talk
about economy"' yet here is the adminis-
tration recommending a construction
program—the lease-purchase program—
which costs the taxpayers at least 75
Be_rce_nt more per building than the same

uilding would cost under the method
of direct appropriation. This is due
to the higher interest rate and the
payment of taxes on Federal buildings
constructed through lease purchase.
This policy is unwise, unsound, and is a
departure from all previoiis policy of the
Federal Government.

The chairman of the Subcommittee on
Public Buildings and Grounds, the gen-
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Jones],
pointed out in a speech he made on this
floor on Friday, July 19, that—

An analysis made by the General Account-
ing Office at my request shows that the lease-
purchase program for the 146 projects ap-
proved by the congressional committees
wouid cost more than $750 million—that is
right; three-fourths of a billion dollars—in
excess of what the cost would be under the
direct appropriation method. Those are the
GAO figures.

There has been a great deal of talk
about economy by various Members of
this body, but it seems to me that right
here is one place to begin economizing
and it is for this very reason of economy
that 1 strongﬂy support S. 2261 as re-
ported by the Committee on Public
Works of the House of Representatives.

I frankly do not see how we can go
back to our districts and justify our sup-
port of a lease-purchase program that
will cost such enormous and unjustified
sums in interest.

The bill reported by the House Public
mWorks Committee with amendments, S.
2261, provides that all of the projects
approved under lease-purchase shall go
forward under direct appropriation with
the exception of six buildings in the
District of Columbia and a post office
building in Illinois. One of these six
buildings. Federal Office Building No. 7,
General Services Prospectus No. 3-DC-
05, planned for the west side of Lafayette
Park in the area bounded by 17th Street,
Pennsylvania Avenue, Jackson Place,
and H Street should, I think, be given
much more thought than has been given
it so far by the Executive agencies in-
volved, particularly the General Services
Administration and the President’s Ad-
visory Commission on Presidential Office
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Space. Many distinguished civic and
cultural leaders, architects and others
have suggested that this Federal office
building be confined to the 17th Street.
Pennsylvania Avenue, and H Street sides
of Square 167 and | happen to think and
believe that this is a really excellent solu-
tion of the matter, since it would leave
historic Jackson Place undisturbed.

I am, therefore, considering offerin
the following amendments to S. 226
when it is under active consideration on
the floor of this House in the hope that
it will lead to a second look and a more
constructive—and less  destructive—
building plan being put forward by the
General Services Administration. Espe-
cially, 1 feel, will this be so if the Public
Works Committees of the Senate and
House are given an opportunity to go
over the plans for this building again.

Amendments to S. 2261, as Reported

Page 9. strike out the following: “Federal
Office Building—FOB No. 7—(Veterans' Ad-
ministration) , 3-DC-05.”

Page 12, line 3, after “1954." insert the
following; “other than the project known as
Federal Office Building—FOB No. 7—(Vet-
erans’ Administration) which has the Gen-
§[E>IC§8E.IJ'CES Administration Prospectus No.

Page 13. Imedlately after line 7, insert
the following:

“Sec. 5. The Administrator of General
Services shall make such Improvements,
alterations, additions, and repairs to the old
State Department Building situated on the
southeast corner of the intersection of
Seventeenth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue
NW., Washington, D. C,, as may be necessary
to make such building suitable for use as an
office building by the President of the United
States, except that no such improvements,
alterations, or repairs shall materially alter
the appearance of the exterior of such build-
ing. No appropriation shall be made for
any Improvement, alteration, addition, or re-
pair authorized by this section if it has not
been first approved by resolutions adopted
by the Committee on Public Works of the
Senate and of the House of Representatives,
respectively, submitted in accordance with
subsection (b) of the first section of the aot
entitled ‘An act to provide for the construc-
tion of certain public buildings, and for

other rposes,” approved May 5, 1926, as
amendgcllj.‘p pprov Y

These amendments would remove this
Federal office building—FOB No. 7—
from the list of buildings which the
reported bill S. 2261 would permit to be
constructed under the lease-purchase
program and exempts it from the provi-
sion approving for construction by di-
rect appropriation all buildings hereto-
fore approved for construction under the
lea.se-purchase program. Further, they
add a new section authorizing the Ad-
ministrator of General Services Admin-
istration to alter, repair, and otherwise
modernize the old State Department
Building w'ithout altering its exterior ap-
pearance in order to make it suitable for
an office building, and with the added
requirement that the plans for such ren-
ovation and reconstruction be submitted
to the Committees on Public Works of
the Senate and House. This building
can, of course, be built by the direct ap-
propriation method imder my amend-
ments if it is resubmitted to the Public
Works Committees of the Congress and
approved by them.

Filed 11/17/25
JNDIX

Page 293 of 313
July 81

Language was written into the inde-
pendent offices appropriation bill pre-
venting the General Services Adminis-
tration from using any of its funds dur-
ing the current fiscal year for the prep-
aration of drawings and specifications,
the acquisition of sites, or the design,
planning, construction, or development
of plans for a Federal office building at
the west side of Lafayette Park which
has been recommended to the Congress
for housing an expanded White House
office staff. The plans for this building
have not been definitely formulated and
it was felt that there was no need for
the Government to take over at this
time the national headquarters of the
National Grange and otherwise ‘proceec
to take irretrievable steps to alter be
yond recognition one of the histori
sites of the Nation without givi""
thought to the many important values
involved.

The expansion of the White House
offices also calls for razing the historic
State, War, Navy Building, and there is
a blazing controversy ?oin on over this
proposal also. 1 would like to include
at this point some newspaper articles
which will delineate this controversy for
us;

[From the Washington Post and 'Times

Herald of March 2,1957]

Plan Offered To Save Homes of Lafatette

Square—National 'TatisT Suggests Re-

toring Historic Sites as Blair House

nnex
(By Jean White)

The Government was called upon yester-
day to restore the old spirit of Lafayette
Square when once-elegant homes along his-
toric Jackson Place are razed.

To clear way for a $27.4 million office
building, the Government has taken title
to 9 parcels of property along the street
flanking the west side of Lafayette Square.
Decatur, Blair, and Blair-Lee Houses would
gaeidspared in the block, the Government

Yesterday Richard H. Howland, president
of the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, urged that several of the mid-19th-
century mansions also be saved. These, he
said, could be worked into the design of the
new buliding.

If restored, several houses at the south
end of Jackson Place, he wrote members of
the group, could serve as a much-needed
bedroom annex to Blair House, Just around
the corner on Pennsylvania Avenue.

And architecturaly, he emphasized, the
restored mansions would be an effective
counterpart to Decatur House, at the other
enq of the block, a generation earlier in
style.

'The trust decided earlier not to protest
the Government plan since Jackson Place
already had lost several of the mansions from
its day of elegance as one of the Capital’s
great residential streets. Three houses were
gch%juled for demolition for a private office

uilding.

Howland said the trust will urge that the
new building's facade on Jackson Place re-
flect the original concept of Lafayette
Square. 'This side, he said, should be com-
%rgsbele in height and texture to Decatur

The trust also has its own personal prob-
lems with the Government move, Howland
pointed out. It will have to move from its
headquarters at 712 Jackson Place by May
1 to escape paying Government rent retro-
active to January 25.
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“We would like to receive a well-located
historic or architecturally significant prop-
erty in tile Capital as a gift,” Howland'wrote.

IProm the Washington Post and Times
Herald of March 15. 1957]
Lafayette Square Plan Offered
A Washington architect recommended yes-
terday that the residential aspect of Jack-
sou Place NW. be preserved in planning-

Government olBce structures in the block.

Frederick Gutheim, of Dickerson, Md.,
writing in the current Issue of Progressive
Architecture, said this would be the best
solution in trying to preserve the once fash-
ionable street and yet answer pressing de-
mands from the White House and its
agencies for more working space.

.Gutheim said “tall office buildings that
have been allow'ed to intrude on Jackson
Place could be replaced with structures in
residential scale.” However, he said, "'suit-
able private organizations such as the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation, .should
be permitted to occupy these structures.

One such structure might serve as an
official residence for the Vice President, he
suggested.

The Government is planning to build a
$27-milllon office building in a block bounded
by Jackson, Pennsylvania Avenue, and 17th
and H Streets NW, All existing building.i
except Blair and Biair-Lee House and De-
catur House, would be torn down.

Gutheim said a “frankly utilitarian struc-
ture—about all we can expect of Federal
building in these preoccupied and unin-
spired days—could be allowed" on the 17th
Street side.

As Gutheim saw it the pressures for the
Government office building stem from the
White House organization and its vast ex-
pansion by the Eisenhower administration.

A staff expansion of unprecedented mag-
nitude was required by the Eisenhower way
of doing business at SHAEF headquarters
during World War Il and at N.\TO, according
to Gutheim.

[From the Washington Evening Star of
May 27, 1957]
Two Speak Up To Save State-War Building

The two House Members of a Presidential
Commission named to find more White
House office space are set against razing the
old State-War-Navy Building.

Representatives Smith, Democrat of Vir-
ginia, and McGregor, Republican of Ohio,
both oppose a majority report of the com-
mission to replace the landmark.

They are bound to win powerful support
In the economy-minded House, whose
Speaker Rayburn also has spoken out against

nYdaffort to obtain funds to tear down the

utlding.

The Commission report is at the printers,
Robert V. Fleming, -who heads the 7-man
group, said. It is expected to be made public
by the White House next Monday.

others favor demolition

All the other Commission members were
understood to favor demolishing the 19th
century structure at 17th Street and Penn-
sylvania Avenue, NW.

But the House Representatives signed the
majority report only after razing was ap-
proved “when economically and financially
feasible,” it was learned.

“I feel that at this time it Is not economi-
cally feasible to tear the building down,”
Representative McGregor said. He esti-
mated razing costs at $6 million.

Though he said he recognized the cramped
quarters at the White House were deplor-
able, he also stressed that Congress must
call a halt to expanding executive staffs.

"If we keep giving space to White House
emploj’ees, | have the feeling that the execu-
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tive branch will keep hunting people to fill
it, he added.

historical value defended

Representative Smith, intere.sted in the
historical value of the old building, said,
w'lt w'ould be a shame to tear It down."

Many architects defend the granite struc-
ture with its elaborate cornices and chim-
neys, while others .scorn it, he noted. But
he .said it represented a period of American
architecture that might well be maintained.

Mr. Fleming declined comment on the
Commission report, or on his own personal
view of the old State controversy.

But he was understood to favor replace-
ment along with other Commission mem-

bers, Senators Chavez. Democrat of New
Mexico: and Hhuska, Republican of Ne-
braska; General ~Services Administrator

Franklin G. Floete and Douglas WIlUam Orr,
New Haven, Conn., architect.

What are the historic values involved,
it may be asked? They are set forth in
Public Law 292, 74th Congress, approved
August 21, 1935, known as the Historic
Sites Act. “That it is hereby declared
that it is a national policy to preserve
for public use historic sites, buildings
and objects of national significance for
the inspiration and benefit of the people
of the United States.”

These then are the values that are in-
volved, and our national policy regard-
ing them is clear.

I sponsored legislation in the 84th
Congress aﬁpropriating funds to com-
plete the historic buildings and sites
survey authorized in the Historic Sites
Act of 1935. Shortly thereafter Depart-
ment of the Interior officials advised me
they would request funds for this purpose
in their budget if 1 would not insist on
my own measures. They were true to
their word and | am glad that the Con-
gress appropriated $139,265 for the sur-
vey of historic American buildings, and
$92,930 for a survey of historic sites as
requested in the Interior Department
appropriation bill for 1958.

The Director of the National Park
Service, Conrad L. Wirth. advised me
under date of July 19 as follows:

Now that the Department's request for
funds for the current fiscal year has been
approved, we are turning our attention to
the immediate task of organizing personnel
and procedures for the nationwide study {of
historic buildings and sites). In view of the
task ahead, and the great interest through-
out the country in historical conservation,
we are anxious to start the survey as soon
as po.ssible. We appreciate your interest in
the preservation of our Nation’s important
historic sites.

I include at this point for the informa-
tion of my colleagues some of the cor-
respondence | have received as to the
importance of the White Hou.se-Lafa-
yette Park area:

United States
Department of the Interior,
N.ational Park Service.
Washington, D. C,, April 1, 1957.
Hon. Prank Thompson, Jr.,
House of Representatives.
Washuigton, D. C.
Dear Mb. Thompson: We have read with
interest the mimeographed statement issued
from your office for release on April 21, bear-
ing on the question of a new Federal office
building in the vicinity of the 'White House
for use of the executive department, which
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was enclosed with your letters of April 22
and 24.

ITour efforts in behalf of historic preser-
vation throughout the country and here in
the Nation's Capital have been helpful and
we appreciate your strong Interest in this
subject. We are taking cognizance of the
fact that you are concerned over the pros-
pect that the historic .setting of the White
House and its immediate environs may be
drastically changed by the construction of
new Federal office buildings.

AS you know, the National Park Service
plans to make a study under the Historic
Sites Act of 1935 regarding the several sites
you mention provided funds therefor are
made available. It would therefore appear
proper, as you have done, to call the atten-
tion of Mr. Fleming, Chairman of the Presi-
dential Commission, to the act and to the
policy it establishes.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Conrad L. Wi|5ItlhéCt0r

United States
Department of the Interior.
Office op the Sbcretart,
Washington, D. C., May 13, 1957.
Hon. Prank Thompson. Jr.,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

Dear. 5lr. Thompson: Two press releases
issued from your office on April 21 and 26
have been reviewed as you requested.

Your continuing interest In the preserva-
tion of historic structures is appreciated.
We note from the two releases that you have
quite properly communicated your views re-
garding the problem of providing additional
office space In the vicinity of the White
House for use of the executive department
to the President's Advisory Commission on
Presidential Office Space.

As we advised you in our letter of April
8, 1957. the National Park Service shortly
after July 1. 1957, proposes to undertake a
study of the historical and architectural
significance of buildings in the vicinity of
the White House provided funds requested
in the President’s budget for the resumption
of the Historic Sites Survey are appropri-
ated by the Congress.

The proposed resumption of the Historic
Sites Survey is an important facet of the
comprehensive mission 66 program of the
National Park Service which, as you know%
was submitted to Congress last year with the
strong support of the President and the
Department of the Interior. This is but one
indication of this administration’s continu-
ing interest in the conservation and protec-
tion of historic structures and areas through-
out the Nation. Among the historic areas
of the National Park system established
since January 1953 are the Edison Laboratory
National Monument and the Edison Home
Historic Site in New Jersey; Chimney Rock
National Historic Site, Nebraska; Fort Union
National Monument, New Mexico; Cumber-
land Gap National Historical Park, Ken-
tucky-Tennessee-'Virginia; Fort Vancouver
National Monument, Washington: Golden
Spike National Hi.storlc Site, Utah; and
||3nde endence National Historical Park,

ennsylvania.

Sincerely yours,
Hatfield Chilson,
Acting Secretary of the Interior.

I think the Congress was thoroughly
.iustlfled in denying funds to the General
Services Administration to proceed with
its plans for a great office building at
the west side of Lafayette Park.

Clearly, the language of the Historic
Sites Act of 1935 is explicit and requires
the preservation of both historic build-
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ings, and sites, and both buildings and
sites are involved in the White House-
Lafayette Park area. )

The report of the President’s Advisory
Commission on Presidential Office Space
makes no mention of the historic values
involved in the area. 3%he Chairman of
the Commission, Robert V. Fleming,
wrote me under date of May 14, 1957, in
part as follows;

The Commission was Informed that no
historical survey of the area under discus-
sion could be developed before June 2, 1957.
Consequently, the only alternative to sub-
mitting a report when due would be to, ex-
tend the date for the Commission's repbrt.

As you have noted, the time tor the Com-
mission's report has once been extended.
The purpose of the extension however was to
permit all members of the Commission to
participate in the deliberations.

Yet the report of the President's Ad-

visory Commission on Presidential Of-
fice Space, which the President sent to
the Congress on July 17, calls for the
building of a huge office building at the
v/est end of Lafayette Park and thus sup-
ports_ the position of the General Services
Administration.
1 At the same time, the Commission
recommends the razing of the historic
State, War, Navy building located on the
northeast corner of 17th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., and its re-
placement by a modern office building.

The Washington Post of June 4 re-
ported that the distinguished Speaker of
this House, the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. Rayburn! was one of the tradition-
alists who were rallying to defend the
historic State, War. and Navy Building
and that newspaper reported an inter-
view which one of its reporters had with
the Speaker on April 10. The Speaker
was quoted as saying he was “very much
opposed” to tearing this landmark down,
and that if the State, War, Navy Build-
ing “doesn’t suit them on the inside, then
they can do as they did at the White
House” and that he would oppose any
efforts to obtain congressional funds for
the purpose of building a replacement.

September 6 this year is being pro-
claimed as Lafayette Day, for it marks
the 200th anniversary of the birth of the
Marquis de Lafayette, the great French
general who fought v/ith the American
colonists against the British in the War
of Independence.

Americans will alw'ays remember La-
fayette for the freedom he helped to
bring to this countr%/, and for the free-
dom he fought so ably to establish. He
will be revered and remembered by all
who cheri.sh our country and have expe-
rienced_ its blessings of liberty and
prosperity.

Now might be a singularly appropri-
ate time to thinlr of ways to preserve
and maintain the historic park which is
named in his honor.

Every city, but particularly the Na-
tion’s Capital, should set apart certain
old houses, certain breathing spaces in
the form of parks, and so on, to show
the more Impressionable teen-agers that
American life does not consist merely of
gasoline stations, the drive-in diner, and
the second-hand car park.

Fifty million visits were made to his-
toric sites and buildings open to the pub-
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lic in 1956. 1 am informed that officials
of the National Park Service believe there
will be at least 80 million such visits a
year by 1986. This is the depth of the
feeling Americans have for their historic
past, and | am convinced that all reason-
able steps must be taken to preserve our
great heritage.

At the centennial convention of the
American Institute of Architects the edi-
tor of the Atlantic Monthly magazine,
Edward A. Weeks, Jr., spoke movingly of
the need for the preservation of our his-
toric past. He declared that—

In a State like Virginia, preservation has .

become a fine art. In WiHiarasburg where
every fence rail and Kleenex carries the arms
of WIlllLam and Mary: and in the gracious
houses along the James; Westover, Stratford,
Shirley, a;id Berkeley Hundred—it is so easy
for the 20ch century to imagine the grace
and the quality of colonial America. One is
grateful for the care which has kept these
shrines alive.

Let US in this House be mindful of our .

heritage and be always careful to pre-
serve It in order that our children and
our children’s children may be grateful
for the care which we have taken to keep
our shrines aiive.

Our Legislative Body ia' tfee Far Pacific
EXTENSION OP REMARKS
OF

HON. BARRATT O’HARA

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI'VES

Monday, July 29, 1957

Mr. O'HARA of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er. the most faiflung legislative body
convening under the Stars and Stripes
is that of Guam, :and it has been a
happy circumstance that visits to Wash-
ington of _the distinguished and ahle
Speaker of the Gi“am Legislature, the
Honorable A. B. 7on Pat, and other
members of the bO' y over which he pre-
sides have brough' " us in the Congress
in close personal Association with™ our
fellow lawmakers fho maintain repre-
sentative government on an island thou-
sands of miles awdy on the highest of
American legislatlvfe standards. It was
a privilege and a pleasm-e, as well as
w'orking to mutual advantage, to have
with us during the “arly months of the
session Speaker Wo i Pat and the Hon-
orable J. A. Perez and the Honorable
J. C. Arriola, members of the Guam
Legislature. 1 am sure | am expressing
the sentiment of tle House in saying
that we were most lappy to have them
wath us and that _indeed they won a
place in our hearts.i

As a member oi| the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, | totik an especial inter-
est in the visit of oti- fellow lawmakers
Kom Guam becausd the success of .the

merican legislative fcystem on that far-
flung island is boi to have healthy
repercussions in the inking of the peo-
pies in the Pacific [rea. My heartiest
congratulations to Ipeaker ‘Won Pat,
Representatives Pen and Arriola, and
their colleagues on tl  splendid Job they
are doing.
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I am extending my remarks to include
Resolution 168 of the Fourth Guam Leg-
islature, a copy of which has been sent
me with the certification of Speaker Won
Pat and the legislative secretary, V. B.
Bamba. | appreciate the graciousness
of our good friend® who make the laws
of Guam. The resolution follows:

Re301id;lon 163

Resolution, relative tO expressing the grati-
tude and sincere aﬂpreciation of the peo-
ple of Guam to the Honorable Barr-tt
O'Hara, RepresentiAive from lllinois, for
his sympathetic Interest In their problems
and his gracious an|l cooperative reception
oP their%epresenta?’uves p P
Be it resolved by ~lie Legislature of the

f Territory of Guam:
Whereas at the direction of this leglsla-
* ture, the Honorables A. B. Won Pat, speaker;
J. A. Perez, and J. C_Arrigla proceed to the
Nation’s Capitol at Washington, D. C., for
j the purpose of conferring with Government
] and congressional leaders about the prob-
lems of Guam; and
Whereas the Hondrable Bahratt O'Hara
graciously gave his time and sympathetic
Interest In the understanding of the prob-
lems confronting this Territory: Now, there-
fore, be it
Resolved, That this legislature does hereby
express to the Honorable Baeratt O'Hara
" the gratitude and sincere appreciation of the
people of Guam for his sympathetic Interest
in their problems ahd his gracious and co-
operative reception df their representatives;
and be it further
Resolved, That th” speaker certify to and
the legislative secretii-y attest the adoption
hereof and that copies of thd same be there-
after transmitted to the Honorable Baeeatt
O'Hara. Representative from Illinois, and
to the Governor of Guam.

Belgium Honors American for Trade Fair
Assistance

EXTENSION OP REMARKS
HON. B. CARROLL REECE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATtVES

Wednesday, July 31, 1957

Mr. REECE of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, over many years. Col. John D. Harti-
gan has served the United States and its
agencies with distinction in many ca-
ﬁacities, but more resently Mr. Hartigan

as been adviser to the State Depart-

ment on United States participation in
the Brussels Univeisal and Interna-
tional Exposition. ,

As a result of his weak in this capacity,
he has been signally! honored by Bel-
gium by being deedrated Offleier de
I’Ordre de la Couroni*, and in this con-
nection | wish to place in the Record
an article from the ~Christian Science
Monitor of JuP/ 23, 1957.

The article follows:-

Eelgiuai Honors AIrERIdAN for Trade Fair
ssistance
Washinoton—John D." Hartigan, former
adviser to the League of Nations and the
United States Department of State, has been
decorated Officier de I'Ordre de la Couronne
by Belgium. The award was made July 11
at the Belgian Embassay by Ambassador
Baron Silvercruys. in recognition of Mr. Har-
tigan’s contributions to the field of inter-

national expositions and trade fairs.



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF  Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 296 of 313

ZiAN TN n f-
cwh cCwo-X'-" A-V-A-t)yr*<U ir|-

(P N jXjul, (XN~ A

N C<BYLXAWXVI, T A X gt i«LAEMAX O, jAdi - <jIx<-ckM

L>  iNiU.Vw>"AgXw-vv. h p-\j<j"MNN O-rX, >3/
CCUu™N Mt EAN2N [2v-"v~-"
Loyj-A L iXXcr X
I~ CP JiIMtXx-siL f Xjtt— y
AA>M)f , ., W cLM-w y XX ,))ScenN  ly-i-Ken el
ILcy'fxy. cn 0->X\-  ,  <-Ajij~ >L IH" C)2t,UsX AN NNV
e~ (>-"-Scfeyvly  AXctXAyyyy '
-rvVju.un [CitvU2 te* ><tANTV
/
hXa” X\"-A <>-< 1\ xJ'v»
L<ru<h
BTSN <N NWVASNAVA - [2MeLU_itjLLo-Y-,
‘19 \>-<XVA_ iltTVVIL. c'wyL
w) AJ-w"f-*Alvyit Xo- A>N iX-i'wi .

|}"-®-<,ernyv"\>vV."-<"CO"V‘.<I"

"NeXsLA ¢A-X



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF  Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 297 of 313

O-gL™
/ A TFIC w: - O <71
ritrT.A, . ———-
"' NetU e N /\
N ~ 1N '3 AU-rvAA-, I 1
Ktn™" , n " tt ~

(LN AN —F-V 1



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF

AN N fl e, yMU

N Nr NMe,, N--v—-Vi.

Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 298 of 313

datv-v>U *N

Ner™s CIN

N N UNMA-UN U
y «d ol --> ~.,-C™ - -
o >N N 4y,
U ) | | 'A'.O »«
XA, 2N >\ L 'P 4 Ji wWISCA L wawpty>. .00t *vA.+ O tIN
£4.KJ 7™MM.7.6j *<, SA 1 & AV %N
ARt CX? UASH, A | V0.0'j <8 ~irti> CAV
4, C2AANL 4y J%3 U P. is I t.
IN"Kt-t——>» -t Nj
<ZI< tu—., CcT' V
(/FLm~™ ™ tp'rMMrex -w-whA-N *EIEJLEAr-f-- N B Uu-A<yC,



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF  Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 299 of 313

~ ot E PN

THH .
["litwrs;. C<,./v
/y}/ U AN /20" eL«. 1N tifs. ila; ™ ™M * «M<i» >y ("tO
Oi-M-" o “TU-"aXANAJUN TKFAN t- U->nN e *e

47N 4 6,9<” gte>ur»
i%"*s C/ -2,

' ARty
jANN [q.3fc'3-<-* 2T,
AXjI-AN xS — O~ i, JUNUaJ?L. Ot-NEL*4N A
UvuJdn . Nr' O

ojr-'

Vi



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF  Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 300 of 313

al . (I ' ’ >"_a.

1 r_.l II
-sAissfer-"W-L/ ..!
A A Al
' A" ‘n'm
Sf«t
- % *
I\
o — T e N m-E'R * ! /A"
B#i

':;A:;.-A.|A;'-.-A

fimr*hM-r I'Witifea
3PT.- '

Fig. 8.-Undated manuscript sheet, £. 1800, showing surveyor’s notes for laying out
streets and blocks around the President’s House and Park.



Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF Document 7-17  Filed 11/17/25 Page 301 of 313

In 1790 George Washington defined the 10 square mile limits of the city in his
original plan for the Nation's Capital. While the site for the President's house and
grounds was adopted according to the L'Enfant plan of 1791, it was the Ellicott plan
of 1792 that was finally adopted by the District Commissioners for the city as a
whole. Thus when the capital was establis .ed in the city of Washington, the site of
Lafayette Park was included in the aria known as the President's House and

President's Park. This entire area extended from 15th to 17th Streets, Northwest,
and from H Street in the north to the Potomac River on the south.* Pennsylvania

Avenue was not cut through and Jackson nd Madison Places did not exist.® It was

under the Jefferson administration that ti.e extent of Lafayette Square was defined
and set at its present day limits.” Today the dimensions of Lafayette Park and the

immediate surrounding areas are as follows: (1E) Lafayette Park, N to S, 420.67';
E to W, 722.7"; (2) width of sidewalks, S. 22', E, 17','N. I'8', and W, 17'; (3) width
of Madison Place, 40.0"; Jackson Place, 39.4'®

Evolution of term "Lafayette Park.—When Major L'Enfant prepared his plan
for the city of Washington, the Lafayette Square area was a neglected common
devoid of trees. In 1797 a race course was laid out on the west side of the grounds
and extended westward to Twentieth Street. As construction began on the President's
House, workingmen's huts occupied the grounds. When these were removed, a market
place was established there. This was later removed to Pennsylvania Avenue between
7th and 9th Streets, Northwest, eventually becoming the city's Center Market. During
the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, the park area was used for a soldier's
encampment and a center for military musters. During the Civil War, troops guarding
the White House were stationed there.

As noted earlier, little thought was given to the development of the area until its
limits were defined by President Jefferson. In 1824, when General Lafayette made
his historic visit to the Nation's,Capital, the grounds were improved and walks laid
out in the square for the first time. The square was known as the "President's Park"
until 1834 when the term "Lafayette Square™ was used for the first time. This
designation lasted for almost 100 years. Since 1933, when control of the National
Capital Parks was returned to the Department of the Interior, the term "Lafayette
Park™ has been preferred and adhered to by the National Park Service.”

The A. J. Downing plan. —In 1851, when plans were being made for the erection
of a statue to Andrew Jackson in the center of Lafayette Square, the Commissioner
of Public Buildings invited one of the most eminent landscape architects of the day,
Andrew Jackson Downing, of Newburgh, New York, to come to Washington and to
prepare plans for the landscaping of Lafayette Square and other park areas of the
Nation's Capital, in addition to plans for the Mall and the Botanic Gardens. Downing's

®See Figures 6 and 7.

®lIrving C. Root, Superintendent, National Capital Parks, to E. John Long (Washington, June 1, 1949),
in file NCR, 1460/Lafayette Park, #2.

~Caemmerer, op. cit., p. 153. Jefferson, in his notes made on October 8, 1792, in which he refers to
the limits of the President's Square where "asale of lots" had taken place, states: .. .bounded on the W.
by 17th street, N. by H. street, E. by 15th, S. by Dav. Burnes's line (except the two squares 167. & 221.
already established and laid off)___ " Cited by Saul K. Padover (ed.), Thomas Jefferson and the National
Capital (Washington, 1946), p. 304. . . .

Raymond L. Freeman, Assistant Regional Director, Resource Planning, NCR, to Dr. Laszle E.
Acsay (Washington, October 14, 1963), in file NCR, Lafayette Park, D24, 1/1/63—. See Figure 10.

®Root, op. cit. In this paper, the terms "Lafayette Square" and "Lafayette Park" are used inter-

changeably in discussing the history of the area to 1933.
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1. President and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson strolling in Lafayette Park, Frontispiece
July 16, 1964, accompanied by reporters and Secret Service

agents.
2. Lafayette Square in relation to the White House Neighborhood. Vi
3. South front of White House and outline (in white) enclosing limits Xii

of Lafayette Park to the north. Dome of St. Matthew's Cathedral,
scene of the State Funeral Mass on November 25, 1963, for the
late President, John F. Kennedy, appears in upper left.

4. Overlay showing original holdings of patentees with superimposed 2
sketch of the future Washington, according to Dr. Joseph M.
Toner.

5. Sketch showing land holdings of original patentees, 1792. 4

6. Comparative plans of L'Enfant and Ellicott for the Federal City. 5

7. L'Enfant plan of Washington showing restoration of avenues after 6
deletion by Washington and Jefferson.

8. Undated manuscript sheet, c. 1800, showing surveyor's notes for 8
laying out the streets and blocks around the President's House
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9. Park system of the National Capital under jurisdiction of the Na- 9
tional Capital Region.

10. Sketch showing dimensions of Lafayette Park and sidewalks. 10

11. Map of Washington, published in 1818, showing survey by R. King, 11
surveyor of the City of Washington.
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13. Andrew Jackson Downing, landscape architect, who designed the 14

basic landscape plan for Lafayette Park.

14. Earliest sketch, c. 1857, showing Downing plan for landscaping 15
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15. Sketch published 1872-1873 showing Downing plan of Lafayette 16
Square.
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16. Bronze urn placed in Lafayette Park in 1872. 18
17. Park lodge, erected in Lafayette Parkin 1914, to be removed under 22

new development plans of the National Capital Region.

18. A particularly fine specimen of the Soulangeana Magnolia as it
appeared in 1891. Age, disease, and the rigors of winter require
constant replacement of trees and shrubs

19. Final design of Lafayette Square after landscaping by Corps of
Engineers, 1872-1886.

20. Inventory of Lafayette Park, 1929. 27

21. Preliminary sketch plan of Lafayette Park approved by Fine Arts 28
Commission, 1921.

22. Rare photo of memorial to General Andrew Jackson showing the
iron gates which formerly enclosed Lafayette Park.

23. General Charles de Gaulle, accompanied by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, carrying the memorial wreath to be laid at the foot
of the statue to General Lafayette on behalf of the French nation
on April 23, 1960, during the historic visitof the French Presi-
dent to the White House.

24, Statue to General Lafayette and his compatriots in Lafayette Park,
showing memorial wreath laid by General de Gaulle on April 23,

1960.

25. Memorial statue to General Thaddeus Kosciuszko, Polish hero of
the Revolutionary War.

26. Memorial statue to the Comte de Rochambeau, leader of the 36
French Expeditionary Force during the Revolutionary War.

27. Memorial statue to Baron von Steuben, Prussian disciplinarian 38
and Inspector General of the Continental Army.

28. Diagram of Lafayette Park prior to reconditioning of 1936-1937. 40

29. Rare sketch of suggested treatment of Lafayette Park by Commis- 42
sion of Fine Arts, c. 1933, according to Caemmerer.

30. View of Jackson statue, newly installed iron fencing and walks,
looking south toward the White House, September 1936.

31. Lafayette Park, looking east toward Madison Place, showing land-
scape changes, March 1936, and relocation of urns from A to B.
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32. View looking toward St. John's Church (the "Church of the Presi- 45
dents™) and Sixteenth Street, showing relocated urn and workmen
enlarging walks at east or Madison Place entrance to Lafayette
Park, March 1936.

33. View looking northeast from Lafayette Park toward the Dolly 45
Madison house, showing landscaping changes, March 1936.

34. View looking toward Sixteenth Street, showing workmen enlarging 46
and regrading walks and grounds of Lafayette Park, May 1936.

35. Workmen removing topsoil from around trees in Lafayette Park, 46
July 1937.

36. Diagram of new lighting plan for Lafayette Park, January 29, 1936, 47
showing closing of walks at former location of bronze urns.

37. Diagram of Lafayette Park after reconditioning of 1936-1937. 48

38. Development plan of the National Capital Region for Lafayette 49

Park. The original sketch was approved by the late President,
John F. Kennedy, in 1962.

39. Park historian interpreting the significance of the memorial to 50
General Andrew Jackson, during a walking tour of the White
House Neighborhood.

40. Park historian interpreting the significance of the memorial to the 52
Comte de Rochambeau during a walking tour in Lafayette Park.
41. Blair House, scene of the attempted assassination of President 53

Harry S. Truman, on November 1, 1950, being interpreted by a
park historian for a walking group.

42. Mrs. Frederic A. Groves, President-General of the National 54
1Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, planting a
memorial white oak in Lafayette Park, March 17, 1959, as
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Roger C. Ernst, looks on.

43. Dedication of the "Bernard Baruch Bench of Inspiration" by the 54
Boy Scouts of America.

44, Community Art Fair held in Lafayette Park in 1941. View from 56
Madison Place showing Lafayette statue at left.

45. Artist demonstrating her technique during Community Art Fair, 58
June 1942.

46. Exhibit of the work of Naval personnel atthe Art Fair in Lafayette 58
Park, June 1942.

47. Planting plan of Lafayette Park, August 23, 1958. 60

48. Tree replacement plan of Lafayette Park, revised December 15, 61
1958.

49. Planting details of Lafayette Park, December 30, 1958. 62

50. Topography of Lafayette Park, March 1964. 63
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Fig. 3.-South front of White House and outline (in white) enclosing limits of Lafayette Park to the north. Dome of St.
Matthew's Cathedral, scene of the State Funeral Mass on November 25, 1963, for the late President, John F. Kennedy, ap-

pears in upper left.
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SECTION ONE

ADMINISTRATION OF LAFAYETTE PARK

Organization.-~he administration of Lafayette Park, as part of the system of
Public Buildings and Grounds of the Nation's Capital, dates back to 1791. A brief
resume of its legal evolution is considered essential to an understanding of any dis-
cussion of the development of the area.

Congress empowered the President by the Act of July 16, 1790," to appoint
three Commissioners to lay out a district or territory for the permanent seat of the
Government of the United States. It directed the Commissioners to provide suitable
buildings for the Congress, the President and for public offices of the Government.
The district laid out under this authority was named the Terrltory of Columbia; the
Federal City was named the City of Washington.

The Office of the Commissioners was abolished by the Act of May 1, 1802, and
their duties devolved upon a Superintendent of Public Buildings to be appointed by
the President of the United States. Section 5 of the Act of April 29, 1816, abolished
the Office of Superintendent of Public Buildings and his duties devolved upon a
Commissioner of Public Buildings.

When the Department of the Interior was created by the Act of March 3, 1849,
Section 9 provided: "That the supervisory and appellate powers now exercised by
the President of the United States over the Commissioner of Public Buildings shall
be exercised by the Secretary of the Interior.”"By the Act of March 2, 1867, the
Office of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, after functioning for almost 51
years, was abolished. Its duties were assu?]ned to the Office of the Chief of Engineers,
United States Army.» On March 13, 1867, the Chief of Engineers assigned an Engineer
officer to be "in charge of Public Buildings and Grounds.” For 58 years these duties
were administered by that office until by Actof February 26, 1925, Congress created
the independent office of Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National
Capital.® The Director performed the duties previoQsly assigned to the Chief of

Engineers, and reported directly to the President.

In 1933 control of the National Capital Parks was returned to the Department of the
Interior and Lafayette Park became an importantunit of the nationwide National Parks
system. Today Lafayette Park is administered by the Director, National Capital Region
(Landscape Division), and forms one of the most important units in the chain of

parks of the Nation's Capital.

AU.S. Statutes-at-Large, | (Boston, 1845), 130.

Albid, 11 (Boston, 1856), 175.

Albid, 11l (Boston, 1846), 324.

‘“Annual Report of the Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital, 1933

(Washircf;to 1933), p. 1. Cited hereafter as DAR (Dlrectors Annual Report).
AUS. Statutés- at Large, XIV (Boston, 1876), 4

Jdar, p. 1.
National Capital Region, Parks of the National Capital (Washington, 1963), p. 1.
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Pig. 4.--Overlay showing original holdings of patentees with superimposed sketch of the future Washington,
according to Dr. Joseph M. Toner.
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SECTION TWO

HISTORICAL DATA

Introduction.--Lsdayette Park, known for many years as the President's Square
and, later, Lafayette Square, is one of the outstanding historic sites of the Nation's
Capital. Situated on United States Reservation No. 10, it was originally one of the
first parcels of land donated by the original patentees to the District Commissioners
for the formation of the Federal City in 1791. Although the question has never been
formally resolved because of the controversy surrounding the writings of various
authors on the history of the Nation’s Capital and its public buildings and parks, the
weight of authority appears to indicate that the original site of the President's House
(the White House) and the areato the north (the present Lafayette Park) was originally
part of the land holdings of David Burnes (then known as Beall's Levels) and of
Samuel Davidson (then known as Port Royal). * Port Royal was the area of the future
Lafayette Park.®

Prior to acquisition of the site, however, George Washington experienced dif-
ficulties in negotiating with the original landowners, particularly "the obstinate
Mr. Burnes."” David Burnes owned atract of two hundred and twenty-five acres (225)
near the mouth of what was then called Tiber Creek. The Davidson tract included the
area which subsequently became known as Lafayette Square. Although Burnes was
one of the longest to hold out against selling his land to the Federal Government
at £25 per acre, his signature was the second to appear on the original sales agree-
ment of March 30, 1791. A condition of the sales agreement permitted the owner to
use the natural resources of the land after its sale until the government decided to
make use of it. In addition, the portion of land to be used for streets was not to be
paid for by the Federal Government.'?

Evolution of the site.--While no definite landscape plan appears to have been
immediately laid out for Lafayette Park, nor for any other area of the Nation's
Capital in its embryonic stages of development, early city plans show that the area
had been set aside to be landscaped as the city grew.

ASee "Sketch of Washington in Embryo, previous to its survey by Major L'Enfant, compiled from

the bare historical researches of Dr. Joseph M. Toner," in Senate Document No. 178, 75th Congress. 3d
Session, A Manual on the Origin and Development of Washington, by H. Paul Caemmerer, Ph.D. (Washing-
ton, 1939) p. 7, In this sketch. Dr. Toner apparently placed an overlay of the Ellicott Plan of 1792, dis-
tinguished primarily by Ellicott's straightening of Massachusetts Avenue as compared with the L'Enfant
Plan, over his sketch of the original land holdings. For divergent views on the subject, see Major Gist
Blair, "Lafayette Square,” in Records of the Columbia Historical Society. XXVIII (1926), 133-173. Blair
discounts the theory that the land on which Lafayette Park was laid out was originally part of the Burnes
tract or of the George Walker holdings, taking as his authority a letter of Col. T. A. Bingham, dated
March 30, 1899, cited by Dr. Samuel C. Busey in his work City of Washington in the Past (Washington,
1898), pp. 42-43.
2See Figure 5.
ALouise Payson Latimer, Your Washington and Mine (New York, 1924), p. 19.
‘Caemmerer, op. cit., p. 16.
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Pig. 5.--Sketch showing iand holdings of original patentees, 1792.
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ressman r'ran ompson, Jr, .l-
Clice Building, Vashington, D, C,

& »
longressman Frank Thompson, Jr,, Democrat, lNeu Jerscy, this week called
‘or pservance by Federal offickals of the spirit and intent of the various

rawsconcerned with preservation of historic buildings, sites,, and objects,

he New Jerscy Democrat said he was alarmed by recently revealed plans

or o interstete highway, FAI-10L (Route 202), which, if carried out, would

riosly jeopardize Morristowm National Historical Park and the Revolution-

£ v hoadquarters of General George Vashington, The highway would come

*hd 200 feet of the Ford Mansion in Morristown Naticnal Historical Park.

V" Jrsoy, which i1s proud of ite history, is up in arms over the plans, &nd
«wmpcn has called on Governor Meyner and the Cormissioner of the Federal

Teal of Publie Roads in Washington, C, D, Curtiss, to work ocut another route,

'riting to Ietfield Chilson, Under Secretary, Department of the Imterior,
~--=ifion declared that State and Local Govermments in rocent years have shovm
lianly increased tendency to disregerd the values implicit in historic
‘ildnes’ end sites,  He said they have been encouraped in this attitude by

fie adtive ‘nostility of the Eisenhower Administration toward all notable
“ildnps more than 70 years old, Thompson declared "the General Services
ninkbtration wanted the Congress to tear down the historic Patent Office
11dihg for a parking lot on the site, The President's Advisory Commission
. Irwidential Office Space recommended tearing down the old State, VWar,
«y RBilding and made no study of the historic value of this notable
tructire or the other buildings it proposed to destroy in the Vhite House-
L .Layeite Park arca, It did not consider the historical value of the site,
-t hidpade up 1ts mind before it ever made its study -- if, indeed, it ever
do azy study at all, My impression was that it simply went through the
'tiong of making a study and came up with the recommendations its chairman,
« “laming, thought the President wanted," '

Thempson soid he was"amazed by such disregard for basic cultural values
of our civilization" which he compared to the "sacking and destruction of
12 of the world's great libraries and art gallerics which have taken place
‘rom tipe to time through the centuries,"

cubepfon sbla the Department of The Interior had rublicly stated that
#iugy or the importince of these bulldings will Lo undertaken by the
Ltirnal Park Service soon after July 1, 1957, in accordence with the pro-
‘slons of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935 (Lo stet, 666)",

Tn his letter to the Under Secretery of the Inuterior Department,
“tfield Chilson, Thompson wrotes ;

"I am writing to you to inquire if you have given any thought to the
rostibility of having the President issue appropriate instructions to
tio heads of the Federal Departments and agencies, designed to result
in the broader observance of the spirit and intent of the various laws
concerned with the preservation of historie buildings, sites, and
Jhjects? It is my belief that these officials should be required to
observe not only the literal language of these statutes hut the
‘ntention of the Congress as to the administrotion of these statutes as

‘téblished by their legislative history, The preservetion of our
notable structures vlll only be achieved if ihe application of these
~4ve 1g broadly construed,"

#ep, Trank Thompsen, Jr,, sponsored legislation in the 8Lth Congress
corialine fonca to commlete the hdst ndn budldiroe oed s . oo
rorceed in the 1935 Historic Sites Act. The Teporiment of the Interior
“feed Lo request funds for this purpose in its budget if Thompson would
~2thdray his bills, This week Congress completed the action begun by
~hompson in January 1956 when it appropriated {139,265 for the survey of
cielle Amerdcan buildings, and $92,930 for a survey of historic sites,
. ress, last week, refused to appropriate fun & to purchase lend in
W ite Honse-Lafayette Park area as requented by the President for
s¥péhcien of Vhite House offices, This action by the Ccingress gave the old
' vy Navy Building at least a yoar's repricve, and mey eventually save
“ot building from destruction altogether, The BlLth Congress similarly
¢ “istoric Patent Office Bullding from destruction, end this great
* b Robert 17i11s will house the llational Collection of Fine Arts and
ional Fortrait Callery, Senator Varren G, Magnmicon (D-Mash.), Speaker
viurn (D-Tex, ), Rep, Michael Jo Kirvan (D-Chic) end Rep. Frank Thompson
=5 qn:w*ly worked as a team to chalk up these decisive victories over the :
~j1rﬂrt “nd leading officials of the Eisenhover fdministration, Also active
“70 okt to save these great American Buildines was the American Institute

A

8, vociety of Architectural 1inis 2. A fhe Wit danaT My

T e - i X L1 )
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