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Front Cover Photograph: The intersection of 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue and the North and West wings of the former State War
and Navy Department Building, circa 1918, occupied at the time by the War Department.

Greek key motif: The ancient design element of the Greek Key is found extensively throughout the Eisenhower Executive Office Building, in
particular on the frame of the cast iron doors and window frames. In ancient Greece it was used to decorate vases, clothing, monuments and
buildings. It was also used in Roman art and by later cultures inspired by classical Western art.

Inside cover Crest detail: In Rooms 226 and 236 are hand carved plaster and gesso crests, consisting of an eagle with outstretched wings,resting on
on a plaque and shield of thirteen stripes and thirteen stars. Behind the crest are crossed swords and below are oak leaf branches.
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Placed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1971 and on the District of Columbia Inventory 
of Historic Sites by the Historic Landmarks O ffice 
in 1972, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building 
has a special place in the history of the United 
States of America. As stewards of this historic 
landmark, we appreciate the opportunity to 
restore and preserve these unique spaces of our 
past for the generations of today and tomorrow. 

It is the policy of the Federal Government to provide leadership 
in preservin9 America's heritage by adively advancing the 
protection, enhancement, and contemporary use of the 
historic properties owned by the Federal Government, and by 
promoting inter9overnmental cooperation and partnerships 
for the preservation and use of historic properties. 

- President George W. &Jsh, 
Executive Order 1 3287 I 

~ AmeriCXJ, • 3 "'4adt 2003 
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EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 11 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE EEOB 

Adiacent to the White House, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building (EEOB) commands a 
unique position in both our nation's history and architectural heritage. Designed by Supervising 
Architect of the U.S. Department of the Treasury, Alfred B. Mullett, the EEOB was built from 1871 
to 1888 to house the growing staffs of the State, War, and Navy Departments. 

The building is considered one of the best examples of French Second Empire architecture in 
the nation. In bold contrast to many of the classical revival buildings in Washington D.C., the 
EEOB's flamboyant style epitomizes the optimism and exuberance of the post-Civil War period. 

The building originally housed the three Executive Branch departments responsible for formulating 
and conducting the nation's foreign policy in the last quarter of the nineteenth century when the 
United States emerged as an international power. The building has housed some of the nation's 
most influential diplomats and politicians and has been the scene of many historical events. 
Throughout the building's history, 16 Secretaries of the Navy, 21 Secretaries of War, and 
24 Secretaries of State were some of its most distinguished occupants. 

� 
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In 1949, the Executive Office of the President (EOP) 
became the EEOB's primary occupant. Today, staff 
members of the EOP remain as tenants of this historic 
landmark and as active stewards of the building's 
history. 

MODERNIZATION AND RESTORATION 
OF THE EEOB 

In the 1950s, the EEOB was considered inadequate 
as contemporary office space because of antiquated 
plumbing, absence of central air conditioning, general 
lack of efficient office space, and miles of electrical wires 
running along the ceilings. In 1957, the President's 
Advisory Commission on Presidential Office Space 
concluded in a final report that the EEOB should be 
demolished and replaced with a more modern structure; 
however, President Dwight D. Eisenhower never 
actively lobbied Congress for funding. Without a clear 
mandate, in 196 1, the General Services Administration 
(GSA) announced that the building would "stand 
indefinitely." Protected by the Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966, the EEOB and its site were placed on the 
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National Register of Historic Places in 1971 and on the 
District of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites by the 
Historic Landmarks Office in 1972. Formerly known as 
the Old Executive Office Building (OEOB), the building 
was renamed the Eisenhower Executive Office Building 
in 1999. 

Phase I of the three-phased EEOB modernization project 
began in 2004. In late 2006, tenants reoccupied the 
newly renovated west wing of the building, while 
Phase II construction began. 

The modernization and restoration of the EEOB is a 
culmination of work that began in the 1960s when GSA 
began to study how best to upgrade the old building 
for modern systems. In 1985, GSA hired staff from the 
National Park Service to complete studies of several 
rooms in the building, including the former Secretary of 
War's suite. Paint analysis, reviews of archived historic 
photographs and records, and the existing fabric 
were all documented in hopes of preserving, if not 
one day restoring, the original details and decor. 
In the 1990s, repairs were made to several areas 
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4 1 EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE Of FICE BUILDING 

Example of original pilaster with communications lines before 
modernization, 2002. Pilaster is a slightly proiecting column built onto 
a wall. 

• of the EEOB, including the complete f the exterior . h 0 
• of a new roof. During t at same period 

installatio~ ·ve studies conducted became the 
f f e I ntens1 I f h b 0 

im ~ f the major overhau o t e uilding1s foundation or 
infrastructure. 

The EEOB is receiving its first full syst~ms upgrade 
h b·i·t tion fifty years after being declared and re a I I a , ff• Th· k 

• d t contemporary o ice space. Is wor ina equa e as h f·fty 
•11 fficient space for t e next I years or 

w1 ensure e · II d h· h 
N •ised floor systems were Insta e w 1c 

more. ew ra h· d ·11 
thet·ic to the original arc 1tecture an wI 

are sympa II I · I d 
d t futu re upgrades. A e ectnca an accommo a e d d 

• t·ons systems are being upgra e to communica 1 . 
Capacity and current code. The first systems 

proper 1· d h t· 
for fire/life-safety, lighting and centra ize ea mg 
and cooling are being installed. The n~w. systems 
will create a more energy-efficient building. The 
three-phased construction approach allows for the 
majority of occupants to remain in place. 

j~ 
b 
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A. c_onscious ~ffort to preserve and restore the 
original materials is underway. The modernization 
project i~ d

1

esigned to ensure that the Secretary of 
the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, a set of 
ten principles established in the 1970s as a result of 
the 19~6 Preservation Act, was considered. Highly 
decorative rooms and those with historic significance 
are deemed part of a "preservation zone." Any 
work completed will be sympathetic to the original 
materials and be eligible for special restoration and 
preservation treatment. 

At the close of the first phase, progress can be seen 
with the modernization and restoration of the former 
Secretary of War's suite. 

FORMER OFFICES OF THE SECRETARY 
OF WAR 

Suite Occupant History 

From 1888 through 1939, the War Department 
occupied offices in the north, center and west wings 

EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING \ s 

of what is now known as the EEOB. On the second 
floor of the west side of the building is a series of 
rooms that originally comprised a six-room suite for 
the Secretary of War. 

Rooms 231 and 232 were the nucleus of the original 
suite. Room 231 served as the reception room and 
Room 232 initially served as the Secretary's private 
office. Each room had its own private bath and 
access to a balcony overlooking 17th Street. The 
offices flanking these two rooms were occupied by 
high-level assistants to the Secretary. The rooms were 
completed on March l, 1888. 

Over time, 1 8 Secretaries of War occupied 
offices in the suite known as "Rooms 231 /232." 
The first to occupy the new office space was 
Secretary William C. Endicott of Massachusetts. 
He moved offices from the north corridor of 
the building into the far more opulent west cor­
ridor office suite at the time of its completion. 
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6 EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE I OFFICE BUILDING 

• s was Elihu Root, 
One of the more famous Secre~~1~04 and later as 
who served from 1899 thr~ufl tial i~ the postwar 
Secretary of State. He was in ur anish islands of 
administration of the foh rmPeh~I. p·nes 
Puerto Rico, Cuba and t e I Ipp1 • 

II k ccupant was 
Perhaps the most h we - now; a~ Secretary of 
William H. Taft w o serve 1908 It was 
War from February 1904 to June h. . II 
in this room where he accepted a telep one ca f 
from the Republican Convention and le~rned o 
his nomination as the Republican candidate for 
President. 

At the north and south ends of the suite, Rooms 226 
and 236 were a closely matched pair. However, 
the finishes in 226 were a bit more elaborate 
than those in 236. On this basis, Room 226 was 
designed originally for the Assistant Secretary of 
War and 236 for another high ranking officer, the 
Adjutant General. 

f War Jacob M. Dickinson, 
In 1910, Se~retary ff" fro~ Room 232 to Room 
moved his pn~ate o h~c:estibule from the corridor 
226. At that t1m~, t rivate bathroom. Room 

ted into a P • 
was renova d as the office for ten Secretaries 
226 then ~erv~ 1939 when the War Department 
of War until t ~Id" i' move into a new building 
vacated the UI I wg ks away in the Foggy Bottom 

~~:;hb:~h::rfou~~ears later they moved into 
the Pentagon• 

The last Secretary of War to occu py thi s space 
H H Woodring A veteran of World War I, was arry • • 6 

he served as Secretary from September 193 . to 
J 1940 moving offices in mid-tenure. During 
une ' d "Old these years the building was referre to as 

State." In 1
1

939, the occupancy of the suite was 
transferred to the EOP, and the newly formed 
Bureau of the Budget moved in under President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Administration. The State 
Department was the primary occupant through 
1947. 
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Davis decorating the Round-th~World Flyers 
1924 in Room 2 3 1, the Recepffon Room 

EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING \ 1 

1924 
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s / EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 

-----. --,-W---W---:-h-o --:0:--c-c_u_p-;ie~d;-:th~e~ S:u~it:e~2;;3~1- 7 
Secretaries o ar 

William C. Endicott 
Redfield Proctor 

,t Lewis A. Grant 
Stephen B. Elkins 
Daniel S. Lamont 
Russell A. Alger 
Elihu Root 
William H. Taft 
Luke E. Wright 
Jacob M. Dickinson 
Henry L. Stimson 
Henry L. Stimson 
Lindley M. Garrison 

* Hugh L. Scott 
Newton D. Baker 
John W. Weeks 
Dwight F. Davis 
James W. Good 
Patrick J. Hurl~y 
George H. 0~ 
Harty 

March 51 1885 - March 4, 1889 
March 5 l 889 - November 5, l 891 
Novemb~r5, 1891-December 17, 1891 
December 17, 1 891 - March 4, l 893 
March 5, l 893 - March 4, l 897 
March 5, 1 897 - August l , l 899 
August l, 1 899 - January 31, 1904 
February 1, 1904 -June 30, 1908 
July 1, 1908 - March 4, 1909 
March 12, 1909 - May 21, 1911 
May 22, 1911 - March 4, 1913 
July l 0, 1940 - September 21, 1945 
March 5, 1913 - February 10, 1916 
February 10, 1916 - March 9, 1917 
March 9, 1916 - March 4, 1921 
March 5, 1921 - October 13, 1925 
October 14, 1925 - March 4, 1929 
Marc.b (>, 1929 - November 18i 1929 

~ , ...... ;_• ... r.19 9 Moo~.4, 3 

* Secretaries ad interim 

'.i 
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Suite Design 

The suite was designed by prom· t N 
h

. men ew York 
arc 1tect, Stephen Decatur Hatch O • • I 
d 

· rig ma contract 
ocuments show the painting and elabo t • t • ra e in enors 

were executed by the well-known New York City firm, 
H. D. and J. Moeller Artistic Decorators and Painters. 
:hes~ roor:1s were among the most highly decorated 
interior office spaces in the entire building. 

The offices of the Department of War were 
recognized immediately for their beautiful and 
ornate decorative finishes. The Washington Post 
reported in February 1888, "Within the next few 
days the new wing of the State, War and Navy 
Department building will be ready for occupancy by 
the Secretary of War and the higher officers of his 
department. The rooms which they will occupy have 
for five months been in the hands of nearly fifty artist 
decorators, and the result is a series of apartments 
which for richness of ornamentation, cannot be 

equaled in this country." 
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A palette of warm, rich colors dominates the rooms. 
The oak parquet floors with border designs that 
use mahogany, maple, ebony, cherry and oak are 
complemented by walls, tympanums, and ceilings 
decorated with gesso, or plastic paint, into which 
several patterns with highly decorative paint finishes 
were created. Gesso plaster is a paste prepared by 
mixing plaster of paris or gypsum plaster with glue for 
making low relief patterned surfaces fit for decorative 
painted or gilded finishes. The original fi replace 
mantels are prominently featu red in the rooms. 

Rooms 231 & 232 

Perhaps the most dramatic surface is the ceiling in 
Room 231, the original reception room, where a 
trompe l'oeil free-hand mural depicts Mars, the Roman 
God of War, and Victoria, the Roman Goddess of 
Triumph, each riding by chariot across the sky, 
surrounded by swags, moldings, and medallions all 
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Room 231 , Secretary of Wars Reception Room, circa 1888 

1888 

I h Ye" into a three dimensional 
d "foo t e e h d 

Pointe to f I heads at the nort an south 
• The ema e dd 

perspective. t de ict Bellona, the Roman go ess 
ends of the cei ing thp end she gazes out upon the 

At the nor ' h d h of war. . h d peace. At the sout en , s e 
prospect of tnutp t~: prospect of war. The ceiling has 
averts her _eye

1 
s rol m tared and replicated wherever 

b meticu ous y res d d 
~e~ I materials were missing or amage . ongina 

f th ceiling mural are depictions of 
In ~ach ~orne~t~onai flags flanked by the American 
various intern . flags may have been chosen fl The various . I • 
b~~~use those countries had diplomatic re ahons 

• h h U ·t d States in 1 888 as well as for 
wit t e ni e · d 1·b t 
aesthetic purposes. The flags are paired '.n e I ,:.raj 
groupings for geographical, diplomatic, po ihca, 
and/ or colonization reasons. For example, the fl_ags 
of Peru and China in the southeast corner are paired 
because Peru was the first South American country Id 
open diplomatic relations with China after the Unite 
States. It should be noted that the American flags 
depicted have 15 stripes, which was standard from 
1 79 5 to 1 81 7. 

~@ 
e, 
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There are 12 meda_ll ions above the windows and 
doors of th~ Reception Room painted with military 
trophy details (helmets, flags, weapons, etc.) which 
symbolize the various duties and tasks for the 
Secretary of "'!ar to uphold such as protect liberty, 
serve the public, defend t~uth and justice, be ready 
for war, but work to avert 1t; and lead with authority 
and power to be a defender of peace, truth, and 
loyalty. Other decorative motifs used in the room 
include oak leaf borders representing strength and 
laurel leaf borders signifying victory. 

In Room 232, areas of the origina l painted graphic 
finishes were revealed by removing decades of 
paint. These areas are slated for restoration in the 
second phase of the restoration project. 
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121 EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 

Restored corner of the ceiling mural in Room 2 3 l, the 
Reception Room 

Rooms 228 & 234 

t• of these rooms was limited in the first The restora ion . d d I 
h . th plaster surfaces were repainte an eft 

p ase, e k I Th 
until full restoration can ta e pace. ese rooms, 

h• h h used clerks for the Secretary of War, were 
W IC O I f h" 'th 
most likely decorated in simi ~r ads. 10n w1 II gessod 
treatments at the wainscot, mclu ~ng wa s, an 
tympanums. An 1 888 account described Room 2~8 
as "a symphony in purple. The walls _represent s1~k 
damask, and the dado is ~f od?IY,, figured plastic 
work iridescent with metallic paint. Research has 
show'n that Room 234 was painted in olive tones with 
bronze metallic paint, and a mix of striping and floral 
patterns. 

Original ceiling stencils have been uncovered, and 
the patterns are Grecian in style, which fit with th_e 
building's architecture based on the Greek Done 
order. It is estimated that seventy percent of the 
original ceiling decoration has been destroyed over 
time, although enough evidence remains to restore 
the pattern in one vault and reproduce the pattern on 
canvas sections to install within the rest of the ceiling 

Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF     Document 16-12     Filed 12/02/25     Page 17 of 23



The original cha ir rail separated th 
patterned gesso that would ha b e hand-treated 
treated to appear "iridescent ve "theen de~oratively 
as described in 1 888 Th wi metallic paint" · e gesso • 
been restored in Room 228 b t wainscot has 
the walls in Room 234 Th' u none remained on 

· e gesso tym 
archways, in both rooms have b panums, or 

. h· h een restored Th 
gesso wit in t ese rooms has a de t· • e 

6 d 
cora 1ve patter d 

or er and thirteen stars in a rondo tt neh 
b I

. m pa ern T e 
star sym o izes truth, and the number symb 1· • th 
f d

. h· 0 1zes e 
oun mg t irteen states. 

The black marble fireplace in each room is in 
th~ C?re;k_ Do~ic order and was designed by the 
bu,l~mg s interior designer Richard Ezdorf; however, 
the fireplaces are no longer functional. 
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Room 226 - Ceiling and Upper Walls, before restoration 
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14 EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 

Room 2 36 - Ceiling and Upper Walls, after restoration 

Rooms 226 & 236 

ff• s flanking the suite to the far south and 
Thesetwoo ice . h I h t 
north have highly decorative finis eds.I n td e ce, ,dngls 

• • I glass 11 ·,ewels" or ron e s; re ron es 
are ongma d bl d I 

ered in Room 226, an ue ron es were uncov h 
d• d •1n Room 236 Rondels, as t ey were 1scovere • d 
referred to in the original purchase order ocuments, 

I elements backed in silver to help reflect are g ass . 
light cast upon them like tiny elegant mirrors acr~ss 
the ceiling. These were uncovered after removing 
layers of paint, and ~he barr~I- vaulted ceili~g wi!h 
raised decorative lattice detailing was repainted in 
the original colors using bronze powders and gold 
leaf. 

The walls still maintain the fan and notched swirl 
pattern executed in a gesso material. Prominently 
located on the west walls of each room is a gilded 
crest. The crests were not only decorative, but 
conveyed a symbolic sentiment to all staff in the War 
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Department and those who • • d v1s1te • "O 
one to protect and defend • . ut of many, 
by justice and strength." On :ur b~ion supported 
eagle's beak in Room 236 th e 1~

1 
f 1on held in the 

"E Pl ·b U " ' e re ie etterin d un us num, which mean "O f g rea s, s ut o many, one." 

The frieze or band around th •1• e ce1 ing's • 
is _unique. Both rooms have panels bord~r::te'.er 

r~1sed ~moments with repeating motifs, modele';i":~ 

~1gh tl11f set upon a painted cluster of light yellow 
am oo ~a:'es that drape, swag-like, from feature to 

feature within the frieze. In Room 226 th I d f 
1 

. d II , e scu pie 

f
ea ure is a me a ion. In Room 236 the sculpted 
eature is a pair of crossed oak-leaf b;anches. 

T~e archways, or tympanums, over the doors and 
windows have gesso within them which have 
decorative patterned borders and two different 
patterns. Room 226 has thirteen stars in a random 

EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING \ 1 S 

pattern; the star symbolize h 
symbolizes the f d' h s trut ' and the number 
has a central fle~r~2 l~g ht irteen st~tes. Room 236 

e- is t at symbolizes purity. 

The gray c • these ompos,te order marble fireplaces in 
desig~:~tb' ~h~ch ~re_ no, l~nger_ functional, were 
Richard Ezd~rf. budding s interior designer 

Case 1:25-cv-03969-DLF     Document 16-12     Filed 12/02/25     Page 20 of 23



161 EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 

OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST IN THE EEOB 

Former Office of the Secretary of the 
Navy (Room 274) 

Now known as the Vice President's Cer~~o~~a~ 
Office President Herbert Hoover occup~- f 
Secret~ry of Navy's Office while the West ing o 
the White House underwent repairs caused bJ a 
Christmas Eve fire in 1929. General John Per~~~1 
occupied Room 27 4 while he served as Army '~ 
of Staff until 1925, and remained an occupant until 
1947 in his role of Chairman of the Battle Monuments 
Commission. 

Former Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy (Room 278) 

Originally occupied by the Navy Judge Advocate 
General, the most famous occupants were Assistant 
Secretaries of Navy Theodore Roosevelt and 
Franklin Roosevelt. 

ff• f the Secretary of State Former O ice o 
(Room 208) 

f nd the world met here for o· lomats rom arou . d h 
,p d h "I the State Department occupIe t e 

deco e~ wa~:se emissaries met here with Secretary 
space. aCp d II H II after the bombing of Pearl of State or e u 
Harbor in December 1941 · 

Original Office of the Secretary of War 
(Rooms 251 /252) 

This was the first office in the building for the 
secretary. The most famous occupant was Secretary 
of War Robert Todd Lincoln, son of the 16th 
President, Abraham Lincoln. 
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former Navy Department Lib 
d
. T R rary or 

In 1an reaty oom (Room 4741 

In 1955, President Dwight D. Eisenh h 1 

f
. I · d P ·d I ewer e d the 
irst te ev1se res1 entia press conf h 

h d 
erence ere 

T e room was use for mail handlin ft h • 
. t· f P d 9 a er t e 

assassina 10n o resi ent John F Ke d d 
I h 

• nne y an 
m;ire re~ent y t e room was used as the Co~lition 
In ormat1on Center during the war on terrorism 
"Operation Enduring Freedom." ' 

Room 180 

This office was occupied by Vice President Hubert 
Humphrey, and by President Richard M. Nixon 
who used this as a second office during his 

administration. 

EISEN HOWE 
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Various Public Spaces 

Former State D • W epartment Library (Room 308) former 
d ar Department Library {Room 528), the fou~ corner 
tr:nes and two rotundas as well as the hallways and 

sha1_rway ~ronze balusters have all been restored to 
t eir ongmal appearances. 
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"History does not long entrust the care of freedom to 
the weak o the timid.• 

g 
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